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5 j do ncit sanc-
tion the revoliinfj aljusc of coercing anyone,' be he intidd or
hcrtt.c ur }.\\ nr -chiMii.ilic. m'.o ill- l-.ld, j hrv -niiplv
prove that the J^ovorciKn Lord of life and death alone niaO
at will and niiraeiilouslv, nillicl death and nther dire punislV
inents upcn saerile^nous sinners tlin.n(;h llic met Tx'ard of H's
ministers—not through lluir coereing hand, ("rod forbid!

S. I'eler amlS. I'anI laid ivi violent hand U]h.ii heretical
or -.clii-ni.it:!- I ffrii(ler>. nur (iiil ih.v 1 ver iirtje tlie Cliurdi
to fight these with the glaive of violence. Tiieir sole weapon
w-.i- th.' w rd. net tin- -w.,:d I liev win. w, iild l.uti Ciiii-.
tianise men, or recall them to Catholic nnitv, bv mean* ..i

cereion torture and d. atli-^didiomir |esn> Christ and de-
grade iiini to the levtl i.f .-in mijiortam Nlalinmet whose power
liis, iM>t ill Iii> (,\\,i moral ascendant, l.ut m terror and lirnte
force and opiiression.

1,^7'' I
''''*• partisans of religions cnercion in-cnlie on the

li.-mncr ..f iheir execrable liere:.y," as S. Athanasins justly
brands it, the greatest name in all Church historv after the
Alio-ilc-, the name m{ St. Atigiis:in Ti ev ior;;c his s gnatnre
to their own base and odimts theory, :ind strangle the bistoric
trntii that Angustin's Christ-like smtl embraced in its bound-
less love not only all mankind not only all the oppres.-cd,
all the fallen, all apostates and heretics and schismatics—
Lnit even h;-ntic^ and -cii'Miiaties gnillv of fir: adtiil (-1111.-

;:g.iinst th<- laws (f (iod, cd n;i1un' and', f -. ci-tv. To -nch
a Cllri^t-like siihlimily of perfei-lion did .S. Ai'giistin c;irrv
the lovo he hnr,- ( ve:i to p;'rs, citing hrrcfcs, tli.it he ;utii;illy
saved the life of his would-be assassins hv refusing to make
them known to the civil authority, whilst these monsters and
heretics, 'furious at never being able to resist the victorious
arguments of Angustin, preached publicly that to kill him
would be a real service rendered to religion, and even went
so f;ir ,is to hire assassins to atteuiiit hi, lif," .S Au"iistine
hy Ilatzfdd Eng. tr. by E. Holt, AD. i()os\

[377I ^'ay. rather than see even imirderons heretics and
schismatics put to death, .\ugustin openly declared his te.id
iness to die by their hands. He wrote to Donatus, proconsul
of Africa, about the Donatists -the nio>.t inhnman and fero-
c'ous heretics that ever lived: "If you take awav the live^
of these men for their crimes ' you will put' us in the
necessity of preferring t« die hy thfir liaiuh r^ither than
accuse them before your judgment se.it 'E"tt< r 127 \ ibid, p
lO-j).

The question submitted by certain bishops to ,S. Augustin
was prt. Whether it was allowd to ro°rce into th<' Chnrrh
a heretic or a schismatic otherwise ^i<i7/y of no crime. We
defy any one to adduce one s'ngle word, from the immortal
Doctor, in favor of such a coercive course, which, for the rest,

h.- never tires of repudiating.


