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and anotiier. An article lias appcared in several Ontario
weeklics, in almost identical terms, defending the new postage
bill and seeking ta shaw that hastility cames irom the big dailies.
The article lias appearcd in The WVateiord Star, The Arthur
Enterprise, The Haldimand Advocate, The Bradford Witness,
and possibly other journal;, aithougli PINTER AND) PUîLisiiErz

hias not seen it elsewhere. Lt reads with a iew variations,
according ta the locality, as foliows :

1 1The Postmaster-General's plan for the reimpositian ai postage
an newspapers bas evoked a good deal ai comment from. the big
city papers. That part ai the plan that exempts framn postage
papers circuiating within a radius ai ten miles framn the office ai pub-
lication bias especiatly excited the opposition ai the city weeklies
and the city dailies, from the columns af which these cîty weeklies
are cheaply made tîp. Ail sorts af nasty, unkind things have been
said about the smail country newspapers and adiaus comparisons
made betwveen themn and these weekly cheap reprints. Befare Mr.
Mulock haci reveaied bis scheme, nearly ail the city papers; ex-
hibited extreme srtisfaction at the idea of postage being reimposed.
They couid sec no good reason wvhy a newspaper should be carried
free any mare than a letter or a stôrekeeper's parcel. The secret
ai that delightiul stite ai mind and eagerness ta increase the
revenue ai the post office on the part ai our city cantemporaries
became apparent wvhen Mr. Mulock's plan with regard ta the coun-
try papers was published. The idea was, that the postage would
kilI off a large numbei ai these papers, and leave the field en-
tirely ta the cîty weeklies, wbich couid be supplied at a mnere
trifling cast and yield a respectable revenue ta their publishers. It
is a fine exhibition ai piggish selfishness. We are quite wiliing ta
admit that many ai the smailer papers published in the country dis-
tricts are flot madels either ai literary sty! , nc'r much in the wvay of
purveyors ai news, but the majority ai tLe better ciass ai c.ountry
newspapers wvill compare favorably in selectionaof matter, in literary
abiiity. in accuracy ai language, and in independence ai opinion
with the average city dai.h' and its weekly rehash ai its daily
matter. We notice, tao, that the opinions an public questions
expressed by these country papers are aiten pointers for city edi-
tonials, and it is not fair or just ta speak ai the country press in the
contemptuous laîîguage used by The Hamilton Spectatarand some
other city sheets, and ivhose naines figure in the Auditor-General's
report in cannection with fat advertisements;c ' ">,,rnment pap.
These city papers every little while send circulars ta the country
newspapers about somne enterprise they have' tndertaken with a tafiy-
ized request ta pubiish it and a promise ta recipracate the favor. WVe
knaov ai ane paper that gave freeiy ai its space for advertising, and,
wvhen a similar request was made by that country journal, just ane
out af seven city papers; had the courtesy ta take any notice ai it.
It is said, if postage is rcimpased, it wvill tend very greatly ta abbre-
viate the country paper's exchange iist. This, we take it, would
flot be an unnîixed catamity, for the amoun. ai advertising donc by
the country papers for înany of these city exchanges amaunts ta
three or four times the subscription price, wbich is muen more than
they are worth ta the cauntry publisher. The services rendcred by
country papers ta their city contemporaries will keep tip the
exchange iist quite as high as it is necessary. Our own opinion is
that newspapers shouid flot be carried free, but the cost ta the Post
Office Department in carryîng the country newspaper ta its readers
is a mere bagatelle ta the tons ît carnies long distances for city
dailies, and the partial exenmption ai the country weekly fram postal
charges is flot wvorth the iuss made about it. The Pastmastcr-
General recognizes the fact that tht cauntry pap.r is ai great valut
ta the locaiity in which it circulates, and that the autside paper
couid flot do the wark it does witbin the sphere ai its influence.
This cansideration, no doubt, suggested the idea of zuch partial

exemption. 'Ne hope MNr. Mîîlack will flot be turned fram bis pur-
pose by the grumblings ot the city press, but that hie ivili biing
about tbe changes contempiated, before the end of the present
session of Parliament.-

WVhoever wvrote or inspired this article lias ignorcd sorte
arguments which are entitled to consideration. To go into the
wlhoie subject again is hardly worth whîie, but it may be said
briefly that the zone idea does flot meet equaiiy the condi-
tions of ail Canadian weeklies and ta that extent is imperiect
and unsatisfactory. Furthermore, no demand for tlie discrimin-
ation was made by weekly publishers as a body. A special
exemption of this kind, being class legisiation, cannot last long.
Those who now deiend the exemption wilI regret it later on.
Publishers generaily fav'or postage on newspapers as sound in
prinr.iple, and likely ta be good in practice if it squeezes out
fake publications. But the exemption ta weeklies is not advo
cated by the mast prominent wveekly publishers that PRNiwr.R
ANDI PU1II.IbilER bias heard from. Postage should go on ail or
none, and if complications, contradictions and injustice do flot
arise out oi the present proposai we shahl be surprised. It is
(1uite probable that the deicît in the Post Oflice Departmnent is
due more ta the high charges made by the two railways for
carrying mail matter than ta any other cause. But Cabinet
Ministers; are flot anxious ta fight big corporations ; they prerer
ta tackle the press, an institution which in politîcs hias long been
conducted on a benevolent basis.

TWENTY-SIX YEARS OF PRO GRESS.

On Novemnber 9, 1872, Messrs. Kenny & Luxton issued the
prospectus number ai The Manitoba Free Press, stàting that at
ivas ta be given away for advertising purposes, and that the first
regular number would appear an November 3o. Apologies
were offered for deiects in printing, awîng ta dîflicuity ex-
perienced in getting the new machinery adjusted. On November
.3o, as promnised, the paper appeared, volume one, number one
ai a five-column, eight-page weekly ; and a very good paper it
was, tao, althoughi printed on a WVashington hand-press. The
intervening twenty-six years have witr.essed many changes in
the city and many in the palier, which bas grown fromn a weekly
ta a great daily ai two editions, with a semi-weekly and weekiy
edition as weil, controiling ail the telegraphic franchises. To
keep up with the times and the extension ai the papier, a newv
Cox Periecting Press bias just been acItded. This is the first
Cox press in Canada, west ai Toronto, and was buiit by tlic
Duplex Ca., ai Battie Creek, Michigan, being Zold ta The Free
Press Publishuing Co. hy the Toronto Type Foundry, general
agents for Canada for Duplex presses. The installation ai the
press was superintended by Mr. R. W. Rogers, press expert, ai
New York, and is naw complete. The capacity the press is
s,ooo per hour af four, six or eight pages, six or seven coiumns,
the paper space being 70 inches wide. When I caled, the
evening edition ai six pages vias being run out. It was delîtght-
fui ta watch the parfect gearing which starts the grect rail oif
paper moving, and, in a flash, draps inta the drawer above that
rail, a neatly folded paper ready ta read. This is the fastest
machine printing fromn type, and wiil prove an immense saving
ai bath tîme and labor.

It is rumored that Mi. Magutn, correspondent, at Ottawa, ai
The Toronto Gobe, %viil shartly bc appointed editor ai The
Free Press.
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