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exceedingly whether Canada has ever derived any benefit tien of this sort. The people of St. Thomas, a littie more
from railway companies. than a year ago, gave a very large bonus to the Credit

Mr. CASEY. I am glad to find that the lion. gentleman ValleyiRailway Company te enable thom te completheir
who introduced this Bill adheres to his determination to 'une to that city, hoping thus te get cempetitien east-
secure some legislation on this subject. I agree with the ward with the Great Western iRailway, wbich fermerly
hon. member for Lanark (Mr. Haggart) and the hon. mem- eontrolled ail traffie te the eastward; but, Sir, the bonus
ber who bas just taken his seat, that some legislation is was scarcely given and the railway scarcely completed
necessary. There is no doubt that railway companies, when it appeared that negetiations were in prigress for the
which have received special powers from Parliament for consolidation of the Credit Valley Railway with the Great
the purposes of the convenience of the people, should, to a Western, with which it was intended te compote, se that
great extent, come under the control of the people, or of the people of St. Thomas found, after giving a bonus of
some body appointed by them. The case is even stronger $50)000 to secure a cerpeting lino, that they bad enly
where railways, as is now so generally the case, have received seured another branch of the railway which controlled the
aid from the Goverument or the municipalities interested in traffie of the town. 0f course it migbt ho impossible te
their construction. In this case, there is no doubt that the prevent arrangements which might amount te an amalga-
publie interest should take precedence to the interests of the mation; but if a Cenmission existed as provided by tbis
shareholders in any arrangements connected with the run- Bil, they could very easily provide that the city whieh had
ning ofthose linos. These roads have received their charters subscribed se Iargely for the purpose of securing cempeti-
and large assistance for the very purpose of affording accom- Uon should net be defeated in that objeet. I have ne doubt
modation to the people, and if the sharcholders attempt te other sections of the country are suffering in the same way,
set the interests of the people at deflance, or manage the and that the cvii will, in a few years, become greater
linos purely for their own profit, I think it would than it is new. There us ne doubt that the twe greatest
be proper that Parliament should step in, and railway corporations un the country are competing with
protect the rights of those who invested in them. eaeh other te buy up existing linos. The Canadian Pacific
I am very sorry that the hon. Minister of Railways seems toiRailway Company is acquiring ailthe lnes it can get. It
take the opposite view-that lie seems to consider that the bas acquired the provincial railway extending from this
interests of the railways should be set above the interest of city te Montreal; and it is said it las acquîred, or is trying
the public. In the objections lie has raised against the Bill, to acquire, this very Great Western Railway, togeiber with
he bas referred almost entirely to the injury that miglt the link btween Ottawa and Toront wbich is te form part
possibly be done to the railways by interfering in any way ofits threugline. We know that the Grand Trunk Rai1way

.with their traffic. He says that our railways are not iso- 15 also trying te obtain ah the side lnes it can get; and ais
lated-that they have to compote with American railways, netimprobable that, before leng, we shah find the entire rail.
and that they should not be handicapped by our putting any way trade ef Canada in thehands of those two greateompanies,
restrictions on their traffic arrangements. It is truc, they which, by their competition, may reduce througl rates, but
have to compete to a certain extentwith American railways, will make np their losses in that respect by the exorbitant
but there is no necessity for these railways competing rates which they will charge for local traffie. J think the
beyond a point at which it is profitable for them to do so. creation of this vast corpany last yoar, and the fact of
They have done so, however, and I believe if a Railway Com- sucl competition geing on betwoen it and the Grand Trunk,
mission were lu existence whicli would sometirnes restrit are weighty reasons for the passage of some such mesure
our Canadian linos frern engnging in that eut-tliroat cempo- as that introduced by the hon. membr for North Simcoe.
tition, the sharehelders of these railways, as well as tho J donet pretend to have goene thrugh the provisions ef
publie in goneral, would bebenefitted. The bon. member tbat Bill in detail. There ire provisions la it, the opera-
for Niagara tells us that it would bo a great injury, net only ten of which do net quiterunderstand, aud provisions
te the railways, but te our peole, if we prevented the rail- whicl may be objection able; but I think the ieuse would
ways from getting al the freigit they eaufwrom acrass the only bce doing an act of simle justice t the people of this
lino. I do net ay that it migit net bc an injury if they j country, who bave subscribed largely to different ssnes of
did net get semecf it; but I say that the carrying of ns railways, in passing the Bi llthraugh its second reading, ad
through freight from the wcvet te the sea-board is injurieus; giving the hon, gentleman an oppertunity in Cornmittee
te the public as well as te thcmselves-injurious te them. of perfecting it, and making it somethineg tsorughly prac-
selves because tbey do it a1t rates that do net pay; and inju-! tical and useful. The objection bas been mnade that we cati-

ous te the people of Canada because, in erder te keep nt dope oaything to regulate provincial fines. I se the
down the rates for through freiglit, they have te charge hon, gentleman provides a possible solution of that difficulty
higlier local rates> often te people who have aided in the h5 talowing ourCemmissioners te sit with provincial Coni-
construction of these same roads. 1 say that, in sucb cases, missioners; but that difficlty is disappearing gradually by
the restriction laid on with the firm hand wsith which the cthe absorption of the provincialines bywy h twre t
hon. Miniister of Railways would, ne doubt, lay it on, would railway linos ef the Dominion. I am glad tse scthe sup-
be very beneflcial. Discrimination ef a very objectionable port which this Bi lias roceived fresn both sides of the
form aise arises sometimes between neighborhoods lu Canada, Blouse, nthougl vthe on. Minister ofiRailways appears te hb
sometimes because certain railways have favored peints, and against it. The arguments advanced in its fvor are such
sometiines because thcy have te compote at certnin points as ocurrld te bnany of us a year ago, whbjen wo e du-
with rival linos. We have monopolies la Canada itserf- cussing tho groat railway shere of the Govrnment. w
monopolies created by law, as in the case cf thegreat thon urged the great danger te the ceuntry aising frorn
monopolý which controis the entiro trade of tho Nerth-Westthe cratino f a railway monopoly, and I arn glad tesce
and will probably yot control tho entire trade of Canada. that bon. gontuemen on the other side of the ouse fe l the
We bave monopolios created by circumstances, as when eue ferce of those arguments more keenly this year than tcy
railway only exists in a ne-ghborhood, and wiul net allew did last yoarand i trust that, by the passage of this
another te go through it. We have monopolies created by meastire, we shalbo abue te do away with sorne of the
amalgamations, where linos created te compote witl oac haevils whieh this meonopoly may bring upon us.
ther afterwards arnagamate-and this is net one of the Mn. CA;ERON (Victoriai. This Bilr has attracted a

least objectionable cases that arise. In fact, luniny own goed deal of attention during the past two or three years i
county, as well as in neighboring counties, we are feeling, the Province of Ontarieo. Thor ehave been tnumroUS
ut the present moment, some of the eflects of an amaugama-y discussions upon t uin the press ando at publimeetiDe,

Mr. WALLACE (Norfolk).


