
disabted peopte accepted their responsibilities as citizens and influenoed changes in
government and approaches to disability services. Government provided substantial
resources through the disabled persons participation program to recognize the
important rote of disability organizations in the voice of disabled people. As the UN
Decade drew to a close, disabitity increasingly became of lesser importance, received
tesser priority in governmeflt funding and policy direction within Canada. Rather than

arguing their case for inclusion on a rights basis within Canadian society the disability
movement began to look at strategic initiatives. The language changed from one of

human rights and national standards to one of practical achievements and what was

doable. This is also reflected in Canada's role intemnationally. Where Canada ptayed a

very active role within the United Nations in promoting disability issues in the nineties
after the end of the Decade in 1992 there was very littie evidence that Canada played
any significant role tilt the end of the oentury. There is evidence at the present time, the
beginning of the 2111 century that this is beginning to change again. Canada has played

a role in getting the World Bank to inctude disability issues and is becoming more active
in other international initiatives again.

As has been pointed out in some of the previous analysis the human rights
framework that Canada has developed around disabitity issues in Canada have had
Iimited impact on Canadian foreign poticy. Examples of this inctude strategies around

supporting landmine survivors, where the focus became one of focusing on practicat
issues rather than broader human rights initiatives. While Canada has devetoped a

framework for promoting human nights within CIDA, this has to date yet had very tittte
imnnact on the issues of disabted people. In fact disabled people have not been


