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netwdfk.r ThéVStéfions can be éepafated into two bfoad cate-
‘gories - oceanic and continental (but in regions of low popu-
lation usually coinéidipg with arid areas). A third category ;
»of locations whicﬁ'is usefui %bf.stuinng background précipi-
tation chemistry consists of stations on the;west coast
~of the major continents in the westerlies beit whére most of
the\precipitation occurs with on-shore air—méss trajectories.

Finally, data from the polar regionsArepresents the most remote

are summarized on Table 6.

-Remote‘oceanic stations:

These locatiohs indicate considerable vérabilify with
monthly- average pH values of precipitation rénging_over at
! | least 1.5 units. 1In all casés,fthe median value is less
than pH 5.6 with lowest values about 4.6 to 4.7. This réprgsents
an increase in acidity by a factor of 10 abqve that expectedi |

; in "clean" rain.

} locations. Data on precipitation pH in each of these categories

West-coast stations
Elg - Excebt for the heavily populated areas around Los Angeles,
- ~ San Francisco and Seattle-Vancover; pPH values on the west-coast
B of North America aVer.‘ag_e about 5.0. |
a _ " on the ‘wes_t-;cqast. of Norway (well ?émOVéd from the pél-

luted region in Ehe,southf,the:pH of the rain is averaging

; over 6-month periods between 4.6 and 4.9. The sulfate content




