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changes that had bcen made, and at that time
1 expressedi the hope that we would ho able
to deal as generousIy with the war veterans
aliowance bill as w'e had withi that bill. How-
eve r 1 airn afraid that the presenit bill falls far
short of the requests made by the varjous
veterans organizations of this country. The
bill aýi anended provides an increase in the
aliowane fi-om $30 to S40 a month for singie
loeteralîs. and from $60 te S70 for married
velorans. In addition, il removes the ceiling
open0 casuiai earnings. Thal is ail te the good.
But. as I say. it falis for short of the requests
thiat hav e been made by the varieus veterans
organizations.. For instance, at the lat con-
venotion of the legion a resolution ivas passed
as foilow.9:

Reso]Nveci that we instruct our dominion comn-
inaîtd te continue to press foi, basic rates of $50J
per inoiftht foi, siogle mcxi ancf $S5 per mnth
for inai riod oen.

Whlen tuit question was being discussed, in
the' coitiittee-as a malter of fact, the ma.tter
had aiready becn discussed and decided upen
ia the cemmittee when tic legion met in con-
v ention, and tiierefore we cou]d flot deal with
ii ag:iiii-,a motion similar to il was moved and
lost bv a very narrow margin. As a malter of
fatt it was a tie, fifteen 10 fifteen, and the
cliairman cast te deciding v'ote. H1e had the
vory unpieasant task of hax ing le decide the
voe. It was decided strict]i'v on party linos, the
opposition ail votinýg for the amendment and
the Liborai members ail voting against it. Il
t' quito obvious that the rate proposed in the
blli wiil nlot be a sufficient amount te give Ihe
vetterans depending upen this aihowance a reai
liv-ing income. They con gel by and wiii be
able le exist. No doubt the government wiil
argue thot they are existing loday on the
;ireoent rate and wjll continue te exist on ibis
xnereased rate. The point is lIaI, with the
iucreased cost of living-, the amount proposed
it- net sufficient to gix e lhem a reai decent
l iving ailowance.

The second point raised by tle iegion reso-
lillions passed at the convention reads as
foibows:

I{osoived tlot the briof of the Coxiadiaxi
Logiou be fixib endlorsed le the effect that
veterans of inîporial forces. doiniciled te Canadla
fo)r tweiL yearcos, be eligibie for w or veterons
allowance.

Thîis is anotiier motter thot was discusscd in
the veterans commilîco. Again that resolutien
was lost in lte committee by a very farrow
miargin. It was votcd down, ltirteen te len.

Mr. MacNICOL: Did 1 undersland the
lion. member 10 soy it was dpeatcd?

[Mc\f. Quieich.]

Mr. QUEL'CH: Yes, it was defeated in te
vetecans committoe, thirteen te len. Again
il was on a sîcaiglît party vote, tue opposition
ail supporlrng the proposai and the Liberal
memýbers voting against il. It is weil te
remember that tue mon mentioned in the
rosolution had ail served in the first war ta
the British forces and net in the Canadian
forces. Some of these men iîad been demi-
ciied in Canada prier le enlisîment; but, owing
te the focLt hat, they liad gene bock te the
oid country, pcobably a few menths or a year
befoce the start of the wac, thcy were net
considered te be domiciied in Ihis country,
and titerefoce were net eligibie for the aliow-
ance as thcy wouid have been lad ýthey been
domiciied in Canada aI the lime of eniistment.
Nevectheless lie.se men have now been
domiciled in Canada for twenly years. They
have been pai-ing taxes in this country; they
have heiped te contribute le lthe weaiîh of the
country; they have raised families and ia
many cases lteir sens and dauglorz served
ia lthe second worid w-oc. There is o vory
stcong sentiment in Canada todav tfial Ihese
mon siîeuid now ho mode ehigihie fer lthe
war veterans aliowance.

The third point tiiot w-as deait with in lthe
legion brief is as follows:

XVorid w or I veterons w i ii sert -ice ini Great
Britain.

Rltonxeu tuaI the beiietits of the War Vet-
ectîns Aihewance Act ho oxîondod te Caxiadian
veterans wlho secvod iu Great Britain 001) for
a peciod, of eighteen months or more doring
wocid w ar I.

This resolulien w-os aise brougir before the
voterons commitîc, and again il w-as lest by
a very narrow margun. The vole on the
rosolulion w-as thirleen agýainsi and tweive for.
Again it w-as decided on a slraight parly vote,
the eppo-itica ail vo'ling fer tue resointion
and the Liborai members voling againsl it,
w-iti the exception of one. One Liberal voted
for the motionî.

I believe ltai in lthe pasd tue logien htave
taken a stand againsl Ei]and being con-
sidcred a ltealre of war, bt aI Ihis conven-
tion aI eny rote lthey did urge Ithat veterans
whe had servedi in England for ai, least
eighleen montits shouhd ho eligiblo for thc
ivar vetorauns aihowance. 0f course, if Ibese
lhree reoeulions had carried in the commitcee
w-e wouid htave liad a far sîronger talking point
in urging the government te give censidora-
lion bo titis motter.

TIc minislor roalizes oniy tee w-oit tuai it
w-as a le-s-up wheîter tbese resolutions carried
in the cemmit tee or net. The morgia w-as s0
narrow ini one case, w-hue there was a lie in


