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BeforQý replying te mny question hie added:a few concluding linos -

to his article; thon leaned back in bis chair and'lighted his pipe..
IlI derive my wiadoxa fromn the samne source freim which otheor

men derive theirs-from books. I have a very valuable library."
IlLibrary ; you haven't got any. Where is it '"I asked, in-

credulously.
He silently pointed to a swing-shelf hanging against the walI,.

upon which were ranged about a score of shabby, well-wora
volumes of various dimensions. 1 could have tied a string round
them, and carried them ail on my back, without the slightest
inconveniene.

IlYou don't mean to dignify those fcw tattered old books by the
naine of a library, do you I"I I asked.

IlListen,>' ho replied, Il and I wil let you into the whole secret
of writing for the periodical press. I wouldn't do as much for
everybody, but I owe you somne reparation for having dashed your
own literary hopes. You can't write a readable novel, but if you
will favour me with your close attention I may Put yon up to the
trick of earning bread and butter as I do. That swing-shelf to
which I just now directed your attention, of the contents whereof
you speak so contemptuous]y, supports an amount of inspiration
which, judiciously used, will st an ordinary ]iterary back like
myself for a lifetime. Ini order that you may ho able te fnlly
realize this truth, I will take down the works in their order, and
expound their respective merits to yon.

IlThese ten volumes," continnrd hie, Ilare COEÂss ENCYCLO-
PmDià-the substratumn of ail my learning-the field froni which
I glean straws for nearly ailmy marketable sheaves. It is absolutely
necessary for every maxi who lives by literature, no mattar how
generally well-informed he may be, to have constant rocourse to an
encylcopiedia. Every well-furnished newspaper office contains
one for the use of the staff, and scarcely a day passes in which it
is not consulted. lI future, wheni you pick up one of the leading
dailies, and read therein an exhaustive accounit of the whole pro-
coss of paper-manufact.ure, or a brief epitome o! ail that is known
on the subject of Prester John, dlon't for a moment suppose that the
article bas been writtexi b>' a man who bas had any practical exper-
ience o! the manufacture of paper, or who bas onjoyed any special
facilities for treating o! Ris Most Christian Majesty of the East,
whomrost probabi>'neyer existe Juat mako up your mnd that the
writer knew no more about the matter than yourself, until he sat
down te get up the materials for bis article. Such niaterials as
hoe may nfeed hae supplies himself with from tiue te titue, as
occasion ma>' require; and as a rul hoe finds those materials in
an encyclopoedia. 0f course tIser. are much more comprehensive
works o! this nature than Ohambers's. At the head o! the ]ist
stands the Encyclopoedia Britannica- the most valuable work in
the English language-but it is too costly a luxury for a poor
author te indulge himself with. Th*ere is also Knight's Cabinet
Cyclopoedia, the American Cyclopeedia published by the Appletens,
and various others ; but evexi those are expensive, and for ordinary
purposes this one answers quite as well. I bought it second-hand
for haîf-prîce-about twelve dollars-and the investinent bas
paid for itself fifty times over. Formerly I had only thse firat two
volumes, wbich, as you will perceive, oisly go as far as CHI; so
that I ivas grievously restricted in my choice 'o! a subject. 1
wroto learned discourse on .Arolites, .A.oustics, Alcohol, Archi-
tecture, the Barometer, ]3uddhism, Calico-printing, and the Chinese
Empire; but when our editor requested me te furnish bîm with an
article on Hydrostatics, 'I was compelled te avail myseif o! the par.
liamentary Librar>'. Since I bave had thse conipIetework, however, I
don't find it necessar>' te go there once a month. There are ver>'
few subjects that present themselves for treatosent respecting
which 1 cannot find sufficient information for my purposes in
those volumes. You wiil understand that.I bave te cut and
hack 'and transpose, and dress the matter up in an original shape
in words of my .own, occasionally adding a few incidentai circun-
stances obtained fromt other sources. This identical paper 'ou the
Michigan Murder does not contaixi a single original ides of my
own. I have cribbed it ail dut of the "lMeinoirs of Vidocq I and
Edgar. Poels -detective atonies, wbioh I speciali>' çonsulted for the

purpose. That scheme for tIse detecti on o! thse *murderer, which
you think so brilliant, ia at least as old as Fouché, and probably
much older.

IlNext in order cornes this linge quarto, which is WEBsTres'
'UNABRIDORD DiOTioNART 0F TEE ENGLISH LAuGuÂGE. 0f course
it is not often that a literary man bas occasion to conanît a dic-,
tionary for the purpose of knowing bow te speli a word correct>'
or even te ascertain its ordinary meaning; but it is a matter of
almoat daily necessit>' te know the deiSation of a word. -I prefer
Webster te any other work o! the saine kind. This, as you wil
observe, is the last edition ; and I bave nover yet had occasion te
trace the history o! an>' word which I bave net found bore.
Then, the definitions are concise and dlean>' expnessed. It ac-
curately exhibits aIl thse various shades and degrees o! meaning
wbich are authorized ei ther by -pnescriptive usage or by actual
derivation. It likewise contains a comprehensive lust of the
phrases in eveny day use. Here,- you see, is an explanatony and
pr .onouncing vocabular>' o! the noted names o! fiction anid tradition.
To a iiterary man, this depantment alone ia worth much more
than the prie o! thse entire work. "PDark and BloodyGround,»'
"lSeven Wonders o! thse World," IlSick Maxn o! thse East," and
a thousand other ternis occasioxiaiiy met with are defined for us
clean>' anid succinctly. Then, there are comprehiensive lista shew-
ing the correct pronunciation of Modern Geographicai, Biographi-
cal, and Greek and Latin namnes: a collection o! contractions and
abbneviations, and of arbitrar>' signa used in w-riting and printing;
and even a proof-sheet, shewig how corrections for the press are
made. Ail thisgs considered, this quarto containa suob a mine of
useful information as is te be found in no othen single volume
which has aven corne under my notice. I might as well attempt
te get along without pens, ink, or paper; and if it could nlot be
replaeed I would not part with it for ita weight in gold.

"This thick volume is MEN 0op TEE TxEp, a work which 1 also-
find ver>' useful for purposes of reference ; though it is mucb to
ho negretted that greater care was not taken in its compilation.
More, for instance, we have four full pagea devoted to an mndi-.
vidual about whom no one can possibly wish te know anything,
while man>' persons whose lives are o! inlinitely more importance
to the public are dismissed in a few linos.' I t is, Isowever, the
*best wonk of its kind extant, and as suob is a necessar>' addition
te a literar>' man's libran>'.

IlI next -invite your particular attention te these four large
folios, wbich are Scaap BooRs. Even since I began te write for
the press I have made a practice o! cutting out from any news-
papers or periodicals which came in my way such paragnaphs or
items as might possibly he turned te account. In malring these
selections I have hadl an eye exciusively to utility 'and as a'
necessany consequence of the numerous sources whence I have
drawn, thse contents of these volumes are quite as beterogeneous
as the contents of the dictionar>' itscîf. Few periodicals are so
uttenly trashy or worthlesa that soine acrapa o! useful information
canniot be dérived from them, and I[have not disdained te extract
fnom ail classes of journais. Here, for instance, aide by aide
with haif a column fnomn the )Scsturdayj Review, is a para&gph
fromn the .New York Clipper. At the end o! each extract I bave,
as you see, noted thse namne and date o! the paper f romt which the
slip waa leut; and at the end of each volume is a ful index. As
a matter o! course, aIl this entails a considerable ansount o! labour,
but I find that it paygs. I have been rather more than three
years Iilling these four volumes, and I holieve that if I live te see
my fiftietb birtbday 1 ahaîl have a collection quite as valuable as
the encyclopoedia. Thse novel cailed "lA Terrible Temptation!"
funnisbed me with ajudicious hint of which I shaîl probably avail
mysoîf a few years bence; and that is, to compile an Index ad
Indices.

"This is my CommoN-PLAOE 1300K. 'Yous£00I arnun!olding te
youn gaze ahl thse secrets o! my professional workshop. Every-
literary maxi keepa a book o! this description, but it is not ever>'
one who cares te acknowledge the feot. iust look et the extent
te which Hawthorne availed Isimself o! the idea. Il however,
doiet practice the trick on nearly so extensive a scale. Thse greaten
part o! thse contenta of myi common-place book are- morely vague


