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thought it pointed to a broader, more generous, more Christian
feeliny: which boded ijreat <2:ood for the Church and for the world.

The several Church bodies appointed a general delegation to wait
upon the Government. They met the Government, and the

Government, at their instiga ion, at the instigation of the Pro-
testant Christianity of the Province of Ontario, agreed to go
forward. Well, just at this time, when the Government agreed
to go forward, a Hook of Selections appears to have been in

coarse of preparation as a private venture, by Mr. Kerr, a gen-
tleman of my own profession, a scholar, a Protestant, who hap-
pens to belong to the opposite school of politics from mine.

That compilation being intended by Mr. Kerr for general use
in the education of tlie young, he thought it would be a good
thing to obtain the approval of his work by the heads of

the Christian denominations ; and he had gone, it seems, to

the Archbishop of Toronto, the head of the Roman Catholic

Church in our Province, and asked him to look at it. And
the Archbishop looked at it and said he did not object to it,

with the exception that he suggested the substitution of " who "

FOR " "WHICH " in the Lord's Prayer. And, however bad the

Archbishop's theology may be, I think you will all admit that his

grammar was correct. (Loud laughter and applause.) Now
hearing of the proposed action of the Government, Mr. Kerr sub-

mitted his papers to the Minister of Education, Mr. Ross. He
said :—I have been engao-ed on this work, and here is the result.

Mr. Ross looked at it, and thought it worthy of consideration.

He acted, though doubtless on his own judgment, upon the very
lines I had suggested in the speech I have quoted. I had pointed

out that this was necessarily a work for the united action of the

Churches, and not for the Government. On this same view Mr.
Ross asked leading and representative men of the various Pro-

testant Churches to help him, to take the book, to look at it, to

consider whether they thought it worthy and suitable, to pass their

verdict upon it. And these leading, godly men, including the

heads and many of the most eminent men of he Baptists, the

Congregationalists, the Presbyterians, the Methodists, and the

Church of England, accepted this great responsibility, undertook
the task, and appointed a sub-committee of their number, who
went over the book, revised and altered it, and reported in favour

of the Book of Selections. (Cheers.) And thej^ having reported

in favour of the Book of Selections, the Government adopted the

book and authorized it. Amongst these men were those who were
specially qualified, not only as great Biblical scholars, as trained

Bible teachers, but also as being the responsible persons connected

with the higher education of the young. They included, I

BELIEVE, PRINOIPAIi CaVEN, THE HEAD OF THE KnOX PrESBY-

iMI


