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forms to meet new problems as they ariseo It may well
face even more difficult tests in the futureo I hope it
will meet -them suecessfully becsuse thi$ aasociution
tlus, I thi'tik, importance and value for more than its
;r~e :iber s ,

So far, in spite of its anomalies, the Cor onwe,t i.
hc.s tivorked o The Prime Pllinister of Canada, PIr o 3t o Laurent,
in our ïiouse of Commons said this :

"I think that the reul link between the v urioua
meMbers of the Commonwealth is their cônzuion iueals,
their râemories of association in the p& :.'t, thei r
intiaate conviction t:iat thut association in the pn.st
has been for the benefit of their people, urthor
desire to conserve that àssoci ;.tion in the future for
the benefit of their peopieo I do not think that we ur~ .
being presunptuous or coiiceited when we believe, and
even when we express the belief, that this Corilmonwe Lltii
g1•oup riot only works for the benefit of its own ~reoiic .,
but is ru7 efiective iristrurlent for the bood of free
marikind ttlroughout the v,hole worla,•"

Most Canadians would so.y that the central reason
why the Corrionwealth persists (desiite occasional gloor~y
l,redictions that its days are numbereû) is due as muon as
unything to the absence of formal and binding central
m3chinery, and to the flexibility and freedom of its working
arrangemer.ts, The Commonwealth has, for instance, no comr.ion
lebisl~tion, no binding defence agreements, no Chief3 o f
Ltaff Coirmittee, no common tariff structure, no contrai foreign
office,

There seems to be agood deal of perplexity in
otiier countries about this absence of central institutions -
of "organizationn, ?1e feel, however, that every,thing that
it is possible to do th~•ough the Commonwealth, can be done
'4thout such formal, rigid institutions, which might pre judice
the freedom of the separate parts, It is the consensus of
Commonwealth opinion that the conduct of each memberts own
zffairs would be made more difficult - if not quite impossible -
if such formal institutions existed ; and that this, in it s
turn, would make a free and co-operative association • .
aiffjouit to maintain ,

The Commonwealth has shown in the pst - r nci i :3
taday - L-l,ut - notithst :rl.uin~ its informc.►1, alcios t

casual structure - it is .an association capable o f
contr~ buting in no sma~llmeaeure to the ,ytren~;th and.. stubilit~~
of tt~ freea.world, '

Defence is an example of thiso Twice, in the past
thirty years, the countries of the Commonwealth have risen
in times of crisis and have given strength to the free world
.then it was sorely triedo They have re~ eatedly shown that
t-ley ean muster great power and resources in war . They
have co-operated effectively to resist 'aggression o

Yet we in Canada have nover' rQgarded ~the Commonwealth,
Primarily, as an instrument for o~•ganiz~ing oL*' corn :zon
3eCurity on the basis of our collpctive• ~trenigth1Ye do not
consiaer it so todayo The security of all partsiof the


