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task ; the politician worked in the limelight of party and 
newspaper publicity, so that he who runs may read. Un
doubtedly the pioneer, restless, indomitable, has given the 
distinctive note to the life of the continent. Yet in Canada 
this has been less the case than in the republic to the south. 
Motives of state guided the settlement of New France and 
the building up of the loyalist communities after the Revo
lution. The paternal zeal of French ministers, the last word 
of the Colonial Office in London, accustomed the people of 
Canada to look to a power above and without—a power, not 
themselves, making for prosperity. Later, when increasing 
self-confidence brought Confederation, and Confederation 
brought increasing self-confidence, the somewhat artificial 
and essentially political character of the new union continued 
to magnify the importance of the state and of the large tasks 
with which only the state could cope. Questions of state 
policy, foreign and domestic, have possessed special signi
ficance in the upbuilding of Canada. It has seemed advis
able, therefore, to make the federating of the scattered 
provinces the occasion for a summary review of the industrial 
potentialities of the new nation, and, in tracing the realization 
of these latent possibilities, to find convenient halting points 
in the changes of party régime in 1878, 1896 and 1911.

The citizens of the new-born Dominion, taking stock of 
national resources, had reason to face the future with cour
ageous hope, sobered by a sense of the obstacles to unity, 
heartened by a knowledge, or foreshadowing, of the splendid 
heritage to be developed. There was ample room for the 
growth of a mighty people ; the Dominion covered, or was 
soon to cover, some three and three-quarter million square 
miles, an area larger than the United States, and nearly as 
large as the whole of Europe, bordering on three oceans, and 
stretching from the latitude of Rome to the pole. This great 
half-continent lay mainly in the temperate zone, the field of 
the modem world’s great civilizations. Being in America, 
it was conveniently accessible to the markets both of Europe 
and of Asia, as well as of the United States. Being in the 
north temperate zone, it was saved the risk of shipping 
perishable products through the tropics to market. Being


