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to improving and promoting national policies and multilateral co-operation for 

development in support of national programmes, bearing in mind that each country is 
responsible for its own development policy. The cap between the developed and 

developing countries, particularly the least developed among them, instead of 
narrowing, is widening further. In order to stem such negative trends and mitigate 
the current difficulties of the developing countries, which affect women the most, 
one of the primary tasks of the international communityis to pursue with all 
vigour the efforts directed towards the establishment of a New International 
Economic Order founded on equity, sovereign equality, interdependence and con 

 interest. 

B. Substantive background of the Forwàrd-looking Strategies 

Paragraph 9  

The three objectives of the Decade - equality, development and peace - are 
broad, interrelated and mutually reingorcing, so that the achievement of one 
contributes to the achievement of another. 

Paragraph 10  

The Copenhagen World Conference interpreted equality as meaning not only legal 
equality, the elimination of de jure discrimination, but also equality of rights, 
responsibilities and opportunities for the participation of women in development, 
both as beneficiaries and as active agents. 

Paragraph 11 

Equality is both a goal and a means whereby individuals are accorded equal 
treatment under the law and equal opportunities to enjoy their rights and to 
develop their potential talents and skills so that they can participate in national 
political, economic, social and cultural development and can benefit from its 
results. For women in particular, equality means the realization of rights that 
have been denied as a result of cultural, institutional, behavioural and 
attitudinal discrimination. Equality is important for development and peace 
because national and global inequities perpetuate themselves and increase tensions 
of all types. 

Paragraph 12  

The role of women in development is directly related to the goal of 
comprehensive social and economic development and is fundamental to the development 
of all societies. Development means total development, including development in 
the political, economic, social, cultural and other dimensions of human life, as 
well as the development of the economic and other material resources and the 
physical, moral, intellectual and cultural growth of human beings. It should be 
conducive to providing women, particularly those who are poor or destitute, with 
the necessary means for increasingly claiming, achieVing, enjoying and utilizing 
equality of opportunity. More directly, the increasingly successful participation 
of each woman in societal activities as a legally independent agent will contribute 
to further recognition in practice of her right to equality. Development also 
requires a moral dimension to ensure that it is just and responsive to the needs 
and rights of the individual and that science and technology are applied within a 
social and economic framework that ensures environmental safety for all life forms 
on our planet. 
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