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lics, but Kiel's avf)\v«(i object was to establish a new Church. He de-

nounced the Komaii Catholic priesthood and the Pope, and treated the

|)riests in his power witli great indignity. Moreover, two l''riiKh-Cana-

dian priests were massacred by the Iiuiians wh«)m he incited. The French-

Canadians were well represented in the Dominion I'arlian)ent and the Do-

minion Cabinet, and had they interested tluinselves in the alleged griev-

ances of the half-breeds before the rebellion they coulil easily liave secured

the granting of the petitions. Kiel must have known this, for he was an

educated man and well ac(iuainted with man\' of the Quebec j)oliti-

cians. Hut he never appealed to them, the half-brei'ds never appealed to

them, and they did not take the slightest interest in the matter in or out of

Parliament until the first shot was fired by the rebels at Duck Lake.

There was nothing heroic in I' ccnduct of the rebellion to excite the

sympathies of the French-Canadians, and it was proven at the trial that

he offered to leave the c<>' .itry if the r vernment would pay him $3f;,ooo,

intimating that he was the half-breftl <picstion and that no further trouble

would occur if he was salist^cl. It is true that when he found death

inevitable he renounced his heresies and died bravely, but that did not

entitle him to be ranked as a hcio. A few (la\'s afterward there di».-(l on

the scaffold at London, ( >nt., u man wiio had brutalK- murderi't! his par-

amour because she refused to gi'.-c him ten cents to buy licjuor . he, too.

died bravely aiid calmly, making an earnest profession of religion. And
what were the grievances of the half-breeds? Hy the laws of Canada

a half-breed in the North-west Territories could class himself either as

an Indian or a white man, having all the privileges of either. As an

Indian he would be subject to Indian treaties, would have his share

in the Indian reserves, and receive Indian rations from the government.

As a white man he would have exactly the same privileges as any other

Canadian. He could locate a free claim of i6o acres and obtain a title to

it after performing settlement duties for three years, and he could pre-

empt i6o acres more, paying for it at the rate of two dollars and a half

per acre on time. But this did not satisfy the half-breeds ; they wished

to h.ave the privileges of both white men and Indians ; they demanded
that their farms be surveyed in long narrow strips instead of according

to the system, of both the American and Canadian governments; they in

sisted that they should be given scrip for 240 acres of land which they

could sell at once to speculators, instead of obtaining titles to their land

in the regular way by performing settlement duties; and asked to be

exempted from the restrictions regarding the cutting of timber, to which

white settlers were subject. After some delay the government agreed to


