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Mr. TOTH (Hungary):

Other events of this year so far had a complex impact on our
proceedings. Perhaps the most significant influence can be attributed to the
Gulf conflict, to the lingering threat of the use of chemical weapons in the
war. Expectations concerning the outcome of the conflict and the possible
terms of its settlement had a discernible effect on the negotiations on the
total prohibition of chemical weapons and the destruction of their stockpiles,
leading to meaningful work on pending issues of the future chemical weapons
convention.

No less importance can be attached to the arms control and disarmament
initiatives that were launched following the ending of the Gulf crisis. The
chemical weapons initiative of the United States President, the new arms
control and disarmament plan put forward by the President of France are major
developments. Important steps were also made towards achieving the
universality of the NPT, including the announcement of the decision in
principle of two nuclear-weapon States, France and China, to sign the
non-proliferation Treaty.

The re—evaluation by the United States of security policy related to
chemical weapons has had an immense effect on the CW negotiaticms. We
certainly add our voice to the numerous appraisals expressed in this hall
regarding the decision announced by President Bush a couple of months ago to
move away from a position previously held concerning the conditional
destruction of chemical weapon stockpiles and the right of retaliatory use of
chemical weapons. That initiative marked a genuine intent to conclude a
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