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House af Commons and Lii the Senate it-
elbut also on the part of the pubPic.

The genexal impression bas been that -the
Senate as COnStitllted i~S entirely devoid of
power to deal with nioney Bills, and -%ve
have been subjected to being placed upori
a 'parity with other second Chambers in
this regard, entirely irrespective of the
madn question of what are the powers
given to the Senate under the Britijsh
North America Act. As the bonouxable
gentlemian, from De Salaberry (Hme. Mr.
Beique) hiae very well said-andi he elab-
orated. it at conside-rable length-we are
here by reson of a written conistitution,
and whatever po'wers we may exerciee are
derived frein that particuliar source. It is
very deesirabbe that t.he powers of thits
Chamber shauld be defined and established
eo far as it is possible for us ta
define and establidsb tbem, in ordes,
ta prevent any misunderstanding, confiict
or clash with the Hau-e oi Commonis.
We are a co-ordinate branch cf Parliament,
and therefore it is very desirable that there
should be a coxnplete undersytanding, not
only an the part of this Chamber but on
the part of the Rouse oi <Jommons, as te
what our powers are. It is only by bas ing
a clear understanding of this nature that
good relations will be miainitained between
the two Chambers; and I regard this report
as contributing in that diretion in a mare
valuable way than any ather purpase it
may serve.

I desire, -as a rnembeïr of this ýChamber,
that no construction should be piaced upan
thie report by wav ai a challenge ta the
House af Commans as ta what aur pawers
are. 1 thjnk it wouid be very unfortunate if
any impression were ta go abroad ta causze
the Gommons to be seized of the idea that
thia Chamber is stretching aut its arms for
the purposei ai exerci-sing ,hat I mnight
terni an academie aut.horitv an the quesio.n
of rnonev Bis which miglit, in a sense.
restrict the freedam which the House ai
Commions exercises in dealing with' this
class of legisiatian.

I think, boweveïr, that a well-considered.
report on this particular question is af value
bv way ai reference, s0 that upon. any ques-
tion arising frorn time ta time we may have
before us what I regard as the best-consid-
ered view~ wvhichi 1 have seen present-ed ta
this Chiamber since 1 have had the plèasure
af being« a miember thereaf. I feel everv
confidence in saving that at no time duri=
the period for which I have been a inember
-and I have been in this Chamber since
1890-bas this question been so well consid-
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ered and so weIl expressed as is revealed
by this particular report. Therefore, instead
of its being cnistrued as a challenge ta the
Hous ai ommons, or an assertion that
we intend to ex-ercise the rigbt whîch the
constitution might possibly give us, it is
there for us as a re!erence, so that we may
be able ta exerci-se that sound discretion
and commion dense which I think the Senate
bas always done on questions ai this kind,
and yet at the samie time we may feed that
we are acting within the authority ai the
constitution.

There bas always been more or less ai
a denial by the House ai Gommons as --o
the extent ta which we msight exercise our
authority upon money Bis; and yet I am
very happy ta say that within may recollec-
tian there bas neyer been any sericus clash
between the twa Chambers as ta the atti-
tude ai the Senate upon any particular
measure ai this character. I hope that, nat-
withstanding this elaborate report upon the
powers exercisable on the question ai
maoney Bills, we may not feel that it is
necessary on aur part ta interfere ta any
greater extent than we have asserted aur
authority in the past. 1 think anly ia this
way shall we maintain good 'relations be-
tween the two Chambers. The power vested
in the Senate upon money Bil places the
Senate ai Canada aniangat the democratic
second chambers of either America or
Europe. But it would be unfartunate for
the Senate. notwithstanding the powers we
possess, derivable irom Imperial legisiation,
if we should came inta canflict with the
Houée of Cominons representing directly
the electorate ai this Dominion, even thaugh
we feel that we are chargeable with the
protection ai the rights ai the provinces.

Tliere is a tendency an the part af the
Senate sornetimes ta push toa mnuch for-
ward the assumptian ai a sense of respon-
3ýibility, frorn the feeling that we are stand-
ingu here as the guardians ai the particular
provinces m-hich we represent. The publ;c
liesitate ta place that responsibility upon
aur shioulders. They look upon this Cham-
ber as a nominated chamber in no sense
responsible ta the electorate; and' conse-
quently they naturally expect. natwithistand-
ingc xhat the constitution may say, that
the popular Chamber will continue ta exer-
ciîse its pouers as it bas done practically
ever since Coniederation, and practically
deterniine the vote ai Parliament upon
m)olex- questions. I amn not taking that
view xvith the idea ai urging that we shouId
derocate in the slightest fromn the powers
tliat w e passess, but only ta point out the
dezirabilitv- of always exercising those


