
In oui lifetime our planet has undergone one of the most dramatic transformations ini its

history. It has moved from the aftermath of the industrial revolution to a new era in

which knowledge, information and new technologies shape oui lives. Yet, despite the

scientific and technological changes that have swept the world, over one billion people in

the developing countries are engulfed in abject poverty and nearly one billion are

illiterate.

Thec world faces fornidable challenges as our planet stands on the threshold of a new

millcnnium. As the UNESCO Commission on Education for the 21 Century (the Delors

Report) noted, about one fifth of the globe is illiterate with increasingly dysfunctional

school systems where the need is greatest. Furtherniore, the numbers arc growing - 6.2

billion peuple by 2000. Countries Ieast able to support the burgeoning populations under

15 years of age have the highcst growth rates, are thc Icast equippcd to educate, to

provide jobs and to, assure adequate heatth and social services. Thec resulting rapid


