
site for many years. Succeeding him feli

tliat ()tl)or great man Sir John Abbott, whoso
worli is also recognized most thoroughly by
Canadians now of every class ; and succeed-
ing hiiu and abused as was his predecessoi-s.

Sir John Thoini)son now sleeps in the soil

of his nativo province, notwithstanding tlie

abus(> of hon. gentlemen opposite through
successive years, wrapped in tlie robes of

a ration's honour and embalmed in the bit-

terness of a nation's tears. Though those men
are gone, tliough we mourn them,though their

colleagues and old supporters mourn them,
though we are glad to know that Canadians
mourn them because while they niouni
them it is a testimony to the work and wortli

of the Conservative party as well. 1 want
to tell the hon. leader of the Opposition that

the Conservative party of this country Is

not built on men, but is built (m principles,

and though tliose leaders have gone the prin-

ciples live, and when It appeals to the elec-

tors, as we must do very soon, he will find the

same old vitality and the same old strengtli

put forth in the campaign, and that the same
old victories will percli upon our banners as
of yore. This fact he should have consider-
ed, that since Sir John Macdonald's deatli

we have won from them, no less than IS
seats ; hon. gentlemen opposite have won
from us 4 seats. If the hon, gentleman can
take any comfort out of that, instead of hav-
ing bec-n educated at a Scotch school, as he
told :?) > people in the province of Ontario,was
the ca^e, it seems to me he must have been
educated at Dean Swift's Academy at

Lagado, where they learned the science of
extracting sunbeams from cucumbers. I

want to say to my hon. friend tliat I was
somewhat astonished to hear the charge tliat

wo were afraid to go to the elections.

A few months ago when it was thought
we wore going to the contest, what
was the cry V The cry then was in column
after column of the Toronto " Globe,"
that we ought not to go, and His Excellency
was advised in column after column in that
newsjtaper not to permit us a dissolution
because we had no right to a])ptal to the
country ; apparently hon. gentlemen were
then not spoiling for the fray. And
the hon. gentleman who sits for Boihwell
(Mr. Mill.s). who is the leading constitutional
authority upon the other side of the House,
discovered a new constitutianal reason
which he urged before the people why the
Government should not dissolve Parliament
and appeal to the country, and what was
that reason ? That there was too much snow
upon the ground and elections could not be
advantageously held. It was n(»t the snow
that was upon the groiuid, but tho. ^iiow
that was to fall that distui'l)ed the peace of
hon. gentlemen opposite when ti.ey thought
they had to face the elector.?. I want to say
to hon. gentlemen opposite that the Coasor-
vatives of this country are not afraid of the
people. We have appealed to them in the

past and have not had very much reason
to complain. We are wlillug to abide by
the judgment of the people ; hon. gentlemen
opi)()site seem never willing to abide by the
Judgment of the peoi)le. The hon. member
for South (Jxford (Sir Richard Cartwright)
has constantly expressed his want of con-
lidence in the people ; but the people are
even with hi-a, for tliey have voted their
want of contidence repeatedly in that hon.
gentleman. Sir, the debate has taken this
line : an attack upon the members of the
Government, an attack particularly upon a
want of ability, it is said, that has been de-
monstrated by my hon. friend the Finance
Minister, who leads this House so ably,
and who is no unworthy successor of the
distinguished men who have occupied dur-
ing so many years the place in whicli he
sits in the rarliament of Canada. I wish
to say to the hon. member for Soutli Oxford
that while members of the Government may
not have the confidence of their opponents,
we do enjoy the contidence of our friends

;

and, thank God, no member of this Govern-
ment has had to go back to his constituency
to light with his friends to get the party
nomination with which to go to the people.
Sir, the hon. member of South Oxford
cannot say that. For many years that hon.
gentleman was wande'ing up and down
the province of Ontario and at last secured
a resting place. I took occjision some years
ago in the course of a speech in this House
to say that that resting place would tire of
him, and my pi-ophecy came ti'ue only fi few
inoi.ths ago wlien the hon. gentleman was
seeking ronomination in the constituency of
South Oxford. Wliat did they say there ?

He was wrathy and he abused them with-
out stint ; and when he found it was difli-

cult to get the nomination—I do not know
to whom he referred—when lie found men
conspiring against him—ho rofoi-rod to some
one on his right or left or behind him, when
he said this in the convention :

But he would ask, if It was true that the men be
worthy of confldence, who, while pretending to
he friendly, were plotting against a colleague.
Fair fighting is one thing and assassination is

another. While you may call for the head of
an enemy, it is not fair warfare to stab a friend
under the fifth rib.

And, Sir, it was not a more local matter,
for it was i)ublished witli the very greatest
care by the Toronto "Globe" in order that
all and simdry. to use tlie idiomatic oxprc's-
sion of the hon. gentleman opposite, might
know exactly wliat ho meant. Tlioro caiiio a
time, however, when the matter wj.s settled.
That time was when a gentleman in Toronto
wrote a letter into the riding, a gentltman
who had recently been organizer of the
Liberal party, stating :

That, In view of the active canvas being made
for the Liberal nomination, It might not be un-
interesting to Mr. Jackson (to whom he was writ-
ing) to know that, when it was decided by the
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