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thTough; now and then subrnarines have
carried on thedr barbarous warfaire, not
only against ships of the Allied nations,
but against sh.ipa of neutrel nations aa well.
But when we teke ovorything into conaider-
ation the bighest possible îtribute must be
paid ta Sir John Jellicoe, Sir David- Beatty,
and the admirais, officera and mon -of the
British navy for ail the splendid work that

th«ey -have accomplished under almast i-
superable difficulties ever eince this war
broke out. The more guasrding %)f the North
Sea, itsel!, the awful vigil in 'wint1er sa in
summer, under al 'weather conditions, in
mist saud ice end enow, 'withhidden danger
at hend all the timne--the hidden danger
of the submaine--that task of itseif was
one that might daunt ail but the bravest
heairts. Iii addition to that, they have had
the task of keeping the whole oceen free,
so th'at ta ail intentsansd purposes thie path-
wate of the ocean bave been almost as
safe ta us as in time of peace-a wondeir-
fui toribute ta the power of -the British
nevy, and to the valor, heroism sud en-
durance of thie officera end men who man
it.

The saine mey be said, Mr. Speaker,
with regaard to t.he work wbicli Britain lias
doue in oirgauizing her aTmy. You know
'what the c>,n&ition was at first: abilàty .ta
seud overseas 80,000 or 120,000 or 160,000 men
-ta fight the battles of the Empire upon the
continent cf EuTope if occasion, should
arise. I desire ta pause hers to pay just
tribute ta tihe -memory of ithat mn who
orgauized the army which will yet wiu
victSiy for Boitsdu -and for the allied
nations. 1 metan LvSd Kitchener. We de-
ploTe his death, whicb was a great los not
Only to bis mot.her country but tic all -the
Allied nations and to the world. He did a
great work. To is standing as a groat
soldier, as the viirtual head cf the British
army et the time; ta his military ability,
ta bis indamiteble will, wbich had been
tested ou se *mauy occasions, the people
of the umited Kiugdom and of the whole
EmpiTe looked in the day ai trial, and
tbiey did not look in vain. To enilt, ta
train, ta discipline, ta arm, ta equip that
vnast .army was a task which noue O! us
here cauld adequately oomprehiend. He
lad doue a.great woirk when his untimely
deastb occu!rred, and ho would I believe,
-have done a -still greater wrkÎ if hie had
besn spared ta the Empire.

The work which the British army has ac-
.complished in this war has been referred
ta by the hon. member for Jacques Cartier.
While it is well for us ta remember the
valour and heraism cf aur awn men, and

the resourcefulness which they have shown
et every time of testing or of trial, let us
nat forget what those splendid men from the
United Kingdoin have done on the mail of
France* and Belgiurn; and let ns nat forget
the trernendous lasses whieh the population
*of the UJnited Kingdorn bas suffered in
this war during the past three years, and
suffered without repining, suffered without
for one moment relaxing the indomitable
will and the firm resolve with whieh they
entered the war, and which I arn sure will
be maintained until the end.

My right honourable friend has spaken
of somes matters ta which I will allude in
a moment; but the first ta which naturally
1 should direct my attention is the pragress
of the war during the past year. I arn
not quite prepared ta view the progress of
the war during the past twelve months sa
unfavaurably as my right hanourable friend
would suggest. If we compare the end of
1916 with the end of 1915, I think we shaîl
find that very considerable progress bas
been made by the allied nations, and that
the successes of Germany have, perbaps,
been more spectacular than real. I remem-
ber that at the end of 1915 we had aban-
doned Gallipoli, and Serbia had -been
crushed; the oùitlook was not very gaod at
that time. There has been aince a spec-
tacular German success in Rumania, and
-they are entitled ta whiatever consolation
they may flnd in that; I think there is
goad reason for helieving that it may
be faund more spectacular tban real. My
right haon. fri;bnd bas referred ta the German
defeat et Verdun. It enu be classed as
nothing else-a. cantinuaus, persistent effort
for five manths, with an enarmous sacrifice
of men, ending in absolute defeat after the
magnificent armies'of France had won back
in three or four days -ail that the Germans had
gained duri2ng five months, snd won it back
et a cost af probebly ane-twentieth. of what
the Germans hed expended in winning. it
in the first instance. Thet wes followed by
the megnificent Russian succeas, which ln-
volved the capture of no less than 500,000
prisoners from the enemy, and probably a
total loas of one and a hall million men.
Since then we know thet the British and
French have demonstrated in the battle ai
the Somme their ebility ta break the Ger-
men liue when it becomes warth wbile ta
do sa. From whet we have learned from
the press-I speek iram no officiai inform-
ation an the subject-there cen.be no doubt
that if twa piore weeks ai fine weather had


