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Future of the Fur Seals.

From the London Speclator,

A modern Aristophanes would fiud cougenial
niaterinl for pokiog fun at international tri-
bunals in tho judicial assembly now gathored
at Paris to decido on tho groat scal case be-
tweon Great Biitain and the United States.
Tustead of the dog and her puppies. the seal

snd hor “‘pups” might appear to modify the
too rigid application of the uubundiug prioci-
les of intorsational law, and pload for the
introduction of a little human feeling into a
cago in which, however tho verdict may bs
cast, the wolfare aud continuance of an humble
and inhocent race of great antiquity and his
taric intereat trembles in the balance.

We write not without feeling, for it is the
hard fato of the seals to have a good ceuse and
bad advocates. ‘The case for the sealsis ns
good a8 o case could be, yet their counsel too
often abandon argumert to abusa the plaintifi’s
attorney. American diplomatists, in defend
ing their clients, seem often to forgot the duty
of international conrtesy while urging points of
international law ; and though the publighed
matter bearivg on the subject in hand alroady

fills many thousands of pages, it is difficuls to .

avoid the conclusion that cven now, between
the sober covers af a Blue book, the coun.
sel retained on behalf of the perzecut
ed animals have continued to raiso
questions of personal veracity and naticnal
good faith with a persistency and ineptitude
sufficient to rufils the feelings of tho least in-
terested diplomatist on the other side. This
is the more to ba regretted because in the last
doouments published by the United States
autboritics on the sealing question, a summary
of the cate to be presented on their behalf be-
Jore tho arbitrators sitting at Parig, the claim
to consider the whole of Bshring Sea private
watera owned by the Uaited States, and liable
to olosed at will agaiust the world, which was
so hotly urged by the late Seoretary Blaine,
his been for the ioment abaundoned. The
“main object of the Government” is stated to
be *‘the protection and preservation of the seal
herd which has its home in the Pribilof I:lands,
and to save the seals from extermiuation.”
Such an object must command sympathy if
urged in the proper spirit and with due regard
to any interests which may have accrued to
othors in the fishery, from previous neglect to
consider the chances of such a resultin the
ast,
i In the quaint Janguage ot iaternationsl law,
it is urged that to encourage practices which
must destroy a useful and valuable industry is
contra bonos mores; that the profit made by kill-
ing female seales before tho birth of the young,
on tho way to the islands which have from time
beyond memory been their nurseries, is an act of
interpational unfairness, analogous to the de-
steaction of tho nhoals of fish by Americans off
the Canadian shore by poison in order to gain a
small profit—such desteuction of fish off the
Cornish coast, by dynamite, being illegsl by
English law.  Perhaps a closer initance would
hie the wholesalo capture of female salmon on
their way to spawn in Eaglish rivers, when out
at ses,. supposing that the habits of salmon
mado such an enterprise possible to Dutch or
Norwegian fishermen. The precis of the caso,
now being urged by the United States counsel
at Paris, is too condensed 10con‘ain tko flowers
of chetoric which ndorncd tho despatches of
Mr. Blaine; for instance, we no lopger find
tho necessary but unpleasant busiaess of knock
ing the sculs on the head with clubs, and then
skipning them, described as a *‘peactful and se-
cluded ficld of industry,” aud tho like. Bat
tho gross allegations of dishonesty and chicuue,
then made in public de:patches against Lord
Salisbury, are now repeated with a curtnoss
and soolding ivsistance sgainst tho English
Commissioners who spent tomo_three months
among the seal islands and in tho Bohriog aea
in order to report their Impressions gathered
on tho spot, which oversteps all the

decencics of intornational controversy. 'Tuis
is the mors to be, regretted, bocauso
the veport of the Commission londs itself
readil{ to criticism without such atlegations.
The olaim to closo the Behring Sea was ore
which Great Britnain was competent to ‘e.l
with on the evidence of oxisting documonts and
national usage. But tho statements ag to the
permancat dainagoe ioflicted by seal cat.hing n
the open sea domanded some investigation on
tho spot, cither to coutvovert or confirm the
aogry protests of tho Americin Government
The British commissioners spont some three
months in cruising in the Northern Paeific and
Behring Sea. They visited the islands and
took much evidence, admittedly of an interested
character, from the captaias of voveals uud
others engiged in the * polagic,” or, as the
Amaricans would prefer to call it, the ¢ pouch-
ing " a.al fishery; and tho result is a report
which puts the case of the Cavnadian and Vie
torian sealors in a rather better position to go
to arbitration, but which, based as it i3 on sur
mises as to the habits of the seals, unsupported
by sound observation, and coatrary to the
patural instinct of animals, which i3 asserted
with such uniform predomiuvance in tho care of
their yourg, invit:s criticism, and is repellant
to the bonos niores which in such matters may
be credited to seals equally with maa. The re.
port is, in fact an apology for the practices of
our colonists at ses, and endeavors to show
that the proportion of female seals destroyed
on their way to the * rookeries " to give birth
to their young, is not large; that the -* pupy,”
as tho infaut seals are called by the tradere, do
not die of starvation when the mother seals
are killed, when at sen seeking fecod, by the
sealars who prowl roun! the islands out.
side the three-mile limit ; and that the decrease
of the herd is due to the over-killiog of male
seals by the American compiny oo the islaads
themsnives, and ‘o the mismaunigementin de.
tails of the seal preserve. Here is certainly
ample gronand for comment and coafutstioa
without calliog names. ‘Takiag the conclusioas
of the Commission ia the reverse order to thas
in which they are enunerated, it may be
assumed that, in managing so exiremely valu-
able a prop:rty, the American Company msy
be trusted to losk after their owa interests.
The Commissioners admit that the manag:.
meny is “‘tronscendentally perfect,” whatever
that inay mesn. As to the conjzcture that the
dimiouition of the herd is due to the over kill-
ing of the young male scals, the Americin

highly potygamous creature, the strong old
males or “rock-masters” appropriating as mauy
as thrity or forty fumales to their owa estab.
Jishment, and keeping all others at a distaunce.
Photographs were produced of the sczne on ths
rocks, in which groups of disconiolate bachelor
sealy were gathered oatside the marsied

quarters, unablo to obtain the socioty
of a siogle *cligible female.”  Against
this we have tho assertion of the

British Commissioners that the numbers in
the seal **havems™ have increased from four t)
eightfold. Ve do not find ap) ovidence ia
proof of this view ; but as Heacy B liott stated
that in 1874 the number in each ** harem"”
averaged from five to twenty, and that in
*‘many instances forty-five to fifcy females
were in charge of one male”—au increase of
“scightfold ” fn such an existivg dieparity of the
sexes must be matter of common knowledge, if
it exists. Buteven in somne small part of the
decrease ia tho seals is duo to the system in
force or the islandse, it can hardly be contended
thas the wholesale killiog of the pregnaat seals
on their way to the shore, and the sliughter of
the nursing females ia the waters round the
istands, is not repleto with cruelty and waste,
No more wantou crime cc1 be perpetrat:d by
man ngaiost tho brute creation than the killiog
of a mother with uoweaned young., fivea it
due to accident, it would be matter for deep re-
geet. Yo tho case of the fur seals, theact is
deliberate, and its objeot profit. Many of the
ships engaged in this odious traffic are owned
by Americsn subjects, who share the blame

counsel urges fairly enough tha$ the seal is a°

equally with Caunlian ani Victoriau silors.
It is not without regret that we fin1 the Brit-
ish commisiioners alleging an oxcuse, and n
poor ons at best, for sucin practicos.

Thoey have persuaded themsolves that whea
o mother-seal is destroyed, tie orphan i3
adopted by others in the herd, and that
tho shockiog mortality am-ng the *‘pups,”
whose bodies wore counted by the hua.
dred, mast be due to an ‘‘gpidemic.” All
tho bolies of these dead **pups” whioh
were examined were found to bo torribly
emaciated, avd without food in the stomach,
—+hey had, in fact, bsen starved; and
we agree with the remark of the American
Comemissionera, that it **seems an oxtrasrdinary
circumstance that all the young seals destroyed
by s'awp:dos, epidemics, or raids, if auy of
these wero the cause, shoull be starveliags.”
Tho evidence which has coavinced the Com.
missioners that tho shooting of the migrating
females dos not canse & large parcontago of
loss is hardly more coaviacing; while the
cruelty involved ngads no demonstration. We
hope that the result of the Paris Arbitration
will be tho total co sition of *'pelagic” ssaling
in Bshringz Sea The *‘industry” is self de-
structive, aud must cease, o7en if continued for
a few more years, owing to the destruction of
the seals. Common sense and cemmon hu-
manity alike suggest the obvious remedy.

Montreal Iron and ﬁavdwara Markst.

In shelf hardware, etc, business has b:en
good in a sortiog up way for gardening tools,
fishing tackle, sporting goods, etc, and cut-
lery. For heavy hirdware, howaever, the same
dull market is to report, while in pig iron no
round trinsactions of any moment ex wharf
have transpired.

Bir iron is quiet aud uachanged, )rbbers
baving nothing special to report.

Tuere is no changs in the price of tin plites,
nor any large busicess to mention, but an offer
for a round lot wonld likely lead to shading in
prices.

Galvauized iron has been moved at former
prices, aad coppar, lead and other metals ara
oasy ani unchanged. Advices from primary
margets on everything from pig iron down.
wards are easy and buyecs bave nothing t) in-
duce them into any urgency about purcnasiog.
We quote: Summerlte, $18.50; Eglinton,
%17 25 ; Carnbro, $17; Slemens, No. I, $18;
Langloas, $19; wrought scrap, No. 1. $§15 to
$16; bar, $1 90 to $1.93. ‘Lia i1lves, coker,
$3.15 to 33.20 ; I. C. charcoal, 3375 to $4.25;
Cauada plates, $250 to $269; terae plates,
$7.25 10 $7.75. Orford copper, 11jc to 124z
ingot tin, 2143 to 22¢.

Lead ead Oids—Tho e has be n no mark d
change ia the lead markes, but so newhat mors
business hus been doing.  Values are un:hang-
ed 0a the old basis of $4.75 to 33. Govern-
ment standard.

Glass i3 quiet and stealy at §1.35 and putty
at $1.85 in bulk.

Linsced oil in round lots has sold at 60c for
raw and 63: for boiled, but the market is quict
o1 the whole. —Gazetle, Juae 2.

Janned VSalmon.

About two months ago coasilerable sales
were made ot B itish Columbian salmon at
$4.40 to 450 for favorite l:ading brands for
July and Angust delivery, anl at $4.20 t0 4.30
for sscond brands, as which p iices nearly every
one filled up. Now, however, cannsrs are
offerinz at quite a declive on thoe figures,
offors being male at $§ 00 to 4.15 as to brand,
which is very anuoyiog to all those who boughy
at the higher rangs of quotatioas, moro es-
pacially as no deliverics have yet been made.
Che low pric:s which have rscently been
quoted at the Coast ave })robably dus © pros-
pects of o large run of salmon.—Montreal
Trade Bulletin.



