
WESTMINSTER H

A CHURCH CABINET IN COUNCIL

Momentous Meeting of Home Mission
Committee-Progressive Policy to be
Prosecuted

The annual meeting of the iIoiie
Mission committee was begun in Toron-
to on the 19th of March and was of
unusual interest. The representatives
of this synod were Rev. W. L. Clay
B.A., of Victoria, convenor of the syn-
ods H. M. C. and Rev. Geo. A. Wilson
B.A., Superintendent. The honorary
convenor and the convenor of the As-
sembly's committee, Rev. E. D. Mc-
Laren, and Dr. Grant are also members
of this Synod.

If the General Assenbly ean be lik-
ened to the Parliament of Canada, then
the H. M. C. is the Executive.

No church in Canada bas a Home
Mission Committee so keenly alive to
the rapidly-developing conditions of the
country, nor coping more adequately
with these nor more ready to change
its methods to meet new demands thain
the Presbyterian church.

The great constitutional change came,
last year when the membership was
changed from Presbyterial rep)resenta-
tion in the east and synodical represei-
tation in the west, to synodical repr-3
sentation throughout the whole western
section of the church. This gave the
west a much larger representation and
this year almost fifty per cent. of the
actual attendance was west of old On-
tario.

The meeting lasted four days, with
three sessions each day, the most of
the time was spent diseumsing matters
of administration and policy. Each
phase of mission work from Quebec to
the Pacifie received adequate consider-
ation.

Among the items which received the
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committee's endorsation were the fo

lowing:

(1)A substantial in-rease in the s1
aries of students and ordained muiss'0îm>

aries.

(2) The amalgamation of ail tle
building fumils of the church with the

proposal to increase these to $500,000.

(3) The unification of all missionary
work carried on in Canada, to be u r

the control of one committee.

(4) A more adequate supervisiOl Of

all mission work by the appointment Of
a larger number of Superintendents'

(5) The placing of the respoll
ity of bearing the cost of operatin.

mission fields either upon the fe('s
themselves or upon the comnmittee,

relieving students of this burdelm.

(6) The establishment of a pub
ity bureau thus securing the cir
tion of H. M. intelligence throul

the church.

(7) To prosecute more vigoro î
the work in the cities, both in the e"

tres and in the suburbs.

(8) The adoption of a more aggt
sive policy to meet the needs 0f
lumbermen in New Ontario and the

cific province.

The one regrettable feature o the
meeting was the announcement -ia

by the Church Treasurer that wh eare
the expenditure during the past y
had been $254,000, the receiPt. a
been only $209,000, necessitatin

heavy drain upon the reserve fun the
order to meet the liabilities ot

year.

One hundred new fields were OP
and the cost of operating these, to

ther with the increase in salaries,
require a revenue of $325,000 for
current year.

The policy adopted was a prOgres 5


