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the collapse was fearful even in that city. Ten years elapsed before

it recovei'ed from the derangement of industry and the extravagant
habits fostered by the war.

A few regiments were raised in the Maritime Provinces, their

militia was organized, and some drafts from the interior were brouglit

in to defend Halifax, Avlience the expeditions against the French
Islands and the State of Maine were fitted out. Canada alone was
invaded in force.

General Smith describes the conduct of the Canadian militia in the

few but weighty words that become a sagacious military chieftain

pronouncing a judgment on the facts of history.

In 1812 the Republicans attacked Canada with two corps, amount-
ing in the whole to 13,300 men. The British troops in the Province
were bi^t 4,500, of which 3,000 were in garrison at Quebec and Mon-
treal. ]3ut 1,500 could be spared for the defence of Upper Canada.
From the capture of Michelimacinac, the first blow of the campaign,
down to its close, the Canadian Militia took their share in every
military operation. French and English vied with each other in

loyalty, steaduiess, and discipline. Of the force that captured De-
troit, defended by 2,500 men, but a fewhimdreds were regular troops.

Brock had but 1,200 men to oppose 6,300 on the Niagara frontier.

Half his force were Canadian Militia, yet he confronted the enemy,
and, in the gallant action in which he lost his life, left an imj)erish-

able record of the steady discipline with which Canadians can defend
their country.

The invading ai'my of yeomen sent to attack Montreal were as

stoutly opposed by a single brigade of British troops, aided by the

Militia. In the only action which took place the Canadians alone

were engaged. The enemy Avas beaten back, and went into winter

quarters.

In 1813, Canada was menaced by three separate corjis. The
Niagara district was for a time overrmi, and York, the capital of the

Upper Province, was taken and burnt. The handful of Britisli

troops tliat could be spared from England's European wars, were
inadequate to its defence, but in every struggle of the campaign,
disastrous or triumphant, the Canadian Militia had their share. The
French fought Avith equal gallantry in the Lower Province. At
Chateaugay, Colonel de Saleberry showed what could be done with

those poor imdisr'iplined Colonists, who, it is now the fashion to tell

us, can only be made good for anything, by withdrawing them fi'oni

their farms and turning them into regular soldiers. The American
General had a force of 7000 infantry, 10 field pieces, and 250 cavalry.

De Saleberry disputed their passage into the country ho loved with
1000 bayonets, beat them back, and has left behind a record, of more
value in this argmnent, than a dozen pamphlets or ill-natm-ed speeches
in Parliament. Of this action. General Smith says :

" The aifair upon
the Chateaugay river is remarkable, as having been fought on the

British side, almost entirely by Canadians. The l{e[)ublicans were
repulsed by a very inferior number of Canadian Militia, and of troops

raised in Canada, thus affording a practical proof of the good dlspo-


