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ing otherwirc much damaged, yet he refufcd to go on
board the HeSfor^ contenting Mmfclf with writing a fljort

letter to the company, wherein he told them, they might

be fure he would do his utmoft to fave the ihip and cargo,

by thus venturing his own life and the lives of thofc who
were with him -, adding this remarkable poilfciipt in the

midfl of his confufion,

THE pajjage to the Eaft-Indies lia in 62", 30, hy the

North-Wejly on the Amexki/ide,

He had, however, the good fortune to get into the port of

St. HelenafVfhere he repaired his weather-beaten (hip as well

as he could; brought her fafely into the Downs, the

nth of September 1603; and lived near thirty years after-

wards in an honourable afltience, acquired chiefly by thit

fuccefsful voyage '.

Ca p t a I n William Parker^ of Plymouthy was fitted

out by certain merchants to cruize on the Spaniards^ in

the WeJi'IndieSy in 1601. His whole ftrength confifted in

two (hips, one of 130, and the other of 60 tons, with

about two hundred and twenty men «. He failed in the-

month of November, reduced St. Vincent, one of the

Cape de ^r^-iflands -, then fteering for the coaft of America

,

he took the town cf la Rancheria, in the iflaiid of Cu^

hagua, where the pearl-fifliery is, and plundered it. He

proceeded next to Porto Bello, v/hich was then a very

ilrong, well-built town j entering the port by moon-light,

he pafled without refiftance, and attacked the place by

, fur-

» Camden. AnnaJ. p. 639. Purchas*s Pilgrim, vol. i. p. 147.

* Harris's cclieilion of Voyages, vol. i. p. 747.


