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ARTICLE 4

Nothing in this Protocol shall affect in any way the rules of
international law pertaining to fixed platforms located on the continental

shelf.
ARTICLE 5

1 This Protocol shall be open for signature at Rome on 10 March 1988 and
at the Headquarters of the International Maritime Organization (hereinafter
referred to as "the Organization”) from 14 March 1988 to 9 March 1989 by any
State which has signed the Convention. It shall thereafter remain open for

accession.
2 States may express thelr consent to be bound by this Protocol by:

(a) signature without reservation as to ratification, acceptance or

approval; or

(b) signature subject to ratification, acceptance or approval, followed

by ratification, acceptance or approval; or
(¢) accession.

3 Ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall be effected by the

deposit of an instrument to that effect with the Secretary-General.

4 Only a State which has signed the Convention withous reservation as to
ratification, acceptance or approval, or has ratified, accepted, approved or

acceded to the Convention may bacome a Party to this Protocol.
ARTICLE 6

h This Protocol shall enter into force ninety days following the date

on which three States have either signed it without reservation as to
ratification, acceptance or approval, or have deposited an instrument of
ratification, acceptance, approval or accession in respect thereof. However,
this Protocol shall not enter into force before the Convention has entered

into force.




