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expression of good will. Lt is to lie hoped that lie will neyer become pro-

ficieut in arts which have been practised bere with very gratifyi ng resuits

to tlie artist, but with bad resuits to, our people. bis good sense appears

in bis declaration that nothing shall induce him to reprint bis occasional

speeches. The playful motive whici lie assigns may lie supposed to cover

more serious reasons of taste and judgment ; lie sees that there is no greater

betrayal of vanity than a volume of speeches re-printed wlieu their import-

ance is gOne. lie would be a great man or something approaching one if

lie conld, by a stili higlier act of seif-abuegation, resign himself to acting

simpiy as the representative of a Constitutional Monarchy and refrain

from making any use of the artificial authority connected with bis rank

and office for the purpose of influencing opinion, and thus iuterfering xvith

the natüral. course of destinies whicli he is not to share. But it may safely

be said that lie is above the noxious littleness of tampering with the press

and tuning its organs in bis own praise. From bis grandfather, the Nestor

of Liberalism both in age and counsel, lie ougbt to, inherit a mind at once

liberal and sure-footed. The atonies of bis harshness as an Irish landlord

are untrue. Though lie is an absentee bis estates are kindiy administered,

aud lie is popular with bis tenantry. These calumnies, and the attempts

to excite daugerons feelings agaiust himi, seem to have been ciearly traced,

not to, anybody in Canada, but to, the enterprising editor of the Chicago

Tribune, who caters, and is no doubt wortliy to cater, for the dynamiters

and thugs of Chicago. Amongr the Canadian Irishi there lias been littie or no

feeling of sympathy with the cnit-ninal parts of tbec movement ; nor have

their organs, like the Fenian papers in the United States and in Jreland,

ponred a torrent of calumnious ordure over the British Goverument, and

over the characters of ail British men and women. Their comparative

freedom, from, bitterness, with tbe British flag always before their eyes,

seems to show that the anti-British frenzy of their brethren south of the

line is not spontaneous, but the work of demagogrues, and that if the denia-

gogues were out of the way, it wonld be likely to subside. Lord Lans-

downe bas disapproved parts of Mr. Gladstone's agrarian legislation ; bnt

parts of Mn. Giadstone's agrarian legislation are disapproved by persons

who are neither large propnietors of Irishi land nor smaîl proprietors of

good sense.

ON< the delicate questions of Caniadian destiny Lord Lansdowne tonched

with judicious neserve, thongli by bis order as well as by bis office lie is

bound to adopt the Impenialist vliew. b-is tbeory of the proper rela-

tions between the colonies and the Mother Country lie expressed under the

image of saplings growing up aronnd the parent tree. No friend of inde-

pendence, at any rate, wiil quarrel with that similitude ; for witli ea-

turity, the life of oach sapiin g becoines independent ; non does any

tree in the forest send a Governor-General te another. The Dryad in lier

teens no doubt feels towards lier lcafy mother the affectionate rteverence

which 'ail British Canadians cherisb towards the Mother Country, and

which is at least as atrong in the breasts of Nationalists as in those of the

politicians of botli parties who voted for the Home Rule resolutions. It

would be perilons to, daliy witli these higb themes. But there la one very

simple and practical piece of advice which. miglit be.useful to the Governor-

Genenal if it couid find its way te bis angust ear. Let 'him cause to lie

prepared by some unofficial hand and hung where it will often meet bis

oye, a map of the Dominion showing distinctly the boundanies of the culti-

vable territory, and also the territory occupied by a solid population of

Frenchi. Sncb a map, presenting the neal conformation and geographicàl

relations of bis realm, will teacb bim, by a inetbod ns simple as that of an

objeet lesson, trutbs alike as te, the present and the future, whicb lie will

bardiy learn from officiai documents or from official lips.

Iu a social point of view it is not very easy even for tho wisest of

Govennons te, prevent bis Court from. producing its eflecta. Wlien we

read the Court iist of persons of fashion who have attended bis Excel-

lency's State bail or reception, and the descriptive catalogues of ineffable

millînery, in whicli oaci Court lady deliglits te see lier expensiveneas

chrouicled, we cannot help feeling that, compared witb this sort of thing,

even Socialism may bave sometbing to say for itself. It is thia sort of

thing, iu truth, tbat, by filliug the minds of the people at once witli euvy

and contempt of the wealthy, makes Socialism flouriali. If, as the advo-

cates of the institution always assume, colonial manuers need to, be nefined,

this is not the way to reflue them. Whatever vulganity exista eau only bo

made ten times more vulgar by that wbicli fosters at once servility and

ostentation. At a State hall in one of the Australian colonies a gentle-

man wlie bad the misfortune to, tread on the gorgeons dress of a great

lady, received, to, lis surprise, from the weAner's lips, a double-sbotted

epithet, 'which lost none of its vernacular naciness from being uttered

,within the precie1ets of a Cot4rt, L4~ the case of a real aristocracy, fqoly
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and dispiay are haif justified by tradition and are softened by hereditary

taste. Vice-royalty in no way oppresses us, but it misleads us. In

poiitics it makes us rely on a fiction instead of working out real securitieS

for the~ stability and authority of government. In manners it directs our

aim to an ideal which, happily for us, neyer can be ours. No manners in

the world are in reality better tban those of the self-made man of this con-

tinent, so long as he is content to be himself. The Governor-Generai may,

at ail events, and it cannot be doubted that he wili, refrain as far as pos-

sible froin stimu]ating extravagance, which, where incomes are srnall, is

really cruel. What are likely to be the consequences of opening a Castie

Rackrent at Ottawa, he maay learn by inquiry into the experience of the

past. Some of the Governiment cierks are said stili to rue the day.

lx June last, it wiil be remembered, a formai indictment for a most

serions offence was preferred by the Globe against Mr. Shields and against

the Government as bis aileged employer and confederate. Mr. Shields, it

was averred, had been the agent of the Government in the last elections

and had expended on that side a very large sura of money, (apparently

ovr$300,000) which was to, be repaid to, him by a corrupt re.classification

and re-measurernent of his work as contractor on Section B. of the Canada

Pacific Railway. It was further averred that an honest engineer had been,

removed from the section for the purpose of facilitating this nefarious

transaction. A new iPacifie Railway Scandai in short, at least as foui as

the first, had come to liglit. The charge, it is right to say, wvas made not ini

the looso and vituperative fashion to which we have been too much accus-

tomed, but deliberately, cireurnstantially, and so as to challenge a distinct

reply. Mr. Shields comrnenced an action for libel, but af ter several post-

ponements, the objeet of which may possibly have been to keep the scandai

suspended during the progress of the bye-elections, lie bas at length

abandoned the prosecution and let his suit fail to the gronnd. The infer-

ence is inevitable. lIt is greatly strengthened by the general character of

Mr. Shields, and by bis sinister appearances on several other occasions-

How cornes he, a railway contractor and not a politician, to, be expendiflg

bis energies in the management of elections or doing the work of party iu

other equivocal transactionsi That nothing is impossible to political

animosity amidst the frenzy of a genieral election Canada aiready knows too

weil. The scene will now, it is to be presumed, be shifted to the Huse O

Commons. Unfortunately, the resuit of an appeal to, Ilthe Grand Inques

of the Nation"» is not a judicial investigation, but a faction fight. If a coul-

mittee is appointed, party packs the commiittee, party sits umpire in its con-

duct of the inquiry, and when the inquiry is compieted, party delivers the

final judgmient. An impartial tribunal, proceeding by the metliod Of

judîcial investigation, is as niuch needed for the trial of these offeiices

for the trial of election cases, and nothing but the extreme moral sensitive'

ness of polîticans stands in the way of its introduction. That the majoritY

wili vote down inquiry altogether is a surmise which may be at once disý

carded ; no majority would be so brazen ; besides the Governor-General,

would in such a case, doubtless use the power vested in him and insist of l ~
dissolution. Nor is it likely that recourse will again be had to the singtl'

lar expedient, sanctioned by Lord Dufferin, of transferring the investige

tion from Parliament to a Royal Commission appointed by tho advicc O

the accused Ministers. Mr, Aiplieus Todd, who, in bis book, speaks of the

whole of Lord Dnfferin's conduct in the devout accents of unscrutinizing9

adoration, lias elsewhere avowed that lie did not approve the appointme1nt

of a Royal Commission. lt is necessary that the people and those Whio

guide the minds of the people should rouse themselves and give their

watchful, and as f ar as possible their impartial, attention to this case. A

the natural consequence of countless breaches of public morality, perPe*

trated and condoned by Party, and of the systematie corruption ofth

electorate, caliousness is creeping over the public conscience. It is an

pleasant fact, but a fact it is, that the standard lias sunk lower in Cafldb

than in the United States. Mr. Colfax, a man previonsly in good stal1d

ing, was driven from public life for a delinquency less gross than se

which, in this country, have not only been committed with comparatir'0

impunity, but afterwards gilded over by the prostitution of Imperiel

honours. Thle face of freedom is fair, but it will bo of little value te

whcn the heart lias been eaten out by political corruption.

IEn restoration of Mr. Mills to, bis seat for Bothiwell is an acceS»

sion of strengtli to an Opposition mucli in need of reinforcement. to

also a triumph of justice: for Mr. Milîs liad evidentiy been jockeyed OUlt

of the seat, thougli it is not necessary to ascribe to the ?rince of Darknle

in person the machinations by which the work of evil was effected i tbe

activity of the local imps on both sides is quite sufficient to accoln t jo

any exploits of this kind, Mr. Mills possesses not only more tbl tt


