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vpry iulliiciUial (lislhictiuii, it would Ih' almost iircossrirv !o <J0 into the

*

wholn iiu'rits oi'ihc c:iso, as cinhnJuxl ii' tl

//AS', piijilisheil and circulated I,

and I'Nix'iise ; but tluit hcii

that

l.'.^ (I

cirjulatidn
; and were i in 'jh-jl'iiii J

ic carcl'ully diL't'stcd J'/-osj)r(-

y nio, nou' li* years apo, at ^'rciit troiibli'.

allowed to observei'."" ii7ii)ossd)Ie. I may
eoDsidernin the, great National inijiurtance of the sidijert, it ini.L'ht

esirable to have the jia'iiphlet rojDintcd m Londuli, lur {general
"

"'

\\ niild willinaly do so; bnt conipa-
r.itivoly in the dark as I must b(^ iu this distant lan'd, it woid.l b(^. Ibllv
m mo to attempt it. All, tliereinre, that I can do is to throw ont the
su2:,n'Pstiun, and to uffcr up. at tlic same time, my I'ervent ]irayer tin- tlic

sneeess ul'the noble, work in agitation.
With rogard to iho remarks^ of your CorivspondiMit, " A Soldier/"—

quoted I'.s writing that "• ho c;in most distinctly vouch for the (iict that
(i?i Institution^ fur the cducatiuii of children oi'Oliiccrs of the Army, wa.^
discussed constantly in the Garrison ot Woolwich so lun.ii" ugo as 1S'J2,
and that therefore Major Lachhui must go farther back than IS years,
it he claims the merit of tlie suggestion,"— it is only necessary to state,
that I also <' can most distinctly vouch for the fact,'' that I was serving
with my rvegimcnt in India at the time mentioned by him, and coukl
thcretore know nothing of what was tluMi passing in "Woolwich (iarrison

;

and that Ihougli I came to lOiigland in tin? following year, and was tjuar-

tered in tlio neigbouring (larrison of Chalham, 1 never heard of anything
of tue kind ; and that, in ILict, T brought the idea with me from India

—

not as altogether new

—

1)nt, I'rom having for many years witnessed the

blissful results of a somewhat similar institution, as (iir as Orphans arc

concerned, most successfully supported by my l)rothcr Oliicers of the

Jlon. E. I. Co.'s Service on the JJengal Ivstaljlishment. I may also add
that I can produce documents to jirove that my project was in progress

from the moment of my return to I'higland, and that the rouuli draft of

the Prospectus was actually in the jiossc-sion of Sir Herbert Taylor, I'ri-

vatc Secretary to His late Majesty William 1\', for more than 9 months,

ill 1S31-2, and that I have reason to believe that it was seen, and iiivou-

raljly regarded hy that .Monarch.
Should the above not be sullieient to re-estal)lisli my claim to being,

at the very least, the original proposer of tlie (ircat National Jnslitution

alluded to, I must leave it toothers to do nu^ justice ; and shall in tho

mean time rest contimt with looking back upon my huml'le exertions in

so excellent a cause with unalloyed salistiiction, and at the same time

looking forward with ardent hope to the ultimate modilication and adap-
tation of its general outline anil })rinci[)les to some equally noble educa-

tional Institution, destined to {)rove a lasting benolit and blessing to the

oirs[)ring of the Oliicers of the whole British Army.
Trusting to the importance of tho subject pleatling my excuse for

having, in tliis remote land, trcsjiasscd so much on your space, I lor the

present confidently leave to you and other talented writers on the spot,

the successful advocacy of tho great object now so happily revived.

Yours, iVc, t.Vc.,

Iv. Laculan,

Late Major 17th llegt.


