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great index to the fixed stars of independence, Hughes' Grounds
& Rudimients of Law, and turning to the aiphabetical heading
of illegality we are put iii possession of twvo great mnaximaF.

Ex turpi contractu non oritur aotio.
Sains populi suprema lex.
Holding fast to these two fixedl stars ivhich are forever true in

,4il age» and ilûr ail tinie, wL? are ready to -4ay that; if whatevct' fails
to couie within the description of these niaximag is absolutely void
and should flot e4eape our eondemnation becauise of othtr con.-
.mideration.4, of businemq or otherwise, whieh seema te support it.

Froni these great maximm we are led to the fIrst gr'ent case,
one whiclh is valled a leadingcD case, not oniy hecause it \Vas the
leader in a new departure but becaus.- it was a good leader, The
f )irt kiuew the wkiy it was going and gave good reasons in bar-

mony with the, gretit [iriicilcs of jumtive.

This case is tione other but the great case of Collins v. Blan-
terti, \Vils. 341, 1 Siiiith L.C. 115, Hughes Ci. & R. 436. It field
tliat; a coitract of A. te indemnify 1B. for the resuits of breaking
the conion law was a void eontraet. \Ve see easily why thia must
he mo. Salus populi si.premia lex,-demnanda that no contract ahal
encourage a resuit that w~ill in any maniier affect the salu4 populi.
This contract does so, for it encourages B. te commnit ein in-
fraction of Iaw. It iq therefore tainted with illcgality ecus
it violates a fundamental principle of law andi public poliey.
An action based thercon la therefore "ex turpi eontractu." and
inuat £ai].

.Now, we inake more definite our a44iiumed eontraet. A, pro-
isegc B. to indeiniif" hlmi if hie B. suifer ,judgmient iun vcivil

action for damages for viclating some statute, for itnstance,
the Safety Appliance Aet, 'l'hi Aet im ini the ititer(cat of salim
populi and requires the use of certain appliances which itierease
the aafety of passengers and servants of railroad comipanieg. B. is
a railroad conipany and does flot wish te ohey this law or beeoiie
fiable for damages if he disobeys it (wvhich, by the way, is the
maire thing, for where the lam, bas lest its sîanction it im no longer
binding npen the conseiences of mien). At thîs intere4ting
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