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wick and Quebec and the municipalities
immediateiy interested, to meet the require-
ments regarding the approaches and the en-
largements of the abutments. 1 hope that
the government wiii give this matter f ull con-
sideration. It is one of great Importance to
the district. Wben the Intercolonial Raiiway
was first built the Matapedia valley was a
wiiderness, but during tbe past fifteen years
settiements bave sprung up ail along the Une.
The parisb of St. Aleis, situated near the
bridge, bas a population of neariy 2,000.
The market town for ail this Matapedia
vailey-tbe iower portion of it-is the town
of Campbeiiton, and this river bas to be
crossed ln order to reach it. As thîs super-
structure Is not being used anywhere else
on the Intercolonial Raiiway, Lt seems almost
a plty to demoiisb tbe bridge and carry the
Iron eisewhere, wben Lt couid be of sucb
service to the people of that district and'a
counecting ilnk.between Quebec and New
Brunswick. The district is tiot very ricli.
[t: is settied iargeiy by pioneer settiers, farm-
ers who have gonie In tbere durlng the last
few years, and wbo consequently have not
the means to erect an interprovinclal bridge
0f their own. If this opportunity be nlot
talcen advantage of, we sbail probably not
see an interprovinclal bridge there lu our
own lifetime. Besides there are precedents
for the government corning ta our relief lni
tilis matter. The Dominion governnient bas
already paid rnoney for an Interprovincl
bridge over the Ottawa river. We are nlot
asking the government to spend enytbing,
but to aiiow us to use the superstructure
on condition tbat the provinces of New
Brunswick and Quebec and the muicipali-
ties Interested wili meet any additionai cost
required for making this bridge servIceable
as a blghway.

Mr. BARKER. On the statement of the
hiou, gentleman, it seems to me that If tis
bridge cannot be used for railway purposes
elsewhere, this mlght be a fair opportunity
to utilize it for the purpose hie mentions.
I presume that tbe two provinces and the
mufflcipalities would be wllIng ta aIlow the
governiment the fair value of the super-
structure for the purpose for which they
need lt. Assuming that it cannot be nsed
for any rallway purposes, It would possibiy
have to be converted jnte scrap or used for
the purpose mentioned by tlue hon. gentle-
man. and ln sucb case the parties liiterested
would no doubt, pay a reasonable price for
IL.

Mr. MAROIL (Bonaventure). The bon.
member for Hainiiton bas nlot cauglit what
I intended ta convey. If this bridge Is de-
molished and taken away, It wili lose al
its value. It ls twenty-seven years aid. If
we had to purchase the bridge outright, It
would be a very good transaction on the
part of tbe administration of the Intercolon-
liC Railway te seli the bridge, but the dis-

trict la iiewiy settied and I do iiot beileve
that I could induce any of the miunicipal!-
ties to pay the amount that wouid be re-
quired ta meet the value of titis bridge,
wiiich, I tblnk, Is estimated at some $40,000.
Ail we ask is ta be ailowed ta use thue bridge
as a bighway and let that be the contribu-
tion of the Dominion to the Interprovincial
bridge, the province of New Brunswick pay-
ing the additional cost on the New Bruns-
wick side, and the province of. Quebec tbe
additional cost on tbe Quebec side. The
Restigouche Is a very difficult river to cross,
especiaiiy la the spring, when the ice is
sometimes twenty feet bigb at that point.
Any bridge with wooden pillars whiciu the
municipailes migbt put up wouid be swept
away. We want to use the large piers,
which are sufficiently wlde, and ask the
Dominion government to allow the oid bridge
which cannot be used anywhere else, ta be
used by us. It would be a pity to remove
it when, by keeping it lu position, It would
be 0f sncb good service to tbe district.

Hou. Mr. HAGGART. Couid tbey erect
a new raiiway bridge on the sanie piers and
let the old bridge remain as Lt is ?

Mr. MARCIL (Bonaventure). Yes, by en-
larging the abutments, I understand tliere
wouid be room for bath bridges.

Hon. Mr. HAGGART. Is it lu a. good
position for crossing ?

Mr. MARCIL (Bonaventure). The pro-
vince of Quebec side is ail] that could be
desired. but there wouid be some difficultY
on the New Brunswick side because it is
rigbt at tbe base of a mountain. That diffi-
culty, bowever, ls not insurmountable. For
ail these reasons I hope that the gaveru-
ment wIli consîder our request favourably.
The population of Bonaventure bas lncreased
5,000 ln the iast ten years, wblcb Inecase is
iargely due ta the opening up of the Mata-
pedia valiey. Tbe Dominion government bas
a direct intereat la deveioplag that region.
We voted last year and this year certain
sums for the purpose of enabllng a Montreai
colonization society ta send settiers Into
this Matapedia valley. From Matapedia ta
Ste. Fiavie, you bave a distance of seventy-
five miles, partiy nlot settied at ail, and you
have a raiiway runnlug tbrough that dis-
trict. By encourWging tbe development of
that district, you wiil furnlsh the Intercolou-
lai Railway wltb tbe means of meeting the
expenses incurred In runnlng through this
Matapedia valey. Ail tbraugb the vailey
new settiements are springing up, but these
people, If tbey are golng ta live along the
government uine and give It business, must
bave some encouragement. I would refer
tbe government ta wbat the Canadian Paci-
fic Rallway haýs done in Algoma and NIPIS-
sing during tbe hast few years as an ex-
ample wbich sbouid be foiiowed. Ail we
ask of the government is to flot demolish
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