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 BEAUTIFUL HANDS.

. RS . —— .
Such beautiful, bél!mtifiil hands !
. They’ T®, neither, white nor small,
" And ywe; Ikuow, would acarcely thinlk

'.\fhlt they were fair at all.
w6 looked on hands whose form and hve

A sculptor’s dream might bo, )
"et aro these aged, wrinkled bands

Most beautiful t> mo.

" Suoh besutiful, besutifyl hands !

Though beart werc wecary,and sad,

Theso pationt hands kept toiling on
Thet children might be glad. ’

Ualnost weep, as looking back

. To childhool's distant day,

[ think how these hands rested not,

" When mino were at their play.

But oh ! beyond thiy shadow land—
"Whore all is bright and fair.

1 know full well thoso dear old hands
‘Will palms of victory bear;

Where erystal streaws, through endless time
Flow over golden sands,

And where the old grow young again,
11 clasp my mother's hands.

THE VANISHED YEARS,

—

“There are loncly hours when there comes no
more :
A low, swect voice from that echoless shore.
. Thon are hearts grown sad and eyes dimmned
" with tears
For memories that come with the vanished
years. .

Those beantiful years thad are swopt away,
When life reemed one long, fairsummer day:-—
No broken wews, no sundered ties,

No thought of care ‘neath the blue, blne skies,

The daisies are blooming sweetly now
Orver tho pearl of a saintly brow ; °

And myrtle 2nd ivy are growing green
Over the graves where our loved are lain.

"Tis only in dreams we now recall

A low, sweet voice we have heard in the hall—
Only memory, dear snd sweet,

Can picture the patter of little feot.

‘Though the ivy is green over those we love,
And birds sweetly sing 1n the branches above;
Fond memories come through our blinding tears
Of faces we 1o¥ed in the vanished years.

When our tired feet thp dark valley bave
crossed,

And the vanished years give up our lost—

Beyond the River that washes the strand,

On ths shiding shores of thaf better land.

No sorrow shall dim onr spirits light,

No broken voices shall say ‘¢ good-night:"”

‘Woe shall ask for no voice from that far-away
shore,

For the vanished years will be ours evermore.

And the little feet that have pattered here, .
And the merry voices that rang with cheer,
Shall bave new charms to their echoes [given
That will gadden our hearts in the courts
of Heaven. .
——en gl A——
WHAT IS LIFE?

Our life i3 a strangs combination of tho
mortal and immortal, physical and wental
existence. Tho mystic link connccling the
soul and body, what mortal mind can compre-
hend? The spring that moves to action—that
invisible monitor which prompts us to think,
act and feel, who can understand? Without
thas silent though powerful agent, the frail,
delicately organized physical system dies, aad
18 utterly powerless This life of oursis in-
deed a prebiem ; even the most learned, and
those who have ever been scarching out its
mystic connections, canuot comprohend its
awful significance.

The physical systep is”indeed wonderful ;
tae circulation of the blood, (the discovery of
which theory was considered ofte'of the great-
eat advancements of the aye) respiration, unit-
ing the vital gas, oxygen, with the blood ; the
uervous system transmitting sensations to and
from the brain ; the. features- of the face,

" beautiful in all their gravoful curves and out-
lines, besiles expressing vhe emotions of the
soul within, all are alike w.nderful. How
beantiful the wise design which formed the

_ countenance to be the medium by which

the soul communicates witiy che outer world ?

- How varied, also, are the circumstances and
'conditions of eristence! The relations we
. sustain fo others, the ties cf friendship and
- 4amily, and our -influence on others. Circum-
stances canse life o assume varied aspeots.
Sunshine and shadow trace their impress on
the mind, sad give us cither weal or woe,
Step by step advanciig, the path diverges,
brmgmg eveats entirely digsimilar from those
preceding. Experience -cichus us to' antici-
pate eveuts, and meet hem with courage;
bat, nevertheless, the i oms one learns by ex-

- . perience, the less their s if-syfliciency.

2 ox’amnoe

-Who ean tell us what ife really is? Whore
been 80 vxst: #s to determme al!
“the secret ‘etbti.ve which theill the soul?"
‘We msy bot know oor uu.r st-friend perfectly, !

L ‘~:lot losked in bis boson .1y Jive some sweeb,

: " snd dream nnmlxzed 8.

va hope of his life
destroyed 'hnch mads: -:le. sssume apother

7"phno Yo bins. " Ask thae voad man whosa white'

- hairtells of tlu!ro-o. 210 and storm, which -

’ atncken its thrifty FC""W“’- oand blastod its

fairest flowers, if ho olings to Lifé.
«Ab, lifo has grown weary to me, and full

of sorrow, and fain would I seek some mildor
clime ! " ho ories. :

- Aak the man in tho fullness and strength of
manhood, if'bo loves life.

“Tho busy world is hefore me;  its surging
crowd avound ; I must work, yes, toil! Who
will gain for me thoso honors nnd attainments
yot above me ? I must toil up the rugged hill,
to roach a station where men shall look up to
me, and do me honor. My ambition and hopos
aro already at the eve of their fruition.”

Tho yodth with merry laugh and cheory
smile, cries,—

*‘Life is sweet. What if some tind it brings

sorrow? Not so for me ! Sunshino shall flood
my pathway, and every pleasure carth can pro-
cure shall bo mine.” )

'To live is o priviloge fow can cstimate. To
live for a purpose, making others happy,
improving our own opportunities by cultivat-
ing our good desires, refining and strengthen-
ing theiatellect, is noble. Live nobly, as be
fits immortal spirits which have an inheitanco
of oternal life—which shall De witnesses of the
roll of ages, and the mighty revolutions of the
universe. Can one’s life be too woll emy; loyed
with thie in view ¢ What account shall’ we
render to Him who gave hislife that we might
live? We will accépt the gift with thanks-
giving, sand in brightnees of faith trust that
God, will open to his beloved a far greater
eternal weight of glory in his upper kingdom.

A RUSSIAN MARRIAGE CEREMONY.

The kride and bridegreom hold a lighted
tapor in their hands in front of a swall altar
placed in the center of tho ohurch. Rings
were placed on their fingers, and their hands
being joined, they were led three times around
the altar. Two highly ornamented gilt crowns
were placed on their heads and held over by
the groowsmen during part of the scrvices.
They drank wine out of a cup three times,
and kissing onc auother, tho cercinony was
finished, The married couple then . made a
tour of tho church, crossing themselves at
and saluting each saintly Icon on the way.
Weddings generally take place toward even-
ing, so that immediately after the ceremony,
dinner commences at the house of the bride’s
father. At a marriage feast Jighted candles
are placed in every position and corner possi-
ble. No other wine but champagne should
be drunk, and the quantity consumed of this
beverage is remarkable. The dinner is follow-
ed by a ball, and the feasting is usually kept
up for twenty-four hours.’® The customn of
honeymooning does not exist in Russzia, The
married couple spend the first few days of
their wedded life with the bride’s ‘father.
After the marriage the bride and bridegroom
must call upozi every one of their relations,
friends, and acquzintances, - and after this
ceremony is finished they sink back to their
! ordinary life.

—

A QEEER FISH.

The fish of paradise is one of the most
peculiar of Chinese fresh-water fish. It is
small in size, a pale gray in color, and at first
sight having httle about it to attract atten.
tion. As 200n a8 the animal becomes’ excited,
however, the long fins on the back and belly
straighten out and assume a rich purple hue
tinted with green ; the long and fork shaped
tail spreuds into a kind of fan, and the stripes
upon the sides of the fish become yellow,
red, and blue, constantly changing in color.
Tho scales seem to becone opalescent, and
reflect the light with the greatest brilliancy,
while the eycs appear to be illaminated with
a bluish green firc. The habits of the animal
are as odd as its appearance. The males take
charge of the young and build the .npest.
The latter is simply a clot of foam floating
upon the water, and is made by the fish ris-
ing to the surfaco and alternately absorbing
and oxpelling air until a cluster of fine bubbles,
hardly three-teuths of an inch square, is
formed. The fernale then deposits her epgs,
which are at ogee seized upon by the male,
who carries them in his mouth to the nest.
Then he watches ‘their incubation, carefully
guardlng and distributing them with wonder-
ful eagacity evenly throughout the mass of
foam. When they clot together, he pushes
them apart with his nose, and, besides, keeps
up a continual manufacture of bubbles until

only upon their soft couch. As soon as the
embryos appear, his care is doubled. He
watches that none eschpe; snd in case some
become separated, he chases them, catches
them in his mouth, and replaces them carefully
.in the nest, If oie becomes injured, he re-
moves it from the others, and gives it a separ-
ate air bubble to itself, and apparently nurscs
it until it regams strongth,

TAKE H]:,ED

No matter how mtlmate you may "bo with
the friend with whom you have business
tfansactions, put your agreements in writiog.
'How many misunderstandings arise from the
 loose way in which business matters are talked
over, and when ‘éach party: puts his ‘'own cen-
_struction, the matter is' dismissed by each
_party with the words  All right, ali:right.”
"Frequently it turns out all’ wrong, and be-
comes a question for the ‘lawyers and the
courts. ‘More than thres-fourths of the . liti-

hae destroyed she unu.._\ 1:f stinmer's bloown, ! gation of the country would he saved it peo.

s
»

the eggs are lifted up above the water and rest |

ple would only put thcn- agreeraents in wr xtmg
and sign thoir names to it. Each word in our

languagehas its pecnliar meaning, andmemory

may, by the change in a sontonce convey an
entirely different from that intended, Whon

once raduced fo writing, ideas are fived, and

expensive lawsults are avoided.

N

HOME,

When the summer day of youth is slowly
wasting away into tho nightfall of age, andthe
shadows of past vears grow deeper and deeper
as lifo wears to its close, it is pleasant to look
back, through the vista of time, upon the
sorrows and felicitics of oarlier years. Thén
what calm delights, what ineffable joys, are
entered in tho word ‘‘home.” Fricnds are
gathered around cur fires,” and wany bhearts
rejoice with us ; then, also, shall we feol taat
the rough places of our wayfaring bave been
worn and smoothed away in tho twilight of Jife,
"while the sunny spots which we have passed
through grow brighter and more beantiful to
memory’s eyes. IHappy ave they whoso inter-
course with tho world has not changed the tone
of their holier feelings, nor broken those
musical cliordg of the heart whose vibrations
are so melodious, so tonder, and tom,lnn" in
the evening of age.

As the current of time winds slowly along,
washing away the sands of life, like the streamn
that steals away the s0il from the‘sapling on

| ite banks, we look with a melancholy joy at

tho decay of things aroundus, To seothe trevs
under whose shado we 2at in onr earlier years,

tho light-hearted gayety of boyhood, if thesd
frail memorials of our existence would long
survive us,—to sce these withering away like
oursclves with the infirmities of age, excites
within us mournful, but pleasant feclings for
the past, and prophetic ones for tho future.

perishing records of our younger years, when
thoe friends who are now lingering like our-
selves upon the brink of the grave, or have
long been asleep in its quiet bosom, were
around us buoyant with the gayety of youth.
ful spirits,~—are like the dark clouds when the
storm js gone, tinged by tha farewell rays of
the sctting sun.

“BOYS WILL BE BOYS.”

Never lose heart or stop praying because
your boys are a little wild. While you eadly
call toinind the things they bave forgotten,
you ave ignorant of the thingy they remember.
It is the fashion for boys to appear indifferent
to the counsels of parents. They have an
idea that it is rather the manly and handsome
thing to take good advice in a dogged sort of
way, just as they take medicine, and a very
brave thing to dare your threat. All thisis
written in. the code of boyhood. We can't
quite sgay with Emerson, that it is the bad
boy who makes the good man; and yet we
have a great deal of sympathy with that over-
flowing spirit of youth which is sometimesa
little reckless, and which very frequently
leads into mischief.

Just sit down, if you bave such a son, and
recall your own catly days. It may be diffi-
cult for you, just now, when you are in the
niddle of life, to see the fun which the boy
finds in what appear to you to be utterly fool-
ish, or perhaps wantounly evil ; but if you will
turn to the early chapters of your own bio-
graphy, you will find youself stopping up the
spouts of the old country house, just to see
the rain pour over like a waterfall, and you
will recall the fan of the old gentleman’s em-
barrassment, as he rushed out into the rain,
bare-headed, to find thexcause of the trouble,
and theroby got an attack of the rheumatism,
which laid him up for a couple of weclks.
Well, your boy is going through the same ex-
perience, and, by-and-by, he will regard it as
you do now, as an uwautterably foolish thing,
.and wonder where in thé world the fun was,
The truth is, that all these pranks are as
necessary to boyhcod as the measles, They
are the result of natural snimal spirits, which
can no more be repressed, than can the waters
which come bubbling up out of the sand.

Don't stop praying, and praying bopefuily,
for your children atsuch times. By keeping
close to the boy's heurt, avd trying to appre-
ciate his side of the matter as well as your own
you will keep control of him.’

CATS ANDRATS,

Cats are very clever in the acts ef opening
Iatches when il suits their purpose. A family
in one of the northern outskirts of London were,
a good deal annoyed with the frequent robbery
of their larder, a small otit-housc behind their
dwelling. Legs of mutton and other articles
were dovoured or carried off, and no vne could
tell how. The theft wasa mystery. One of the
servants determined to discover the delinquent,
and accordingly watched and one night found
that the thieves were'a set of cats belongmgto
the neighborhood.’ '

The larder bad a latch which had to be pres-
sed down in opening the'door. No cat could
properly press it down by epringing from the
ground. There was, however, an adjoining -
[ wall, from which eats might leap, and risk the.
depression of the latch as thoy successively
passed. That js what they did. They leaped
from the wall one after the other, each trying
to depreas ihe latchas it passed, ontil ouve cat,
wore forlunate than the others, made thoneed-
ful depression with its paw. The door im-

and upon whose rinds we carved our names in -~

The thoughts occasioned by those frail and.

moﬁiatcly, was opened, and the legof mutton,
whichhad been the objuct of siege, wasseenred,
and eaten, all but the bones, Was thero not
much sagacious planningin this piccoof robbery

s wo sco demonstratod in somo of the meaner
dopartments of the human . species.  Tho in-
cident took pluco lately.

Many instances have been recorded of the
display of intelligence by rats, to which we beg
Icave to add the followmg

A farmeor's wife in the west of Scotland,
remarked that the cream on the surfico of
tho imilk in her dairy was often interferred
with. At fivst she suspected that some of her
children had taken the unwarrantable liberty
of dipping picces of bread in it, but she could
find nothing to confiem this suspicion; and by
and by she noticed strange little streaks of
cream on the edges of the milk casin, asifn
string had been dipped in and drawn out, 8o
as to leavo a mark. At lastsho discovenl the
seeret. T'ho cream was stolen by rats, which
got upon the edges of the exrthenware hasina
holding the milk, aud not heing able to reach
down to it, s depth of soven inches, not dar-
ing to attempt to go down, as they could
never have clibmed up the smooth surfaceagain,
dipped in the tips of their long tails, drew
them up loaded with the richicream, and licked
‘them. An arrangement of tho basins, so

{hat the vats could not get upon tho edges of
them, put anend to all further depredations|;
of this kind. There was surelv something
wore than instinet ih this case in the proced-
ure of the rats,
Wae have sowething still to tell regarding
the skillof rats. A family in a conntry house
in Hertfordshire, bad a fancy for rearing
ducks, but could 20t do 8o on account of rats,
which systematically got hold of and carried
away the young ducklings, even from close to
their mother.  With a view to circumvent the
rats, the maternal duck and her young were
housed for the night vnder a coop, wbich ad-
niitted of no opening for the fugitive intrud.
ers. The rats were not to be so easily cheated
of their prey. On discovering that the mother
duck and her family were closoly abronded
from intrusion, they devised a pretty plan of
engineering, which wes' eminently successful,
In the courze of a single night they excavated
a tunnel, going below the outer edge of the
coop to its interier, and thus very neatly,
without producing any alann, stole every
duckling from under the gua-Qianship of the
mother.

Two rats belonging to the same colony per-
formed a feat quite as ingenious. A trap
which was baited for their capture was habit.
ually plundered without securing a sivgle rat.
They had ovidently invented some plan for
safely stealing awny the bait, and what the
plan was could only be learned by setting a
watch on the trap. We shall explain bow the
thing was effected. The trap was of tho kind
which is sometimes employed for catching
mice. It wasa box with a sliding door which
was sustained by a mechanism connected with
the bait. On the bait being nibbled,at, the
door decends and makes the mouse a prisoner.

The two rats eaw through the device and
resorted to the very simple but effectual method
to take away the bait, which was a piece of
toasted cheese, anl yet escape punishnent ;
one of them placed itself under the dwor, so
that it might full on its back, while the other
crept in and successfully carried off the mnorsel
of cheese. The first rat then drew itself from
under the door am! joined his companion.. This
demonstration of rat intelligence, like the pre-
ceding ncident, is of recent occurrence.

.

CHEERFULNESS.

Men seldon give pleasure when they are
not pleased themselves ; it iy necessary, there-
fore, to cualtivate an habitual alacrity and
cheerfulness, that in whatever state wo may
be placed by nature---whether we are appoint-
ed to confer or rcceivo beunefits, to implore or
afford protection—we may secure the love of
those with whom we may have dealings. For,
though it is generully imagined th-t he who
grants favors muy spure any attention to his
bebavior, and vhat usefulness will always pro-
cure friends, yet it hus been found that there
is an art of granting requests-—an art very
difficult of attainmeat.

RISING IN THE WORLD.

—_—

Yo'u should bear constantly in mind that
nine-tenths of us are, from the tery nature
and necessities of the world, born to gaiii our
livelihood by the sweat of our brow. Wtkat
reason have we then to persume that our
children are not to do the same? If they be,
as now and then they will be, endowed with
extraordinary powers of md, thore powers| g
way bave an opportunitj of developing them-
selves ; and if they never have that opporta-
nity, the harm is not very great tousor to
them. Nor does it hence follow, that the
descendants of laboreis are alwaya to be-labor-
ers. The path upward is steep and long, to
be sure.  Industry, care, skill, excellence, in
the present parent, lay the foundation of a
rise, under more favorable circumstances, for
the _ children,
.qother rise, and by and by the deacen:lnnta
of the present laborers beoome ‘gentlemen.
This is the natural progress. 1t is by attempt-
ing to reach tl;m top by o alngl s Jeap that eo
much nmory i produced in the world, and,
the propensity to mz\ke nnoh attempt bas been

by cats? Wo think there was—almost as much| .

The chlldren of these take| -

chonshod and encolmwcd by the stran"c pro-
Jects that we'have thnessed of late ycare, for
inaking the lalorera virtuous and happy by’
giving them what is called education.
The cducation which I speak of Eonsirts of
bringing childreh up to Jahor with stendiuese,
with care, and with skill-~to sbow them how
to do as many useful thinga as powsible--to
teach them to do thain all the best mnnner ~
to set them an example in industry, sobricky,
cleaunliness and nentness-—to make all (ihe:su_
babitual to them, eo that they never shall be
liable to fall into the contrary-—to let them -
always soe & goud living proceeding from
labor, aud thus to remove from the hmnta-
tion to got at the goods of uthers by v iolent or
fraudulent mewns, '

—— e et - e

IIUMOROUS.
THE MEANEST MAX.

1t turns out, after all, that the menhest man
is not the man we roferred to the other day,
who gplit up his wife's tombstone.  Burrows
iseven meager than this.  Purrows was an -
inveterate tobacco chewer; but as his wife
detostod the practice, snd wade hooie " tem.
postuous and stormy for him when he indulg-
od in the habit there, he always chewed when
away during the day and declaved to his wife
that he had stopped permancntly. But one
e\'ening on entering the front door, avd drax-

iug out his handkerchief, he accidentaily - pul-
Jed ont his paper of tobacco, and wilbout
noticing it left it lying on the floor,  When
Burrows sat down to his tea, his wife walked -
in with the tobacco in her hand, and looking
Burrows firmly in the eye, said : *“ Do you
know who that belongs to !” - With great pre-
sence of mind Burrows turned scowling to Lin
eldest boy and aaid with a fevero voice : “Im-
mortal Mars. 1a it possible that you bive
begun to chew tobacco, you young veprobate ?
Where'd yon get that nasty stuff? What do
mean by suchk conduct, you ycung villain?
Haven't I told you often enongh to let tobacco
alonet Come here to me, or 'l tear the
jacket off of you.” And ss he spuke the
stern father made a grab at the boy and drag.
ged him out in tho entry, where he chastised
bim with a cane. Then Burrows threw the
tobaceo over tho femce, where he went cut
and got it in the morning and enjoyed it dur-
the day.  ““Mercifal Moscs,” ke exclaimed
when he told us about it, *‘what would I bave
doue if my children~bad a)l been girls? 1t
makes the old father’s heart glad when he
feels that he has a Loy hie can depend on in
such emergencies.”"—Mac Adeler.

—— e ———— .
AN EXPENSIVE JOKE.

A man who plays practical jokes upon his
wifo deserves to be punished, and Slatterly of
Muncy was punished. His wifo has a dread
of cats, and before retiring at night she always
Jooks carefully under the bed to seo that no
stray puss, and no mat on robbery intent, are
concealed there. A few nights ago, after Mr.
and Mrs. Slatterly had retired, Slatterly who
had been'learning ventriloquiem, thought ke
would amuse himself, and ecare his wife by
gently yowling and making the sound come
from uwoder the bed. Mrs, Slatterly instantly
gat up and exclaimed, '

J osiah I do believe there is a cat in this
room.’

¢ Oh, nonsensc,” grunted .\lattcrly ; and
then he made the sound again.

“ 1 tell you, Josiah,” cxclaimed Mrs. S, I
bear a cat under this hed. 1 wish you'd get
up and drive it away.”

¢ Ql, go to sleep, Matilda,” said Slatterly,
“I don't hear anything. Therc’s no cat
about.”

Then Josiah with his menth beneath the
covers, uttered a louder ecreech thun before.

¢4 Well, if you won't clear that cat out, you
brute, I will,” said Mra. S.

So she reached over, picked up Josmh 3
boots, and put them on in bed in order to pro-
tect her feet and ankles from the infuriated
animal. Then she tovk Slatterly’s cane and
stoopeld down to sweop it nround beneath
the bed. Just as she did so, Josiah emitted &
fearful yell, which might come from n cat in
the Inst paroxyiem of hydrophobia.  This so
startled Mrs. Slatterly thaut she sprang back-
ward, and in so doing she stumbled aguinst
the Laby’s cradle, which overturned, and she
went hendforanost agninst the tweunty-tive
dollar looking-glaes on the burecw; while the
eane flew ont of her hand and lighted with
considerable force on Slatteriy's head.

The screams of Mrs, Slatterly aroused all
the neighboerbood and - ¢ven bronght out the
department, so that by the time the baby was
rescued fromn the wreck snd tho Lroken glase
picked up, two engines bad streams pluying
upon the house, and the frout had been burst
open by the policé and the fircmen were en-
gaged iu draggivg a wut hove over the entry
carpot and up the frout stairs just as Slatterly
cuame down to explain things. That feline
ventriloquisin- cost him just ninety dollars for
carpets and looking gluses and o contusion on
the head, which the people of Xuney belicve
to this hour that he received in a puglhsmc
encounter with bis wife.

AMERICAN HU\(OR

The - Amencau humor pnrtuku shghtly of
the Spanish character and cxtmvugance. but
it is navertheless, the growth of tlesoil. The
vastness of the country, which has said to be
bounded on the cast by the Atliutic ocean, on
the horth by the Aurors Borcalm, on the west




