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Twelve miles below tlie town of AVoodstock, N. !>., tin i'; oiiltrs tlm

river St. John, from the westward, a good sized tributary, known .ts Eel

river. It is a very variable stream, flowing in the ui)per reaches with

feeble curient, over sandy shallows, with here and there deep pools, and

at certain seasons almost lake like (!X))ansions over the adjoining swamps.

The slugglish current and muddy liottom render the ujjper part of tjie

river a congenial resort for [)ickerel,'* and large numbers of these fish

arc taken there from time to time by sportsmen. In the last twchr

miles of its course Eel river is transformed into a turbulent stream,

broken with rapids and falls, to such an (ixtt-nt that only at tlu' freshet

Bea.son is it possible to descend in canoes. About six miles above the

mouth of the river there is a well-known water fall, about fifteen feet

in height, at the foot of which Salmon were formerly taken in large

quantities. More than two centuries ago the Indians of the Meductic

village used to resort thither at the proper season for the i)urpose

of fishing. t The place is only about six miles, in a direct course from

the Meductic fort.

Geographically, Eel river is of some local importance, as it forms the

boundary between the adjoining counties of York and Carleton. His-

torically, it is more notable than any other tributary of the upper St.

* Pickerel were uiikncpwii in Kel liver until leceiitly. About twenty vciii'!* ajj" ' -^'i' I'liikin ut

Itenton, pliu-ud about a half dozen of these tish in the atreiun, iiiul in it \en slmrt lime tlie\ nnilti-

plied B(i iinia/inBly iis to take almost entire possession, extcrn)inatinjr trout ami other tish. I'roin

Eel river they have found their way into the river St. .lohii, where they are frei|Uently lauuht.
+ This is' in all probability the sjiot tip which John (Jyles (wlio, as a lioy, was a captive at the

Meiluctic village A. I). lOMl-Kiliri), refers in his nurr.itive : "()t;ce, as wc were lishiny for Salmon at

a fall of about lifteeu feet of water, I came near bein^f drowne<l in a deep hole at the foot of the tall.

The Indians W(!nt into the water to wash themselves and asked me to y^o with them. 1 told them
1 could not swim, but they insisted, and so I went in. They ordered me to dive across the deei e t

|)laec, and if I fell short of the other side they said they would help ine. Hut instead of diviiif; acTo.ss

tlie narrowest part I was eniwlinjf on the bottom into the deepest place. They, not seeiiii,'' me rise,

and knowing where al)OUt 1 was by the bubbling- of the water, a youiiK sirl dived down and broiitfht

me up by the hair, otherwise 1 had perished in the wat«r. " <!yles adds, that "Thouj^h the Indians,

both male and female, go into the water to<(ether, they have each of them such a nuerhiK on that

not the least indecency can be ohser\cd, anif neither diastit., nor modest v is \ioliitcd.'
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