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preferential ternis, on better terms than the products of foreign countries coming
tiiose enjoyed by any foreign country, and into England in competition with the pro-
that England should revert to lier former ducts of the colonies.
position of giving to the produets of lier colo- It is true that he coupled that with the ex-
nies a preferential position in lier markets. pression of opinion, that it ought to be ac-
That is the policy for which the United Em- eomupanied by free trade within the Empire,
pire Trade League have worked with great or, that there should only be a revenue
zeal and inîunuse success, and while Eng- tariff, or, at all events, that there should be
land is perhaips the most conservative coun- no )rotection within the Empire, but that
try in the world, yet I have never anywhere the protection should be against outside
wituessed sucih a revolution !n publie senti- countries. As I have said, the United Em-
mdent as I have in England, in regard to pire Trade League took up the question en-
this question of preferential trade. I need thusiastically, aud in obedience to the ex-
not tell the House that preferential trade pressed opinion of Lord Salisbury fought
woul ierease the population of Canada, for the principle, and after the last general
develop our wealth and expand our re- election in England they went back to Lord
sources to an extent that cannot be hoped Salisbury with this statement
for uînler any other systen. A deputation
froni this United Empire Trade League The greater number of the members returned
waited upon Lord Salisbury in June. 1891. to the present Parliament in support o Your
with the objeet of asking to have the Bel- Lordship's policy and Administration, advocatedt'le either in their election addresses or in their
gian and German treaties nodified. and if platforin speeches, the policy of United Empire
they eould lnot he modified, to have them de- trade, and to this fact must be ascribed some
nounced so as to remove the restrictions portion of the unparalleled majority in the House
whici iade it imîîpossible for any colony to of Conmons by -which Your Lordship Is support-
give preference To Great Britain. In thied-especially froin working-class constituencies.

coure o lu spech Lod Shisurysai The "Timies" newspaper, Mardi 10, 18963,
OnThiesgtuattermpublicotemieriosrtnust be framed says

0pt forPed before any governasent can act. No
goverrnientL can impose its own opinion on the The Prime Minister bas addressed aletter to
people oftCis country in thiese matters. You are Sir Howard Vincent, as honorarysecretary o! the
invite(]. and it is the duty of those who feel then- pnited Empire Trade League, in repy to the

telves to be the pioneers of such a movement and meinorial presented last month by the council ob
the aposties of such a doctrine, to go forth to that body, praying that notice miglit be given
fght for it, and, when tey have convinced the deiortncing the clauselu the commercial treaties
people of this country, their battie will be won. with Germany and BelgiumL preventing British

colonies froni levying a liglter duty uponBritish

course oi -fliyshospeeh Lord Salisbury a

enb goods than Tipon foreign goods, should they elect
S h erli po tb e so. Lord Salisbury says that ' since the ac-

orn forme beore pa g ovement c n tNo

oeniment oaipts its pown opnionnth eseioP to office f Her Majesty's present ad-
trade aithi the tmpire. Tien, on theos2e5wihfvisers the question o the trade relations between
els t192, the Pirliafent of Canada pass the niother country and the colonies bas been

the poleofn es otinet taktnntoSeriousconsideration, and that he is
in horugh acordwith the views expressed by

That if and when t th Parliament of Great Bh MroChamberlain as to the extrere importance
tain an Ireland admits Canadian products to the o! securing as large a share as possible of the
mlarkets of the United Kingdoni upon more fav- mutiîtal trade of the United Kingdoîn and the
ourable ternis than t accordsao the produts of oloas ies for British producers and manufacturers,
foreig countries, the Parliament otCanada uli whether located ln the colonies or i the United
be prepared tho accord corresponding advantages 5th go." The letter goes on to add that
y a substantial reduction tn the duties t im- c while t e Prime Minister fully recognizes the

poses upon British manufactured goods. inconvenient earacter of the stipulations bu ques-
The passage of that resolution was followed
hy the historie conference which took place
in Ottawa, and which cordially endorsed
that sentiment when it passed this resolu-
tion.

That this conference records Its bellef In the
advisabIlity of a customs arrangement between
Great Britain and her colonies by which trade
within the Empire may be placed on a more fav-
ourable footing than that which is carried on wIth
foreign countries.

The next important step in this matter was
made when the Right Hon. Joseph Chamber-
lain, now Secretary of State for the Col-
onies, declared at the Canada Club ban-
quet, that for so important a purpose as to
secure the unity of this great Empire, he
would be prepared to abandon the Cobdenite
view of free trade to the extent of taxing
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tion-stipulations which should never again be
agreed to by this country-he is not prepared to
give notice for the termination of these otherwisè
valuable treaties until a definite scheme has been
produced offering such probabilities of increased
trade within the Empire as would fully compen-
sate for the risk Involved."

Mark, Sir, Lord Salisbury observed that this
question of preferential trade had made an
enormous advance, but he said that before
they took the serious step of denouncing
these treaties, he wanted something to as-
sure him that It was going to result ln ad-
vantage to the Empire. On the 13th Febru-
ary, the London " Times " had an article in
whlch it said it assumes now that the Tup-
per ministry had been formed a scheme
would be propounded for the consideration
ef Lord Sallsbury, and that this question
would be taken up.
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