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to settle those grievances and entertain the claims of the
half-breeds? No. But a recommendation that a com-
mission issue to take evidence of the unenumerated half-
breeds of Manitoba and confining it to them alone, repudia-
ting by inference the olaims and rejecting by inference the
claim of all the half-breeds of the North-West outside of
Manitoba to be treated in the same manner as the Manitoba
h:lf-breads were  When hon. gentlemen opposite say they
moved before th'e rebellion, let us understand oclearly what
they did do. I refer to the report of the Miunister, to be
found on page 17. I want to place it on record, because 1
have heard it stated more than once by leading members
of the Government that they did not wait till after the
rebellion took place to meet the grievances, but they had
taken steps months before the rebellion broke out; and 1
say that statement is not in accordance with the record.
The report of the Minister is as follows :—

¢ Qertified copy of & re;!;cort of a Committee of the honorable the Privy
Council, appoved by His Excellency the Governor General in Council

on 28th January, 1855. .
¢ On a memorandum, dated 26th January, 1885, from the Minister of

the Interior, submitting that it is desirable, with a view to settling
equitably the claims of balf-breeds in Manitoba and the North-West
Territories, who would have been entitled to land had they resided in
Manitoba at the time of the transfer and filed their claims in due course
under the Manitoba Act, and also of those who, though not residing in
Manitoba and equitably entitled to participate in the grant, but did not
do 80, to ascertain the number of such half-breeds; and recommending
that he be authoriced to obtain an enumeration of them, and to employ
three persons to make such enumeration.

“ 1he committee concurin the foregoing recommendations, aid they

advise that the requisite authority be granted.”
So this recommendation, meagre as it was, short as it was,
did not go farther than the Manitoba half-breeds, It did
not touch the half-breeds of the plains; and it did not say
what the policy of the Government was, It held out no
promise ; it did not point out to what extent the Govern-
ment would yield, whether it would grant certain parts of
the petitions or the whole. It is merely & recommendation
of one part of the claim and one part only. Then we find
nothing more is done, We find events moving very rapidly,
reports tumbling in on the Government that their inaction,
their eriminal inaction, is bearing its legitimate frnit., We
find the Government being told that the half breeds, des-
pairing of redressing by petitions and by legitimate means
their grievances, are unfortunately rising in arms. We
find a telegram coming in on 11th March, from Superinten-
dent Crozier, stating that the half-breeds are excited, that
they are moving about more than usual and are preparing
arms. Oun 11th March there was ancther despatch from
Superintendent Crozier, stating :

¢ Half-breeds greatly exciced ; regorted_ they threaten on QOarleton
before 16th. Half-breeds refuse to take freight or employment for Gov~
ernment ; will stop all freight coming into country after 16th of this
month ; getting arms ready ; lead:r will not allow people to leave home
as they may be required.”
On 14th March, Lieut.-Colonel Irvine telegraphed :

‘¢ Lieutenant-Governor received telegram, dated Oarleton, to-day,
from Crozier, gaying half-breed rebellion may break out any moment,
and joined by Indians, and asking that his division be largely increased.

Would recommend that at least 100 men be sent at once, before roads
break up. Please instruct.”

We find a telegram to Colonel Irvine, dated Ottaws, 15th
March :

¢ Start for the north, uickly as possible, with all available men up
t0 100. Telegraph marching out ; state and report when pasing tele-
graph stations.”
On 19th March there is a telegram
Deane, dated Rogina

‘“The following received from Superintendent Crozier: ¢ Rumor
to-night Indians being tampered wi‘h; large force should be sent with-
out delay that arrests may be made if n to prevent further and
continuous trouble from Riel and followers.’ !’ ’
In a word, we find that the Government policy of masterly
inactivity had borpe its legitimate frait, that their policy
of criminal inaction had borne the only legitimate fruit

from Superintendent

that conld be expected from it. We find that these people
took up arms, and thon only action was takun by the Gov-
ernment. On 30th March, after the rebellion had broken
out, we find & report of the Coramittee of the Privy Counocil
acknowledging that their previous report of January, to
which 1 have referred, was altogether incomplete, and
reociting that it was necessary to go much further.

¢ The Minister of Interior, on representations made that it was desir-
able to have made an enumeration of the half-breeds in Manitoba and
the North-West Territories, who would have been entitled to land had
they resided in Manitoba at the time of the transfer, was authorised by
Your Excellency in Council, under date the 28th of January last, to
appoint commissioners and the following gentlemen were accordingly
aippointed to carry into effect the said order of Your Excellency in Coun-
cil, namely : Will'am Purvis Rochford Street, of the city of gondon, in
the Province of Ontario, one of Her Majesty counsel learned in the
law, who ig to be chairman of the commission ; Roger (Goulet of the
town of St. Boniface, in the Proviuce of Manitoba, dominion launds
surveyor ; and Amedée Edmond Forget, of the town of Regins, in the
Provisional District of Assinaboia, clerk of the North-West Qouncil and
barrister-at-law,

‘“The Minister of Tnterior is of opinion that th~ scope of the enquiry to
be made by the commissioners appointed under the authority of the
order' of Your Excellency in Oouncil above mentioned should be enlar

ged.’
The rebellion had changed their position. It had enabled
them to grasp things which they should bave grasped
months and years before; it enabled them to see that the
policy of inaction and delay would not do any longer,
because we find the Minister recommending the enlarge-
ment of the scope of the commission, so a8 to include the
half-breeds of the plains outside of Manitoba, as well as the
others, That is what we have, on the 30th day of March,
after the rebelliou is in fall force, and, therefore, when the
Government claim that they took action which oughtto
have prevented the rising, we appeal to the record and let
it show that their action wastaken long after the rebellion
broke out. Even on the 4th of April, 1883, the authority
which they gave was not complete; they had not fully
mastered the subject yet, and the commissioner appointed
to take evidence, telegraphed them on the 4th of April, to
the following effeot :—
‘ Bourn Ozxrre, MaNiToRA, 4th April, 1885,

' If desired by half-breeds, would it not be advisable to grant scrip one
sixty or two forty dollars, permitting them to acquire title to lands in
occupation through fossesaion? Otherwise Government really gives
nothing for Indian title.”’
That telegram is explained by a letter forwarded by the
commissioner next day. The Minister and his Deputy
evidently did not understand the question, It is true that
some years previously, when a petition came from the half-
breeds setting forth their grievances, the Deputy Minister
said that he could not nnderstand the petition and Mr, Law-
rence Clarke came to his rescue, and pointed out what the
Minister and his Deputy evidently did not know that an
Act of Parliament had provided the means whereby this
claim of the half-breeds to the Indian title should be
extinguished—pointed out that it was the duty of the
Government to act in that way, and if they were ignorant
of their own Aocts they were to blame and not the half-
breeds. There appears to bave been & repetition of this
state of things in 1885, They did not seem to know then,
and Mr. Street follows up the telegram I have already read
with the following : ’

“ Commission agree in recommending that power be granted them to
deal with occupying balf-breeds in the manner summarised in my mes-
sage of yesterday ; also, if possible, to enable commission to settle
claims of supplementary Manitoba half-breeds by allowing them the
same terms ag North-West half-breeds.”

That was followed the next day by this leiter to the
Minister:
¢ Wimxiree, 5th April, 1885.

¢ My Dxar B Davio,—We arrived here early this morning. I met
mgefellow-commisaioneu at the Dominion Land Office at ten o’clock.
They introduced the subject a8 to which I teleﬁsﬁbed you yesterday,
and spoke very strongly as to ite being one which was likely tobes



