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THE PRESENT PERIL

IN COLLEGE EDUCATION:

Address Delivered by the Rev. T. J. Campbell,
~ 8.1, President of St. John’s College,
- Fordham, N. Y., at the Alumni
Banquet, Jan. 20, 1897.

On Wednesday January 20, at an
Annual Reunion, of St. John's College,
Alumni Banguet, held at the College,
Fordham, the Rev. Fr. T. J. Campbell,
8. J, in addressing those present said:

I confess to a feeling of dejection
when I read or hear of the countless
millions who are being lavished on

aon-Catholic educational lnstit‘utions.k

and compare them with our own scanty
resources. 1 cannot help thinking that
from their financial. and  presumably
educational heights they look down
with unconcern, if not contempt,upon
scholastic littleness, and are following
consaientiously or not, the advice of
Tyndal, in ‘“differentiating themselves
from the foolish,fanatical and sacerdo-
tal portion of the human race whose
intellects are reduced to atrophy as re-
gards scientific truth, and whose brain
in‘relation to sclence is virtually the
undeveloped brain of ai child.””: Do yow
wonder then that with this eduosational

'Eldorado before me, . which ‘I cannet

reach,with the assurance from Tyndal,
who. never errs, that my brain tg atro-
phied and undeveloped, and with the
knowledge that enlightened Roman
Catholics . with social aspirations are
differentiating themselves from me be-
hind the walls of non-Catholic colleges,
that‘I_:Yield,to»xloom\md and depres-
sion? . \

But it s ony for a moment.’ I recall
an answer méde to me by a high-spirit-
ed and noble young Spaniard, to whom
1 was suggesting motives of submission
in a family breavimeéent.  Drawing
himself up proudly, and . looking me
straight in the face with just a gleam
of .indignation in hig e¢ye,’ he said:
“Father, I am a Catholic!” 8o looking
straight at the gloomy aspect of things
educational, I say to myself: “I. am a
Catholie,” and can get and give a ‘bet-~
ter education and exercise a greater in-
fluence upon my country's fortunes

than they ~ with all their wealth
and prestige and - . power. I
prescind altogether from the

question of moral influence. Our su-
Periority there goes without saying.
But I maintain that in the fight for
educational supremacy we omn and
must prevaill, ‘and T read my title to
that claim clear and unciouded on the
pages of history. i

When the first Catholic educators ap-
peared they were confronted: with the
highest degree of culture the world had
vet known. It was the golden age of
Augustus, which meant not only the
union of the poetry,. eloguence. philo-
8ophy, jurisprudence; séience and state-
manship of that wonderfu! perind, but
included. all that hagd emanat:d from
Grecian genius. in the splendid age
of Pericles, whose influence still, inger-
ed over and prevaded the Roman Em-
pire,

It was z hopeless ta<- apparently,
f@}‘ the atrophied eccles! stical intell-
lect that presented itself 7 recogni:
Hon. “Yet, Clement's voice was immed-

lately heard, and that of Irenszsus and |

ermas,  There were Cyril of Jersu-
lem, with pig marvelous lucidity of
Style; Gregory of Neo Ceserea. who
first cafried Christian eloquence to the
height of Sublimjity: Basil, who could
rank With the best Greek writers of
antiquity: Gregory of Naziangen, who
deserves a high position with the ora-
tors of any age or country, and who

first wove the golden threads of Gre-
clan rhythm around tpe noble dogmas
of the religoin of Christ: Athanastus,
Wwhom it is said the Greek mindg never
went further in sublimity ang depth;
Chrysostom of the golden lips; Origen,

3. Tertullian,

erome and
Breatest minds
kﬂ'f)Wn._*not all
~for Tertullian was not, - “nor

. the beginning:

Ugustine—one of the:

 his -treasurer, and connt-
whom we need not name{

CATHOLIC’% iN{EfLUENCE STILL,
PERMEATING. ALL.

And their com
them» ]

Petitors?. What  of
al Wha,t' aid they pr duce . during
the o me in Which they gey); . held

e wealth ang POWer of the world?

Of Theodoric’'s army; " nep

“Nothing,” says Cantu. “They gave
nothing to the world but some cold
grammarians, loquacious rhetoriciams,
meagre chroniclers,sickly poets singing
nuptial verses and sheperds’ ‘idlys.”
The ever-accusing and condemning
fact is there, that after the time of
Nero there i» not a writer ¢f any note
whose same has Mved but Tacitus and

‘Juvenal and Plny; and they would

have perished had not the old monks
of the middle ages saved them from
the wreck. Their literature was dwarfed
before the splendid intellectual powery
which demanded and won recognition
from the world. It was not a sudden
upspringing of light that flashed be-
fore the eyes of men, to expire as soon,
but a brilliancy lasting through the
centuries, with its influence still per-
meating the Christian world, and pro-
bably to endure to the end.
its splendor the lesser lights of pagan-

.ism paled their ‘meffectual flres and

the ‘institutions of learning, but of the in-

‘tellect Itself. Darwin’s lament that his

disappeared, ‘Who,” we ask, are
gonquerers 'in that first great trial of

. strength ? There cameé another test. |

It was when civilization was trampled
under foot by the barbarians of . thé
north. The Catholic educator address-
ed himself to his task again, as poorly

equipped as before, with no ma-
terial at all on the side of
his savage pupit to work
uvon . And what was the re-

sult? The result was simply ‘the 'civi-
lization of today. For who framed the
lawn of all the nations of modern

times Who taught the arts of peace

and mitigated the horrors of
Who shaped their manners?
formed and fashioned and enriched
their language? Who created and de-
veloped their literature? The Cotholic
educators. Who created the architec-
ture of the modern world? Who. in-
spired art, illumined itg poetry, gave
elevation. to its oratory, guided its
statesmanship and bound its’ people
together ‘in internationa} amity and
Peace? Who but the Catholic teach-
ers, who met these wild men of the
north and transformed them into what
they are to-day. Let us never forget
that whatever is  noble,
splendid and strong in modern civili-
‘zation, the most.fivow rsgpPs;: BETOE
zatlon is due solely to its Catholie

war?
‘Who

education. The Catholic teacher found’

Europe g desert, and made it the sun
and centre of civilization, the most
beneficent portion and the most power-
ful influence in the world to-day. With
out him it would have remained what
Asia, and Africa are at present, re-
giops over which hangs g curse, he-
cm{ge there is no Christianity and con-
sequently no Christian  or Catholic
education. B —

Admitting the past, 84y our oppon-
ents, it does not change the fact that
for the future you do not count. Your
influence in the educational and intel-
lectual world is not only waning, but
Has already passed away.

THE WHOLE COUNTRY DRIFTING
TOWARDS APPLIED SCIENCE.
Let us examine this assumption,

whose arrogance we need not qualify

The siuation is this: The eduoational
trend cf the present day is almost en-

‘tirely in the Wirection of the natural

Sciences, The world, dszzied and per-
haps dazed by the splendid discoverios
of science, will have nothing alge. Col-
umbia’s catalogue announces that she
is to devote herself mainly to the appli-
ed sciences.In Harvard,the old home of
polite letters;, a serap of the matural
sciences is enough for the derree. The
other colleges are in line. Vagt sums
of money are veiny cupended in tech-
nical lahoratories; explaration parties
are being orgwiz.d uni schols of ex-
cavation esta®ishey in varioug eoan-
tries, and the arguments of the plick
and shiovel are. to use the language of
one of them, replacing the methods of
the past. Chemistry, physics, hiology,
geology. botany: paleontology, gre the
‘order of the day. No literature; no.his-

. tory, no philosophy, but only science.
| The wholé country is not only arifting

but rushing in that direction.

In. the presence of this movement 1
am not disouraged or dismayed, but
distressed. I am in the presence of a
work of devastation, for If not checked
by the conservative elements of edu-

Before |

begutiful,

ation, it means the ruin not only of
genuine culture, but the wreck of uni-
versities themselves and the mental de-
terioration of the race that is to be
subjected to this discipline.

It was bad enocugh to have cut out
of university life the boundless intel-
lectual wealth contained in revealed
truth, along with the i,lh;?’:ination that
radiated from’' it through’ the splendid
minda of the first .centuries of the
Christian era; it was sad enough to

have expelled with scorn and
contempt the philosophy of an-
cient * and modern  -times; but

ta have abandoned history, literature
and the arts in general; as Strauss,
Renan, and others ordain and to
reduce the university to the level of a
workishop—for that is all that applied
science means—is to have already effect
ed ita dstruction. Even the workshop
will disappear when the funds of its
patrons are withdrawn. y
Time was whenthe university guided
the thought of the nation. But who
cares for the opinion or -gentiment of
an aggregation of mechanics or labor-

-ers, who have not a second thought he-

ycnd their laboratory or bench, on the
mighty questions that weave themsel-
ves into the lives of mepn ‘and nations.
We are realizing Jules Simon’s prop-
hecy, that the believers of yesterday,
becomring sceptics to-day will be nihil-
ises to-morrow. As nihilistic as it com-

- panion movement against the govern-

ments' of the world is this sdlentific
movement in education. It is a move-
ment which began in apostacy, in the
sixteenth century, degenerated into
atheism in the seventeenth.and now at
the close of the nineteenth  means an-
nihilation—annihilation not only of the

life of classification and pumeration

-had robled him of alf‘sensp of the beau-
'£iful would  be spathetic if it webe not s

a merited retribution: . “Ast and music
and poetry¥ had become offensive to
him,” he said, “though once passionate-
ly loved.” Let that pags. For it is not
only the sweet and tender emotions

which are shriveled and déstroyed, but.
the intellect itself dg left undeveloped,

‘atrophied, and in danger of destruc-
tion. '

CATHOLICS STAND ON FAMILIAR
GROUND,

“The tradition of great men from our
universities,” says Choate, “ ig lost.*’
He attributes it to the lack of work,
but it is really lack of mind. “There
is no such thing as reason, understand-
ing and intellect,” shrieks Max Muller,
“It is an organiem acted upon by
matter and possessing no spontaneity
or-energy or life of its own,” echo ail

'the others. Judging from the absurd

reasoning of some of their best writers
ang their fetish-like adoration of each
other’'s disgraced and discarded theor-
feg he is right. 1 am amazed,” said a
member of a scientifie congress, “at
the mability of my assoclates to co-or-
dinate their special investigations with
the general science of which these spéc-
ialities are a part, and their childish
inability to explain the result of .their
labors.”  On the other hand 1. have
been asked: “How -do-you account for
the readiness and ease with  which
your young men can address themsel-
ves to the abstruse subjects of ethics
and metaphysics?” “Because they are
Catholics,” 1 replied. They are on fam:-
iliar ground, and their intellects are not
dwarfed and undeveloped, hut streng-
thened and enlarged.They are not mere
machines, with no = other oeeu-
bation than that of the laborey digging
in the earth. or of the savage mark-
ing the track of animals, bhut
immortal spirtts that will not be satis-
fied with the visible world, but wili

truth, and not rest until they find it
in its source,” ’

Admire. as we may these splendid
a?hievements of sicience, We migs their
import and burpose if-we ars dazed or
unsettled by them, or if we fancy that
‘they are necessarily guaranteeg of in-
tellectual greatness, Some of the most
astonishing discoveries have resuited
In little else than  the’ Production of
scientific toys, few if any have advanc
ed us one step in explalnng the real
nature of the agencles atswink. Pro-
gress has heen along ‘the line of per-
fection of mechanism rather than of n-
timate knowledge of nature itgelf.

We must bear in mind that these
conquests over the material universe
are desirable in so far as they furnjish
material to ennoble and intensity the
aesthetic or intellectual faculties .of our
nature. If the contrary ensues, viz.,
If our appreciation of the beautiful in
art and letters perighes, If our intellee-
tval and reasoning powers are impalir-
ed. we are like those who, coming sud-
denly into unexpected Wealth.employ
it to plunge into a life of glittering als-
sipation. The whole man is  sooh a
wreck. As to superiority, there can be
1o doubt that ‘the one whose intellec-
tual facultieg are perfectly trained will

scar above it in their, search for the;

easily prevail over the exclusively
scientific automaton who is notoriously,
:egregio{lsly and professedly unintellec-
tual, and who is dull to the beauty, not
only of the invisible creation, but even
to that which comes in the domain or
sense. The prestige which science
enjoys at the present time is only that
which everything new. and startiing
obtains, especia’ly when it appeals to
the lower or animal part of man. In
the contest that is being waged for
educaticnal supremacy there ¢an be no
doubt of the issue. Between a mind
and a machine, or between a mind ang
no mind, there can bhe only one result,

Do you propose, then,
scientific studies from
lum? 1 make answer that I helong to
a body of men, who, Von Humbsldt
s8ays, always associate acientific re-
search with the spread of the Gospel.
The Sclentific American of this week
tells with enthusiasm of the explora-
tions of one of them up near the Arc-
tic Ocean, traveling over 2,000 miles on
the ice and snow alcne with an Indian
bhoy (and this was only one of many
such journeys) in regions - where no
human being had ever penetrated,
gathering scientific data while preach-
ing salvation, They are men whose
unthought of and unconsidered letters
written in Indian wigwams or in bark
canoes, or in the depths of the forest,
are being solicitously &athered by Har-
vard and Lenox and other great
libraries, and are now elaborately re-
published as the best philological, geo-
graphical and ethnological material for
the history of our country; men who
are at the present moment the govern-
ment meterologists at the great danger
pointy of the world, the Spanish Main,
the China Sea, and the Philippine Isles:
men who, primarily theologians and
philosophers and preachers, have In-

in. the history of scientific research.

Pl

CATHOLIC TRAINING EASILY
DISCERNIBLE.

No; it is precisely because we do not
wish to exclude science that we take
this position (and let me say in paren-

colleges are as well equipped as those
in many of the most pretentions  uni-
versities), but, on the . contrary, it is
to have sclence better and more pro-
foundly and more thoroughly * and
more intelligently studied that we ad-
here sa tenaciously to our literary,his-
 torical  and philosophical studfes. In
point of fact, the real princes ip the
domain of science, men like Willlam
Thompson, Clark Maxwell and others,
had heen firét trained in the very stud-
fes which we are advocating as indis-
pensable in real education. "They hag
the advantage of the old Catholic
traditions of philosophy and literature
which still lingered in the universities
which sent them forth, They  were
not the uminformed and unreasoning
and unintelligent experimenters who
are invading the world to-day. Surely
there is nothing to prevent a man who
has distinguished himself in intellec-
tual pursuits from heing a master in
these inferior sciences if he wishes to
lower the sphere of his activity. Are
there are not examples in plenty of su-
bericrity won in scientific matters hy
those who had been first intellectually
disciplined when pitted against those
who knew only what ’ their eyes could
see and their hands could feel? Not
to leave the precincts of the room in
which we are assembled, | see before
me two physicians, graduates of Ford-
ham, wha in the same year were with-
cut difiieulty the leaders of the respec-
tive schools of two op three hundred
in Bellevue and the University of New
York. At the present moment the
University of Pennsylvanis, is commis-

even their course is eompleted, to ex-
amine all the medical laboratories of
Flurope, and bring back the results of

versity that delights to do them honor
Dwight, of the Law School is quoted
-as 8aying that he could tell immediate-
1y a young man with Cathelic training.
The habit of reasoning, of examining
into causes, of co-ordinating and anify-
ing even the 'simplest gtudies from
grammar up to' philos‘ophy,gave them
an immediate fuperiority over thejy
vivals. These are examples taken at
random fo llustrate ‘the point 1 ,m,
insisting Upon, that instead of impeq-
ing it, intellectual training is the very
best assurance of - scientific

SUCcess.
Tyndal says: “We have axploreq
the entire universe and have now

there looms another universe,

N one
which will forever loom.» Over that
rim and into that universe a Catholic

hoy can, independently of revealed
truth (for we are making no aceoynt
of that here). by the inherent ana cyl-
tivated power of his intellect, lead you,
O. learned professof, ang tell  you

vis-

many secrets which' your limited

fon, darkened byl contemplating
earth alone, can never perceive.

1 ahead of them by the

Mehilosophers, jurists, legislators

‘zation, or the inroad of

inscribed at least some honored names|

-the pick ad shovel.

thests that the general chemical and.
‘physical laboratories of most of our

‘choose to direet i

sioning two or our graduates, before

Bweetly linking
their .investigations to enrich the unt-|

"CATHOLICS AHEAD OF ALL BY

THE LENGTH OF ETERNAL
PRINCIPLES.

‘What a Catholle Centrist of the Ger-
man Farliament safd to a. Bismarckian
member may be applied to us: “You

are ahead of us by the length of Von -

Malinckrodt.” “Von Malinekrodt!” re-
torted the Catholic, “we dre ahead of
you by the length of eternal princip-
les.” So in the matter of education we

are ahead of all the rest, first, by the

infinite light of revelation, which,

i‘while displaying before our vision the
. ivast universe of truth which unalded
y;?lre]é;n;;lzs? ' reason, can never achieve, throws light

on those truthe which reason is able
to reach. We are ahead of them by .

_the light which the great geniuses have

shed upon the most vital questions .
that concern the human race. We are
heritage be- -
queathed to us by the greatest poets,
and
statesmen of the modern world—for the
greatest of them were Ca\holics. What
then is to prevent us. from being in.our
Own country- the leaders in - all’ - the
learned professions, the orators, phile-
sophers, jurists, statesmen and men of
science who are to guide and shape and
direct the thought of our times and
country?

History must repeat itself , and
whether we consider the present con-
dition of culture as the acme of eivil-
intetlleetual
vandallsm, Catholics can and must
conquer now, as they have done hefore.
Our antagonists:have not only actually
abandonéd the domain of intellect by
abandoning the studles in which at al}

 times it has shown its greatest powers
but have in their gross materialism- aet-

ually cast aside intellect itself, in

hineand glorylng In their dishonor. It |
18  no

fonger a

trial of”
but

_ of intellect. against

History has shown
us that they can be beaten when the-
contest is mind to mind: how much
more s0 In these changed conditions..

intellects,

In this battlefield ¢ science which*-

they have chosen it is ‘mind against
matter it is light against darkness:

matter wiill yield to mind and darknees.

will yleld to Yght. . Just as. it ° is

show the way through the gloom and
perplexity of the great questions of the
day, and alone bufild solig the founda-
tions of the stateso it is the Catholic
inellect alone which can and will gat-
her  together all the researches that
these diggers in the earth are making,
Wil find thelr Telations, co-ordinate
them, and tell theip meaning to the
world.The laborers can fetoh material,
but the master ming will build the
byramid, and inscribe his own glory
aupon it, He alone will be known when
they long have passed into oblivion. If
I8 Catholie teaching alone that can ele-
vate the human race from the degra~
dation of ignorance and error, and
crown it with that glory which only
the spiritua) intellect can achieve In
whatever pursnits the human race mity“

'tﬁh‘ek,Ca‘thoucvjjmeuect alone. that can

its time.

-
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TO MY PIPE.
(N. Y, Sun.)

Uh, 1 love the merry gurgle of my pipe,
Brier pipe; B ‘

When the flavor of the wesd within is ripe;.
What a lullaby it purle,
As the smoke aronnd me cu e, J
Mounting siowiy, higher, higher,
As a dream before the fire,
With & flavor fu my mouth, .
Like &20phyr from the Bouth,
And my favorite tol pucy,
' Bymy sidr —
} Near my xide,
With the sonthing necromaney
fact to farey,
Ina Zolden memaory-chain
To the gurgle, swest refrain,

Of my pipe¥orier pi ’e
To the o pe:

faney-breeding gurgle of my pipe.

Oh, what subtle satisfagtion in my pipe,
Brier pipe;

Nothing mundane can impary

Such coutentment to my heart;
She’s my 1dol, she’s my qreen,
Is my jady Nicotine;

When in trouble how 1 yearn

For the ineense which 1 burn
At her shrine.
How Lpine )

For.the fragrance of her breath ; .

Robbed of terror e’en is death
‘reached the outer!rim, beyong which |

By her harniless hypnotism ,
Healed i every mortal schism
Foe und friend
8weetly blend

At the buruing of the brier;
Gireed, cupldity, desire

Fode away within the smoke,

In the fragrant, fleecy smoke
From my pipe, magic pipe,

From my glowing, peace-bestowing, .

gurgling pipe.

the i
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