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Jast fali and gave him one of these instances
and asked him to investigate the case. I aiso
wrote to the director of unemployment in
Nova Scotia and caIled lis attention to the
matter. The then Minister of Labour wrote
me back that it was something of a minor
case; that was the adjective hie uscd. I wrote
back rather strongiy and intimated that it
seemed to me that the government was not
doing ils duty and the Department of Labour
was not doing its duty if it did nlot sec that
this rnoney reached the people for whom it
was intended, namely, the needy, and that
nobody else but the Minister of Labour and
the Department of Labour wcrc responsible
for seeing that this meney reached this ciass
of people. We had some correspondence
about it, but the resuit was nil. Now those
instances have occurred and they stili remain
uninvestigated.

This is what I ask of my right lion. fricnd
the Prime Minister. I ask, flrst, that these
cases be investigated. If the information
which is given me is wrong- I want to K-now
it, but this is the information tbat comes to
me, and I believe it to be correct. The in-
formation lias coule from a numiber of different
sources which I beiieve to be reliable.

I ask, in the second place, that somte method
be adeptcd by the Minister of Labour, who
is responsible for the administration of this
money, whereby the selection of the unem-
ployed xviii be made by people who have no
political interest one way or the other, such
as the overseers of the poor, the clergymen
of the district, a Red Cross committee. Some-
body who knows who are those most in need
and who are most descrving, should be selected
for the purpose of saying who shahl go on
these jobs; for I say to my riglit lion. friend,
whether he thinks it is the case or not, that
down in Nova Scotia in a great many cases
the needy and the unemployed are waiting
outside the doors of the Tory patronage
committcc to see if they are going to get
put on the job or not, and men are being
taken on just under the sanie old organization
as operates in respect of ordinary federai
public works. That is, a foreman is appointed,
a friend of the party. H1e meets the patronage
cemmittee, and tliey decide who is going to
get the work and who is not, and they are
influcnced in very large degree by the politica
of the various applicants. I say it cannot lie
otherwise se long as my hion. friend the
Minister of Labour leaves it that way. Al
the instructions that he can issue and al
the orders in council that lie can put through
will not stop that sort of thing, because after
ail what you are trying to do, or should do,
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is not to deai with the matter here in Ottawa,
but to reacli the needy of that particular
district and provide tbem with work and an
opportunity for sustenance for themaseires and
their families. The people who are aliowed te
make the selections are in many cases not
takîing the instructions issued froma Ottawva.
So I asic my hion. friend in the flrst place
to investigate, and in the second place te
adopt a different systema in regard to the
dIstribution of these relief moneys and par-
ticuiariy in the selection of the men who are
to receive this relief work.

I wish to deal çwith certain other questions.

Mr. BELL (Hamilton): Wouid it. not
ncce.ssariiy happen in cases of the kind to
xvhich my hion. friend has referrcd, that thtc
selectio-ns wouid be made by thec officiais of
some mun-icipal goverfiment?

Mr. RALSTON: No, not in the counties
1 know. I only wishi that were truc. Thé-
scecetions arc made in the instances to whichi
I have r-efcrr0-(d, I am informcd, by the usuai
district patronage committee, the .political
patronag-e committee in the district.

Mr. H-ANSON'- (Yorlk-Sunbury): Is my
lion. friend quite sure of tie facts, or are his
statements mereiy hearsay? H1e is a iawver
and lie knowvs that the evidence wvhich hoe has
givcn te the committcc xvould net for one
minute be rcceivcd in a court of iaxv. It is
a hcarsay statement. I venture to say that
tlie solection of these officiais, if it is donc in
the samne manner as it is donc in New Bruns-
wick, is made through the provincial govern-
mient. In every case an outstanding man i
the cemmunity is sciected as foreman te takze
charge of the work. H1e wiil lie a gond man
in xvhom the public wiii have confidence. The
storekeeper to whomn my hon. fricnd referred,
if hie lias given a correct statement of the
facts, and 1 arn net questioning that at 9il,
probably is a man who undcrstands construc-
tion, and the fact that lie rues a littie country
store does not preclude him from being cap-
able of carrying on construction work of that
character.

Mr. RALSTON: It means that other people
xvho are just as weiI qualified and who need
the work do net get the job.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury): That may
or may not be true. I am pointing out that
bcing a storekeeper does net necccsarily mean
that hie is net a proper man for carrying on
that work. I venture te suggest that iftlie
facts were known it would lie found that the
foreman was appointed tlirough the provincial


