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In the "I-istory of Ovariotoiny lu the United Stattes," by the
late Dr. Peasi it is staited that Dr. Nathan Smith, Professor of
Surgcry in Yéle College, ini 1821, tied the arteries with leatiier
ligatures (narrowv strips cut froni a kid glove), w'hichi were re-
turned into the pecritoneal cavity, aiid the incision ivas closed,
followed by recrovery.

Dr. johni ]3ellinger, of Chiarlestowni, S.C., ii, 1835, success-
fully perfornied ovariotomy, tying two arteries in the pedlicle
-with aninial ligatures.

Professor Paul Eve, of Nashville, Teuni., wrote nie in 1876,
"I hiave beeni in the haibit of using the sinews of the deer for
ligating vessels, for forty yec-rs. The tendons of the deer, dried
andi tori in shirecls, and rofled iinto ligatures, are what I emiploy.
They are absorbed. I have occasioiially uisedl theni as sutures."

These fragmientary experiences, clriftingy clown to uis througrh
the years, teachi that there wvas more or less blind gropig after
a somiething that should serve a better purpose than that wvhich
the routine of daily- mractice, iii the uise of hiemp or sillceni liga-
tures, afforded. It wvas reserved for the present generation to
make possible a scientific basis for the better consideration of
ligatures and sutures in their application to the livingý structures.
In the light of our present kniowvledgre of surgical pathology, the
opposition to the ligature iii the days of Amibrose Pare, wvhich
wve have been wvont to attribute to the conservatismn of ignorance
rnl stupidity, is invested withi a newv and vital interest. Thie
aniputated linib seareci with a hot iron, as a hemnostatie, a mieasure
miost barbarous anid revoltingo, gave as a resuit an aseptic w~otind.
Repair wvas necessarily slowv and tedious, but abundant graniula-
tions superveneci to protect froni septic absorption before decoili-
position ensued.

The coiistrictinig ligature, the septie pocketect wouncl, with
littie care as to cleanliness. gave suchi seconclary fa-tal resuits
that w\e are led ta wondler that the innovation of the ligyature in
the closing of the great ve.9sels becamne the estal)lislied pra-ctice.
I-ad it not beeni for the f rig'htful dangers f roni secondary hemnor-
rhag-e, after the tise of the cauterv slow lingiio giviing imperfeet
resuits, it may -%vell be questioned if even the indomitable spirit
of Ambrose Pare could ihave macle the innovation survive his
own time.

Adeeper philosophy souglit solution of the problei as ta
the causation of suppuration iii w~ounds, and if its prevention
wrere not within the possibility of the ri?,rather than thec excep-
tion, tlic stuclies of Pasteur, Tyndall, our ow'n Jeffries M, yman


