. Orleans had been {vlemnly. acknow-
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not’ only in what related to Lhc 1\I|ﬂ1-
flippi, but by the moft flagrant_ and
deftruttive - fpoliation” of our com-
" ‘merce on every part of the ocean
where Spanifh armetd vefiels met the’

American _flag. * Fhefe fpoxl.mons
were of unmen!c m: mmmde, and de-
manded the moit feuom netice of our
govemment They had been follow-
ed by.an mdxgnu) a,ld direft infrac-
‘tion of our treaty relative to the Mis-

fiflippi, which bore an '\fpe& not to

be diffembled or miftaken.”

“To the free navigation of that river
we had an undoubted right from na-

" ture and from the polmon “of our.

weftern country.  Thisright and. th_e
right of dcpom in the ifland of Ney

ledged and fixed by treaty in 1795,

_'11\:1: trca;} had been in aftual opéra-

tion. and - execution for many vears.

" And now; without pretence of abufe

or violation on our part, the officers
of the Spwifh government deny “the

o nbht, refufe the place of depofit, and
add thé moft offenfive of all infults.
by fclbuldmg us. to. land "or touch|’

their: fhores, - and ﬂmttmg us out as

A common mu("mcc

Dy

- offered ? By thofe w ho Have conftant-

ly- 'mknowlcdgcd our right, but now

" tell .us'they are no longer ownérs of

‘the country 'l l—"They have’ glven it

away | 1 And becanle thcy have. no lon-

ger a. rlght themlclves, therefore:they
tmn us out who have an undoubted
right—"Ihey dlspoﬂefs us'of that -in

“which they disclaim all--right  them-

felves—Such an infult, fuch unpro-

_: voked m-\hgmLy of condu& N0 N~
-tion.but this would aife& to 111I&AI\(’: 3
*and yct. we not -only hefitate -to takc
. 'the courfe. which intereft and’ honour
- call us to_purfue; but we beaf:it with’
“patience, tamencfs,. and apparent. un-
_concern.
.pof the . "Freaty and the national rights’
"ol this conntry moft mtmmtcly affe&?
. ]‘ ;hr. wound of n:mox al honour b(_

Whom dogs- this infraftion

1 as'the’ 1\’11 (hﬂ:ppl.

whom have thefe’ outrages been'
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not fenfibly felt” bv the. whole muon,
is there not a hrge portion “of your
citizens e\pofcd to inimediate ruin by
a continuance of this ftate of things / ?
The calamity lights upon .all thofe
who live upon. the Weftern, waters.
More than half a millieh of your ci-
tizens are by this cut off from mar-
ket. Whatwould be the language—
What would be the feelings of gen=
tlemen in this houfe, were- fuch an
indignity offered - on 'the  Adantic
coaft #— W hat would thev fay if the
Chefapeike, the .Dcl.u\n_e, or the
bay of New-York were thut up, and
“all’ egrefs prohibited by a foreign
power 7 Andyet none ‘of thefe wa-
“{ers embrace the interefts of fo many
The numbess and
property affeCted by fhutting this ri-"
ver, arg- much greater than the block-
ade of any ‘Atlantic river would ex- .
tend to. .Lvery. part of the Union
is equally entitled to protection, and.
16 good reafon could be offered why - -
one:part fhould be' lefs attcnded to.
than 1nother. o : . S

‘In the laft year, goods to thc \aldu

| of umore than two millions of dollars:

had been carried into the. Weftern.
country. “Thefe goods were purchas-
ed on credit—The confumption -of - -
that merchandize afforded . a revénue..
to.otr Treafury of more- than *three’
hundred . thoufand dollars—The fale
of weftern public. lands . was:calculat="
ed upon-as: progucing half ‘a mxlhon-
of  dollars annually —-Large arrearages . _
of internal taxes. were due; from that:

country—The p:.oplc had Juﬂ emer- -
ged from an_Indian war—They had

overcomg’ the moft- frightful’ obftruc- :
tions. which had: ever prefented them- .
felves in - the . fettlement . of - 2 view..
‘country ;. and although yct in their

infancy, we ‘might. promife ‘ourfelves

‘an honourable and vigorous, manhood,

if ‘they were, proteted a5 we: had Jéd: -
them to” expedt.  After-a lirtle'while
their ftrength and: faculty of felf—prc- o
('cr\ m mn \\'ould bc comp\cte 5 ccrtmn- C




