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towards the long stretcli of water,
lined on either side witlî its evergreen
fringe of spruce and cedar, otîiy to

relapse again mbt mloody contenip-
lation of the more aninîated scene in

the foreground. Hopes, desires, amn-

bition-the seed froni whicli our dis-

appointiiients spring-were at work
beneath ilie stoical surface of tbis red

manl.
WeiI knows tbis patriarcli of bis

tribe that his days are near the unte of'

the "great divide," and, like yon

golden setting suin, lie, too, muiist clip

beliutîd thc horizon into tlie invisible,
and joini bis ancestors iii the happy

hunting grounids. Upon otlier shouid-
ers nust faîl the inantie of his chieF-

ship. Many tnoons ago lie Lad chiosen

hitn upon whom xviii rest this respons-

ibilîty, but for the first time in bis long

career, lic sceuts a sp)irit of oppositiotn

amiong bis dusky vassals. His chioice

naturally falîs upon a youing brave, bis

nephew, an orphani, wbo bas been to

Iinii even as a soit, for the chiief« lias no

child but the niaid by bis side. But

among the warriors is evident a desire
to institute a niew liue of lieredibary

chiefs ; and bbc keeti rivalry between

Wawano, the rnepliew and clioice of

Wabuuo, and 'vendigo, bbe tentative

choice of flie ti ibe, for flie bauid of

Minnedosa, (Laiugbing-eyes)tIC duiel's

daugliter, lias gradually evolved

a state of affairs wlîich at this time is

about to culminate i definite action.

Lt is ibis conflicting comibiniabion of

circumnstauces that sbamps thc auxious

look on bbe features of Wabnno.
Soine weeks before, at bbc first ap-

pearance of the inew nîoon, whose

graceful crescent prcsented its convex

curve towards the earbh, presaging

success to their înissiotî-a deputabion

of the stalwarts of bbe bribe hield couti-

cil with the aged chief, and, whie
apparently concurring in bis choice of
a successor, yet to prove the fitness of
the candidate for this great honor, pro-
posed a test which could but appear
reasonable to Wabuno, but which. they,
crafty and cunning, knew or believed
would effectually settle this question
of succession.

Some venturesome members of the
baud, nmore daring perhiaps, in the
pursuit of ganle, had wandered far to
the sonth, ai-d there heard faint
ruinors of pale faced intruders, voy-
ageurs froîîî far beyond the rising suni,
briinig with theni strange-shaped
spears, w'hich burst with fire and noise
and kili big gaune, whule reniaiuing in
the hands of the liunter.

Lt is proposed that Wawauo go to
the lodge of the pale face, far away on

the shore of the great sait water, and
bring back to Wabtino oie of thiese
"devil spears," tlîat lie may sec, and

take with himi on his last aud eternal
huntîug expedition, the new device,
aud Wawaluo rnay prove hiniseif
worthy of ruliug, by doing whiat no
mi of their tribe had doue before.

But they, ini thieir crafty hearts, deeni
tbis exploit to, be impossible ; a fool-
hardy journey from which they hope

lie cati neyer return. Thus will
Wawano uuncousciouisly aid their

schemes and, hinself, solve the prob-
lenî-leaving his sweetiîeart and the
cheiftainship easy of acquisition by
his rival.

But mien propose and the inighty
universai law of life disposes. Wawano
deparis; and his canoe soon becomes
a mere speck far dowu the placid, sun-

lit lake. Fired with hopes, every
iierve pulsating with lusty manhood,
wliat cares he for distance or obstacles ?
Does the confidence of youtl ever


