
(D) ROYAL COMMISSION ON DOMINON-PROVINCIAL
RELATIONS

TEXT 0F PRIMIE MINISTER MIACKENZIE KING'S LETTER
TO THE PROVINCIAL PREMIIERS PROPOSING A
DOMIINION-PROVINCIAL CONFERENCE IN MIID-JANUl-
AR Y TO DISCUSS THE RECOMM1ENDATIONS 0F THE
ROYAL COMMAISSION ON DOMIINION-PRO VINCIAL
RELATIONS, DATED NOVEMIBER 7, 1940.

t>ear PREMIER:

As you are aware, the report of the Royal Commission on Dominion-
v7ircial relations was presented to the Government of Canada on
S16, 1940. Although it was not possible to study this report immedi-
Supon its receipt, my colleagues and 1 have availed ourselves of the

)ttunity afforded by the adj ournment of Parliamnent on Aiigust 7th
ive to its recommendca tions the most careful consideration,

The report comrmends itself strongly to our judgment. We bellevq
n~o time should be lost in arranging for a conference with the prov-

S, in order to secure, if possible, the adoption of the commission'
nimnendlations,.

Yeu will recail the cîrcunistanices which, in 1937, led to the creation
li RoelSri commission. It was appointed because of general
Itisfaction ini respect of Dominion-Provincial relations and arranuge-~
ts-a dissatisf action which reached a criticaI stage during the
essiopn. The inability of local anid prvincial governents to deal

nriass unemployment and agricul.tural distiress, and the resulting
Icial diffloulties and controversy i~n regard to policy and adminisrative
()nsibility, constituted admittedi evils and a serious strain onntoa
Y. The necessit4y, under existing constitutional authority, of muain-'

nglocal respousibility for relief, precluded the devel4oppmen of
ieona national scale, and~ prçoduced a situation whiel? serisly

ýted the morale of the unemployed and destroyed the finaneial inde-
lneof many local governments. In the emergeney the Dominion

e large contributions for relief purposes but could not assume full! or
laet responsibility for iinemployment nor can it do so unes

IýUres sueh as those contemplated by the commission are agreed upon.

PROBLEm AGGRAVATED

la


