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f truth in it. Tt is but the result of a striking of halances,
the fact being that the whole hody of the people, high and
low, while they may all be broadly placed on one side or the
other of the line which separates between democracy and
*adicalism on the one hand and power and privilege on the
other, are distributed at all the two.

ence there are always many so near the line that but a
slight impulse is needed to carry them across in sufficiently
?a"ge numbers to turn the scale. When, as in the present
istance, several powerful influences combine to give impulse
0 the same direction the equilibrium is changed with a
Sflddenness which astonishes all beholders. Such a conjunc-
tion of the forces which shrink from Home Rule, from liquor
"‘?ﬂtr‘iction, from unsectarian state education, from church
dlsestab]ishment, etc., has, on this occasion, proved irresistible
':md overwhelming. Whether it will prove to be correspond-
ngly lnsbing time alone can show.

intervals between

An English contemporary of strong Liberal
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leanings, writing in advance of the political
crisis in the Mother Land, said that the
most vital question to be decided in the
kreap bolitical hattle then imminent was not Home Rule ; was
'f:(:;“’elsh Disestablishment ; was not Local Option; it was
® fate of the schools and the training to be given to
the children who will rule the British Tmpire during the
't half of the coming century.” Home Rule, it declares,
f}&nfl(’t be killed though fifty Chamberlains should fight
;gﬂlnsc it; “Welsh Disestablishment wiU be all themoredrastic
nd al] the more just, as between the Welsh people and their
iirl];"rl.lc*‘n parsons, for the delayof a year or two ; Locn] Option
come back on a tide of public indignation.” But very dif-
;::’l"t, the writer thinks, will be the fate of the schools if they
anded over for even two years to the famous “Archbishop’s
He(::::‘l‘ittee.” 'Makin.g due a]]ov:mce’ for the \'ehemeflce of
)elievleml feeling whicl prompts this forecast, there is, we
-V6, much reason to expect that the question of Board or
Ational, vy,
buttle‘
m

so-called Voluntary, schools will furnish the
“veground for some of the most strenuous struggles for
t]l(;nf{e,:?nths or years to come. -The extension of the scope of
of the 23}1:001* has pressed heavily \‘1pon the resources of many
WMong | urch schools,'and the frlends‘of the latter 8?110013,
wil] ugra“ ’OHT Lor"d Salisbury has publicly ranged 11.1|'nself,

- Some O?G}thelr claims mo'sb stre-nuoufly. ' (?n t.he other hand,
Agree \v‘t}:e N(?nconfomnst bodies \V.lll, it is .hlghly. proba}.)le,
of nabiol the JOUI'nu..l a.vbove quoted in r.egardmg this question
iNatioy Tal versus religious,or as they ‘w111 regard them,denom.
Vitg, a schools, as the crucial question, t‘he onehof the most
and fap-reaching importance, in the immediate future.

Tt is to be devoutly hoped, for the sake of
civilization and humanity in general, and
. despa.t . of Bulgaria in particular, th‘a’o the current
o utct s concerning hoth the mu.rder of‘bmmbul.off and
rince ‘;‘anfes and conduct of his enemies, pz'zrtlcul?wly
aed ef'(%lnand, in connection with it, are the %nventlons
l&:matlve correspondents. The feelings rgamfes'ted as
R pa: tthe deeds described would be well-nigh 1flc.r.ed1ble on
“Int,r of prominent members of even a half-civilized ‘cc‘nn—
Cou):. . 'J:‘ha.t there should be room for even a su'spxclo.n
orse P:;clty on the part of Russia makes' the affair still
n"'tur;; tm‘&y-be some palliation of the crime, as huma.n
Vatg vegOes, if it proves to have been re?ally an 'act of pri-
vicbim:lgmnce,wrought by personal relatives or f'n‘ends of the
% by way of retaliation for horrible indignities and tor-
flicteq by the dead man while in power, upon the ob-
(?f his suspicion or hatred. It is by no means likely
* 10 such gy atmosphere of political intrigue, the facts
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will at present be brought to light. The one thing that
seems to be aflirmed in so many forms and from so many
ditferent guarters that it is impossible wholly to discredit it,
is that Prince Ferdinand’s deportment since the affair has
been unseemly and suspicious, and has created a state of
feeling in many quarters that bodes ill for his peaceful supre-
macy in the future. The latest despatches seem to indicate
that a formidable movement is even now being commenced
against him and his Prime Minister, Stoiloff. A monarch
who is afraid to return to his capital is not to be envied.

In the absence of fuller and more reliable
Venezuela and the

Monroe Doctrine, information than we at present possess we

are not disposed to pronounce ex cathedra
upon the merits of the question now in dispute between
Venezuela and Great Britain. Our pntriotism', genuine
though we hope it is, is not sufficiently ardent to enable us
to be positively sure that the British Government can do no
wrong. It is just possible that in taking possession of the
insignificant Tsland of Trinidade, near the North-Liastern
coast of Venezuela, the authorities or othcials responsible
have been guilty of a wrong against Venezuela. If so, we
trust that Lord Salisbury may beled to make prompt inquiry
into the case, and hasten to do the right, whatever that may
be. But we have sufticient confidence in both the justice and
the magnanimity of the great statesmen of hoth parties who
determine the foreign and colonial policies of Great Brivain
to assume, with a good deal of confidence, that they are
within the national right in any such action they mny at
any time take, until good reason is shown for helieving then
to be in the wrong.  Such good reason certainly is not to Lo
found in the unsupported opinions of the editors and corres.
pondents of American ntewspapers, or in the swelling periods
of American Fourth of July orations, or may we venture to
add, in the resolutions of even the American Congress, whose
accuracy of information aud judicial impartiality are not
always in ratio with the vehemence of their assertions,
especially when the matter at issue is one which gives oppor-
tunity for appeal to the anti-British prejudices which,
unhappily, rankle so deeply in the breasts of certain large
No doubt
we shall in due time learn the reasons for the action of the

classes who possess votes in the Great Republic.

British Government which is just now causing so much
excitement in certain quarters in the United States. The
editor of The Review of Reviews returns month after month,
in a series of paragraphs which are in the main unobjection-
able in tone and spirit, to the subject of the deep regret
which should, he thinks, be felt because the British Govern-
ment does not seem to take any notice of such utterances as
those of ex-Governor Campbell or Senator Lodge, or hasten
to obey the behests of the Monroe doctrine, as expounded
by these redoubtable champions of the divine right of the
United States to regulate all the relations between any
State in South America and any European Power. And yet
The Review of Reviews admits that the American sentiment
which British statesmen are treating with so much djsdain
has not yet been brought officially to their notice. When
any oflicial communication of the United States Govepnment
has been received with lack of respect, there will be ground
for complaint. Meanwhile it isso very wonderful if the
members of the late British Administration did not stop to
consider and reply to every communication which Mr.
Smalley might send to the 7mes from New York, in view of
the extreme courtesy ¢ with which they were treated, both by
that great newspaper and by that judicially disposed corres-
pondent, in his late capacity of London correspondent of the
New York Tvibune. « The editor of The Review of EKeviews

seems to think so.



