
IIS VOYAGES TO THE
1788. manner of an Englifh ftablc, in which aH kinds of dirt, mixed with

blubber, oil and fifli, are dlfcovcred by more fenfcs than one, to form

a mafs of undcfirable filthiiicfs.

wr.inff,bji4 On the 14th, the weather was fufficicntly fair to admit of our dif-

patching a party on (hore to erctft a tent for the wooders and waterers,

as well as one for the fail-makers. For this purpofe a fpot was chofen

at a fmall diftance from the village, and contiguous to a rivulet. The
reft of the crew were employed in unreefing the running rigging, un-

bending the fails, and the other neceflary duties of the ftiip.
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r.uUy li On the i6th, a number of war canoes entered the cove, with Maquilla

and Callicum ; they moved with great parade round the (hip, fuiging at

the fame time a fong of a pleafmg though fonorous melody :—there were

twelve of thefc canoes, each of which contained about eighteen men,

the greater part of whom were cloathed in drefles of the moft beautiful

Ikins of the fea otter, which covered them from their necks to their

ancles. Their hair was powdered with the white down of birds, and

their faces bedaubed with redjind black ochre, in the form of a fhark^s

jaw, and a kindof fpiralline, which rendered their appearance extremely

favage. In moft of thefe boats there were eight rowers on a fide, and a

fmgle man fat in the bow. The chief occupied n place in the middle,

and was alfo diftinguifhed by an high cap, pointed at the crown,

and ornamented at top with a fmall tuft of feathers.

We liftened to their fong with an equal degree of furprifcand pleafure.

It was, indeed, impofliblc for any ear fufccptible of delight from miifical

founds, or any mind that was not infenfible to the power of meloily,

to remain unmoved by this folemn, unexpedled concert. Theehoruswas

in unifon, and Aridlly corre<£l as to time and tone; nor did a diflbnant
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