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Quebec.

Two of the city corps sre now under
their anoual drill. The Eighth Roysl
Rifles and the Ninth Voltigeurs, the local
yifle battallione, are drilling each two
pights 8 week, and the greatest rivalry
existe between the two corps, reprecent-
"ing respectively the Eoglish aud French
rpeaking elements in our population. The
* Eightb, which a year or two ago was de
geperating scmewhat, ia now agsin rapid-
ly pulling up under Colonel White, with
the infusion of much new blood into its
rank and file. It is a thourand pities
though that the members of the corps do
rot mueter in Jarger pumbers at the drille.
Tte brars and reed band, under the able
Jeadership of Bandmaster Hu'cheeon, an
old-timer at the business, har been mak-
- ing buge strides lately, it baving recently
secured the services of several good in-
sirumentslists from other eimilar orzani-
zations, The drum and bugle band too
bas teen re-organized, and is now on a
good footing. The battalion should pass
a first-claes inepection this year.

The men of the Ninth Battalion are
drilling with the greatest enthusiarm, avd
though it was at cne time taken for
granted slmosi that the Ninth was de-
cidedly inferior to its eister corps, owing
to the commands, eic., heing given in a
strange langusge unkoown to many in its
ranks, and from other caures, yet there
in now much epeculation as to which will
come out ahead when the points for the
appual ioepection are given. The bandr,
- efc., of this corps sre like those of the

E ghth, in excellent condition. The week-

1y drills of botb battalions are largely at-

tesded, a8 much by the admiring best
girls, sisters, cousios and aunts of the
gallant coldier boye, as by their more
critical relatives of the sterner sex, who
delight 88 a rule to pass favorable or ad-
verse comments on this man’s sppzar-
ance or that company’s drill, as the case
may be, and all with the most serene
- self-confidence and complacency on
the part of the critics, who probably
koow little aod think less of what they
_ are talking about. During the quarter of
so hour’s intermiesion the bands die-
course eweet music and put the young
men and their best girls in the galleries
above in their most sentimental mood.
The first part of the evening is ueually
taken up with company drill and ibe last
with battalion movements. The courses
of instruction given during the winter
have resulted in considerable improvement
among those of the noncommissioned ofti-
cers and men who were wise enough to at-
tend them, :

The men of “ B »” Baltery and of Nos. 1
and 2 companies of Royal Canadian Ar-
tillery paraded at the 11 o’clock service st
the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity (Angli-
can) on Easter Sundey, and a better parade
or a more eoldierly lot of men it would be
av extremely difficult matter to find any-
where. On the return march afier service
the band of the R. C. A., probably the best
in the Dominion, played a medley of tunes
of the beautiful Easter hymnse found in
“Hymns Ancient and Modern.” Everyone
along the time of march was struck by the
ortistic manoer in which these were ren-
dered under the megic baton of the taleat-
~1 handmaster and composer, Mr. Jos,
Vezina,

By ihe way while glanciog over a file of
the Quebec Morning Chronicle I noticed in

the 1esue of Oct. 218t 1893, a parsgraph .

to the effect that a couple of detatchments
of the Royal Csnadian Artillery bad beeu
down at the leland of Orlauns & few days
previously for gun practice with the 40
pounder breech loading Armstrong gun.
Out of fifty shots fired at the 6 x ¢ foot
larget at a dietance of 2,100 yards almost
sjmile and a quartér, no less than twelve

were direct hits, and this only at a pract'ce
from which to judge \he best markemen!
The paper adds * Our guoners think that
they bave broken the record.” If they
dido’t fracture it, they caonot, at least,
have been very far from doing so.

The Eighth Battalion of Royal Rifies
was to have had a street parade on Good
Friday, but as a blinding snow-storm was
raging that day it was fonud advisable to

tpone the event until Easter Monday.
be march out accordingly took place on
that dsy, but many of the men beiog
obliged to work, and the weather being
romewbat inclement for summer uniforms
and wedges, which the orders called for,
the muster was & rather small one. Sull
the men under command of Col. White,
looked well and marched eteadily, altoge-
ther acquitting themselves very creditably.

On the first Sunday after Easter, April
lsi, the E-ghth piraded to Chalmer’s
Presbyterian Church, when there was an
excellent turu out of the men. Lieut. Cl.
G. Robt. White wa3 in command and the
batwlion as it passed along the streets pre-
sent a remarkly fine appearance. The well
balance band played the men to and from
church. Thestreets were lined with the
congregations of the different churches
waiting to cee the boys go by.

On Sunday, April 8th, the battalion pa-
raded to St. Mathew’s (Apglican) Church
there teing an excellent muster. The
Pioneer Braes and Reed and Bugle Bands
and the signal corps headed the regiment
which prescuted a very creditable appear-
snce. The service was a parcicularly
bright and at.raciive one, aud the Rev.,
Leonox W. Williawa, rector, took advant.
age of the presence of ¢0 wany men to
preach a sermon oo the moral effects and
desireability of athletic proper. There was
as usual, a large concourse ¢f sight-seers
on the streete,

A pumber of the rifl: shots of the Eighth
Royal R fl:8 have been down recently to
the ravges at the Beauport Flats testing
the shooting q1alities of the Martini-Heuary
awmmunition loaded with the r.fle powder
manufactured by the Smokeless Powder
Company, of Loudon, Eoglacd. Ali ex-
press themeselves as delighted with the ac-
curacy of the powder as wellas with the
abeence of emoke aud the lessening of the
recoil which is 80 trying & feature of the
Marlioi-Heary rifle.

The Queen’s Own Cinadian Huesare are
very much later thau ueual this year in
beginnirg their annusl drill. The fir: t of
the foot drills is uct yet in sigbt and cu:-
rency has recently been given to a ruwor
that the equadron will notdrill at all this
seacon. On dif tbat the whole trouble iy
caused by dissentions among the ofli:e:s
on the question of who is to fill the pos:-
tion of Colonel soon to be left vacant by
the resignation ot Lieut. Col. J, Bell For-
eythe. Capt. and Adjutant Brown is said
to have firet claim to the position, but his
appointment would, it i+ as-ertcd give the
greate-t offence to sowe ot the most pro-
minent and active cflicers of the squadron.
As a possible solution of the difficulty, it
in sugyested to)ofter the Colcnelcy ¢o Lieut.-
C L. Turobull, who it is eaid, is about to
1esign from the position of commandant

- of the Roya. C.oadian D agoons, Toronto,

in order 1o rewuru and take his residence at
his fine property oo 8t, Louis Road, Que-
bec. No arrangemeunt could poesibly be
more ogreeable and more beneficial than
that just meationed, if the gallant C)lunel
really intends to give up bis command. At
all events, it is earnestly to be hoped that
something will be done shortly to put an
end to the alleyed trouble if such actually
exitts elsewhere thau in the fertile imagi-
nations of inventors of cock and bull
stories, Col. Turnbull was commandant
of the Q. O. C. H. some years ago when he
resigued to take command of the Cavalry
School which was then formed,

“E?” Company Tth Royal Rifles fired
their anrual match on Saturday, March
31at. The duy wae a very bad one for the
shooting. The wind was blowing a strong
eacterly gale, accompanied by a heavy
enowetoram which rendered sighting aimost
imposeible. The raoges were 100, 200,
300 'aud 400 yards ; five shot« at each, the
poesible at each range being 20. The fol-
lowing were the prize-winners iu each
claes : —

1.t Claes 100 200 300 400 Total
Sgt. Hartley, $4 15 17 14 14 60
8.-8gt Dewfall $3 12 16 16 14 68
Sgt. Hay $2 11 10 17 18 56

Green—Private Hay, lot, $3; Private
Eiwarde, 2.d, $2 ; Private Cacault, 3rd,
$1 ; Private McDonald, 4th, 50 cents,

—_————————

OUR SERVIOE OONTEMPORARIES.

Admiral Norman Bedingfield died at
Upper Norwood, at the age of 70. Enter-
ing the Navy in 1839, be saw a good deal
of “active service in the East, rendered im-
portant services in the suppreesion of the
slave trade on the coast of Africa, and was
in command of the Jackal and the Pluto
between 1850 and 1854, He acccmpanied
David Liviogstone on the Zambesi expedi-
tion in 1858.

——

It bas Leen decided that the battalionse
of Foot Guards to take part in this year’s
army marccuvres near Aldershot, under
tke Duke of Connaugbt, shall be the tirst
and 3rd Grenadiers, the 20d Coldstream,
and the 1st Scots Guarde, The brigade
will be encamped at Frensham.

The Duke of Cambridge made the moet
minute inquiry into the condition of @Gib-
raltar as a garrison and a fortrees, and
there is reason to believe that the visit of
His Royal Highness will lead to come
useful results there and at home,

C .lonel J. B. Richardson has taken up
his command of the Royal Artillery at
Gibraltar with the rank of Major-General,
Vice Msjor-General G. J. Smart, C. B,
who has acsumed command of the Wool-
wich District, and Colonel R. MacG.
Stewart, C. B.,, A.D. C., has succeeded
Colunel Richardeon at the School of Gun-
nery.

It is understood that the Channel 8qua-
dron will be considerably strengthened
during the present year. Among the ves-
geis that will in all probability be ap-
poiuted to the Squadron are the Revenge,
Blenheim, Appollo, Andromache and
Speedy.

In the Boer campaign of 1880-81 there
was much talk of the gallantry of a youog
warrant officer, Conductor of Supplies
Ralph Egerton, Commiseariat and Trans-
port Department, who eaved the colore
of the 94th Regiment, after the disaster
which overtook that regiment, by wrap-
ping them around his body and carrying
them, although wounded in the engage-
meant at Bronkhorst 8pruit, over forty-two
miles in eafety into Pretoria. Ae a reward
Conductor Egerton, whoee gallantry was



