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E. Suggestions and recommendations

40. The Committee recommends that the State Party consider re-establishing a national programme
with specific cash transfers for social assistance and social services that includes universal
entitlements and national standards and lays down a legally enforceable right to adequate assistance
for all persons in need, a right to freely chosen work, a right to appeal and a right to move freely from
one job to another.

41. The Committee urges the State Party to establish officially a poverty line and to establish social
assistance at levels which ensure the realization of an adequate standard of living for all.

42. The Committee recommends that federal and provincial agreements should be adjusted so as to
ensure, in whatever ways are appropriate, that services such as mental health care, home care, child
care and attendant care, shelters for battered women and legal aid for non-criminal matters, are
available at levels that ensure the right to an adequate standard of living.

43. The Committee calls upon the State Party to act urgently with respect to the recommendations of
RCAP. The Committee also calls upon the

State Party to take concrete and urgent steps to restore and respect an Aboriginal land and resource
base adequate to achieve a sustainable Aboriginal economy and culture.

44. The Committee recommends that the National Child Benefit Scheme be amended so as to
prohibit provinces from deducting the benefit from social assistance entitlements.

45. The Committee recommends that Canada's Employment Insurance Programme be reformed so as
to provide adequate coverage for all unemployed workers in an amount and for a duration which fully
guarantees their right to social security.

46. The Committee recommends that the federal, provincial and territorial governments address
homelessness and inadequate housing as a national emergency by reinstating or increasing, as the
case may be, social housing programmes for those in need, improving and properly enforcing anti-
discrimination legislation in the field of housing, increasing shelter allowances and social assistance
rates to realistic levels, providing adequate support services for persons with disabilities, improving
protection of security of tenure for tenants and improving protection of affordable rental housing
stock from conversion to other uses. The Committee urges the State party to implement a national
strategy for the reduction of homelessness and poverty.

47. The Committee calls upon the State party, in consultation with the communities concerned, to
address the situation described in paragraph 29 with a view to ensuring full respect for human rights.

48. The Committee recommends that the Government of Canada take additional steps to ensure the
enjoyment of economic and social rights for people with disabilities, in accordance with the

Committee's General Comment No. 5.

49. The Committee urges the Government to develop and expand adequate programmes to address
the financial obstacles to post-secondary education for low-income students, without any
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