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COMPARISON, NOT CONTROVERSY.
BY T. W. G. M.
(From (he Cutholic Herald.)

In a conversation with a Protestant friend, (an
American.) a few days ago, I was told—and not for
the first time by many—that religious influence iwas
greater and more evident in Protestant than in Catho-
Lic countries. DMy’ friend had never lived in Italy,
but he told me that those who lad shared the same
opinion with him, and Tam aware that almost all
English and American Protestant writers in Ifaly
wish their readers to inler, that while they witnessed
what they are-pleased to terin (and indeed have now
a high authority for making use of the expression)
mummeries and superstitious praciice, they found no
real religion at all. ow [ew foreign (travellers
make for themselves opportunities of judging whe-
‘ther it is so. An Italian mighé say,ihatin America
a very great talk of religion is made in certain circles,
which he, very naturally, is at a loss to understand ;
that in New Iingland, particularly, they can boast of
their learned theologians, their able preachers, their
varicties and variations of doctrines, their new lights
and much strange and useless controversy; but he
would be quite at 2 loss for a general demonstration
of religious influcnce. He would wonder that the
houses of God are closed every day excepling Sun-
day, or, if opened, for an hour or two on some one ox
trro cvenings only, on week days, {or prayer-meetings
or preaching, when a certain class of persons frequent
them, many, as their after conversation would fully
prove, merely to criticize, not only the minister”
but the congregation there assembled, and that some
go as a kind of passe zemps. Now I would willingly
endeavor to draw a comparison between two towns,
one in Ttaly and one here 5 the former the capital of
a small state, and the latter called a capital also, of
one of the TSastern, United Stales. As I would
spealc of the influence of religion on socicly at large,
1 make,.of course, allowance for the difference of
national manners and cestoms, but I find that with
regard to conventional distinctions of the different
ranks and classes of sociefy, strange to say, that in
Ttaly, with an acknowledged, ancient and titled aris-
tocracy, there is far less invédious distinction touch-
ing rank. In Italy, the churches are not pewed ofl
~there are no “ uppermost places in the synagogue.”
From early dawn the churches are open daily, the
solemn unbloody sacrifice of the death of Christ is
there celebrated, and a Princess and a Beggar may
be, and are continually seen bowing down in adora-
tion side by side before the same allar. The great
have no causc to remembey their greatness there,
while the poor and the abject must feel consoled and
elevated. It is the custom throughout Italy for the
members of very many families to attend Mass daily,
and among the class of laborers, market-people and
others, the by far greater portion atltend early Mass
at some church before they enter upon their daily
avocations. A person about to undertake a journey,
perhaps of necessity, and on a Sunday or Holiday,
can do so without neglecting his first duty, and de-
part with-a blessing.  For religion to cxercise an In-
fluence over our lives, it must be our constant com-
panion.  We must be reminded of our means of
salvation, step by step, as we are reminded hour by
hour of our proness to sin, of the original curse, and
as the best of us feel continually with the Blessed
TPaul— the evil that we would not do, that we do.”
So, all classes in Italy are reminded by the Church,
whose care .and watehful guardianship (as promised
by Christ) is ever over her children, that hour by
Your as the day passes, so are we passing, and that
we must © wateh and pray.”® The announcement of
the angel to the Blessed Virgin is enjoined to be re-
peated by the Faithful at dawn of day, at noon, at
sunset and one hour after sunset. At these hours in
Catholic countries the bells of alf the churches ring
aut as well the glad tidings as the warning to us all to
xepeat humbly the salutation of the angel, finishing
with the invocation to her whom “all nations shall
call Blessed” to pray for us sinners. Ikoow my
Protestant readers will say ¢ but we do not call that
religion.” . I would here remind them that I. promis-
ed not to enter into a controversy on religious belicf,

- but to speak of the injluence of religion, asfaras we
cal? judge, in different communities, and who will
deny, that when we see all, even in the streets, pause
for a minute and suspend their business to unite in a
prayer for the aid of one, whose prayers, with those
of the Saints, St. John speaks of in the Apocalype
23 “ incense” before the altar of God in Heaven,—
who will deny that a religious influence is there, and
that they. who so.pray show their dependence on a
higher power—their dependence from dawn to sunset.

.There is, moreover, an obligation to attend divine
worship on Sundays and Holidays appointed by the
Church—and whatever Church man may. call the
Church, he must own that she has authority. « Eear
the Church” is too explicit 2 command to admit of a

doubt of this. Religion, thercfore, in Italy has this
influence, that a riny Sunday, a slight cold, or letzers
to write, form no excuse for a neglect of * assembling
themselves together.” True religion has also ano-
ther direct influence—1o make persons cheerful. A
gloomy countenance and the forbidding of innocent
recreation on holidays is no sign of the finfluence of
faith on the soul—but, on the contrary, of assumed
sanclity, of hypocrisy, and of ingratitude to the God
of infinite kindness, ¢ who knoweth our frame, who
remembereth thal we are but dust.”

Thercfore are amusements allowed on Sundays and
holidays, and then again religion exercises her salu-
tary influence. At all public places improper persons
are stricily excluded, improper performances are dis-
allowed, and even in ihe vecreation of reading, by
authority of the church, books, having the slightest
improper tendencies, are withheld, To pass through
the Italian town T alluded to, on a Sunday, and wit-
ness the cherfulness and orderly engagement of the
inhabitants, of all classes, mingling together without
any apparent distinction, knowing that the first duty
of man to his Maker has been performed by one and
all, is indeed 2 pleasing sight; and although it might
shock many rigid persons, brought up in ideas of De-
ing forbidden to do this, that, and the other, on ac-
count of “dts being wicked to do so and so on
Sunday,” to know that the poor working man, as
well as the rich man, would most likely, in the even-
ing, attend a moral and instructive play, or enjoy, in
company of his family, the music of some of hisgiited
countrymen’s Operas.  Yet look to the other side,
my friends. Do you see a grog-shop open? Such
things exist not. Do you see a drunken man? Never !
T was much struck with an incident, the first time I
sailed from Leglorn to Tlba, A few of the Guar-
dia Nobile of the Grand Dulke of Tuscany lad invit-
ed me fo accompany them on a visit to a friend at
the Island in question. "We sailed in one of those
small trading boats, half-decked, that ply from the
vort of Leghorn to Porto Ierrajo.  We were, crew
weluded, about a-dozen on board, At the point of

the Mole, leaving the harbor, is erccted a shrire, |-

with a large erucilis.  When we arrived at this point,
suddenly the sail flapped—there was a pause—andall
uncovered their heads, made the sign of the cross,
and repeateda short prayer.  After that, a small box
was handed round for « cleemosine,” and then clice-
rily did the saifors sing, and inerrily did the hours
fleet by until we made Porto Ferrajo, the same even-
ing. Again {he same cercmony took place, and it
was indeed touching. 'Was there not the influence
of religion on those rough sailors? Was it not meet
that, before sailing, they should direet a prayer for
sufety to Iim who walked on the waters, to Iim
who stretched out His arm to Saint Peter, when he
cricd out to lis Tord that he was sinking 2 And was
it not a pious thought to say Awve Maria to the Vir-
gin Mother of God ; who is emphatically and beau-
tfully styled ¢ Star of the Sea?”

But if, in the pleasures and cngagements of life,
religious iufluence is there felt, how much more in the
sorrows, aflliclions and sicknesses which visit all born
of woman ! All have heard of the glorious Sisterliood
of Mercy—-but there is another Society in every city
of Italy, called the ¢ Misericordia,” or Brotherliood
of Mercy. All, or nearly all, the male portion of
the community belong to it. Ilach person paysa
siall contribulion towards its expenses, which arenot
arcat, and.each person has lis duty to perform in
common with all.- The prince and the workman have
alike their turn. A certain number arc on duty daily
at the head-quarters of their order—if I may so eali
it, and in case of an accident, sickness, a poor peni-
tent at home, and without a nurse or any ncedful oc-
casion, a message is sent, a bell is tolled to warn
those on duty of the demand on them, and a certain
number march out to the place where they are re-
quired, their person being concealed beneath a.large
black cotton dress, with a card and rosary around
the waist, and their heads covered with a loose mask,
as it were, with holes for the eyes, a slouched hat is
generally hanging to their girdle, so that in very bad
weather they hardly protect their heads. I have
known so many instances where disease has been
cured, where comfort has been administered by these
voluntary, though concealed ministers of mercy, that
I cannot think or speak too highly of such «charity
that vaunteth not itsell.””.

I would willingly rove along recapitulating the in-
stances when religious influences are so touchingly
displayed—uwhen in all cases of sickness, the mother,
the wife, the brother, the friend, starts away from the
sick chamber to offer up prayers for the loved one in
God’s sanctuary-—and wlen even after death ¢ being
mindful of the resurrection,”.the ¢ holy and whole-
some thought to pray for the dead,” has its calming
and solema influence, and encourages us that remain,
“mnot to sorrow as those without hope,” and reminds

us that we must all pass that haven, and more~

over that we may all hope for that glorious immor-
tality, when there will be no divided feeling, no other
influence but the influence of religion.

Now I am told religion asserts a more powerful
and evident influence in Protestant countries, and the
American town I have alluded to to compare with
that of Italy in this respect, claims to be pre-cminent.
Before I say a word in comparison, I most cheerfully
avow that the inhabitants of this place are undoubi-
edly a worthy, respectable set of persons, learned also,
and the stale of society generally, especially what is
considered ¢ the first,” remarkable for intelligence,
and widely differing from the pscudo-fashionable
circles in Jarge American cities. And although one
does not find the warmth of heart which seems more
naturally to belong to the ¢ sunny south,” yet there
is a steady civility and a justness of bearing to all,
even in the most pitied and probably despised Papist.

Here there are many places of worship belonging
to persons of different denominations, and on Sunday,
generally speaking, unless the weather is very bad,
they are all more or less well attended.

The great object in going to ehurch is to heara
good preacher, and among the congregationalists a
minister, fluent in extemporancous prayer is much
sought after. "The “ gift of prayer® is much spoken
of. Sunday is ushered in by the tolling of bells, aud a
most decorous silence pervades the eity. To see the
people going to church at hall-past 10, A. M., a fo-
reigner would be at a loss to reconcile the contradic-
tion of the very gay dresses and the very dismal
faces. Tivery one seemsas if it were thought a sin
to smile. Nany think it right to frequent some place
of worship three times during the day, and cerlainly
as this day alone of all the weel is given up to reli-
gious worship, it does not seem unreasonable, besides,

| every kind of amusement is strictly prohibited. The

young people generally would be glad to eseape, but
nothing is left for them, for evena walk is against
rule, and to admire the beautics of nature, and to find
the most innocent relaxation in a walk, are not deem-
cd worthy of the Christian Sabbatl!

I forgot—there is a recreation permitted—1io can-
vass the merits of the preacher—his style, his doc-
trine, &e., with a flippancy perfectly  astonishing.
“ What church do you attend ¥’ is a question natur-
ally among the first between acquaintances. The
answer will be,—*1 used {o attend Mr. So-and-so’s,
but I got tired of his preaching, and now I sit under
D, % Dear me,” may be the reply, *do
you really? why I am told Iis doctrine respecting
predestination is very strange, and has not there been
a split lately in the congregation?” ¢« Ol yes, but I
quite agree with Lim,and lus manner is so impressive,”
&e.  Such is the ¢nfluence that some of the preach-
ers have over their hearers, and such is the style of
conversation respecting what should be the most im-
portant maltter for consideration—the solemn wor-
ship of Almighty God. With many, it is far other-
wise, and in sincerity do they adore in the manner
they suppose to be most acceplable to their Creator.
But their lives and religious services, which might
be very edifying, is but litile so, because, however
their conduct may be admired by all, their devotion
is either considered useless or ridiculous by the ma-
jority, because their opinions on certain points of
faith and forms of worship are widely different.

The Sunday over, the churches are shut up, no
festival ever occurs to remind the thoughtless of the
various epocls in the life of Clirist—no day hallowed
by a commemoration of the piety of his Saints. In-
stead of a holiday being hailed with joy,a Sunday
casts a gloom over almost every family, and ¢ dull as
Sunday” has passed into a proverb. Among certain
sects, Episcopalians, for instance, there is something
like authority acknowledged by themselves in their
clergy as a body, but the intercourse between the
clergyman and the congregation is comparatively
slight, and chiefly between Limself and persons of his
own standing 2whom lLis wife can receive !

The perpetual disputes and controversies between
clergymen and others, of opposite sects, must natu-
rally weaken the influence of the religion of the gos-
pel, as taught by them, on the masses, and the few
points of sound doctrine retained among them are so
perpetually disputed upon, as to some peculiar mean-
ing, that they lose the hold on men’s faith which
they ought to have, and any, specious argument against
the whole fabric of the Christian religion and divine
revelation, may therefore quickly overthrow both.
That many here are active and zealous in charitable
efforts no one can deny; but the. want of unity is
felt. Worldly feeling, worldly respectability. are
thought much of. Large subscriptions are raised to
provide clothing and instruction for the poar. Ladies
lend their aid, and sewing socicties are established.
Many kind hearted souls visit the sick, and of their
abundance administer to thie wants of the indigent.
But the poor aud the ignorant will be taught one thing

by-one set of benefactors, and another by anotber, -

To be sct down as religious, implics a denouncing
almost of every social feeling, and a total giving up
of every amusement, excepting of hearing celebrated
preachers.  Tow often do we hear young men, just
entering the world, say, when asked when they have
been to church on the last Sunday—« Oh, I had
enough of that at liome; the old folks made me go
to meeting enough to last a long while.”

* Can any one deny this? Can any one say I exag-
gerate? With all the moral bearing of this town—
with all the Jaws which exist to enforce morals—
although no theatrical performance cven is legal—
yet, how much dissatisfaction prevails, especiall y on
Sundays !

And T maintain that if there were unity in religion
and authority in church, no dislike would be evinced
to religion. ~ She would regain Ler influence, a holi-
day would not be made a fast day, and cheerfulness
and gaiety would replace dissipation and debauchery.

T am aware that Protestants say that we, Catholics,
have no charity, are not Zberal! I shall be con-
demned now as illiberal for what T have said. As
for charity, whose bounties do those of the Church: of
England enjoy and revel in?  The sums given for
charitable purposes by their own Catliolic ancestors.
It were idie talking. ~ Monuments of Catholic picty
and charity in every age cxistevery where. And for
liberality, let me ask what is meant? It is 1we, not
they, who lave to complain,  If they denounce us
as illiberal, because we not say « it maiters not what
a man believes, if he be a good man ;” and that it is
illiberal to refuse to send Calholic children to Pro-
testant schools—according to their notions, we are
illiberal. The mission of the Church was, and is, to
convert all nations—not to tell people—which she
might to heathens also, according to that reasoning—
that it matters not what they believe. '

No, the ‘@nffuence of religion is too valuable in
this life, as weil as in the next, for us to become Zide-
7al to that extent. But in charity we may, nay, must
be, with ali men, if we are true Catholics. It is by
the charity of God we are preserved, and that His
charity may abide in us, and preserve the blessed in=
fluence of his holy rcligion, wherever his Church has
planted the sacred banner of the Cross, is our fervent
prayer, as well as that all nations may speedily be re-
united in tie faith once delivered to Lhe Saints. '

THE TOLICY OF PERSECUTION—THI
“TRISH VOTL.”

(From a Weslern Correspondent of the Freeman.)

Novw, that the storin of politico-theological dispu-
tation, of which the House of Commons has lately
been the ill-selected arena, is succeeded by a tem-
porary calm, and that the mist raised is by degrees
clearing away, it may not be deemed intrusive to ask
a small space in your columns for the purposc of in-
forming your readers in England, and elsewhere,
what is and has been thought of the whole affair by
the Catholic inlabitants of ihe western province.—
Upon ordinary topics of 2 political kind the inlluence
upon public opinion of a province so bereft of mer-
cantile and industrial wealth, and shaken to its very
centre by a combination of disorganizing elements,
might be with salety disregarded. DBut when it is
borne in mind that the population is almost exclusively
Catholic, and that the inhabitants comprise the des-
cendants of the Catholic and purely Celtic families
who lave been driven, during previous persecutions,
to this side of the Shamnon Dby successive tyrannical
encroachments on the part of our English rulers,
their views upon a new penal bill may not be unwor-
thy of attention even from British statesmen. By a
truism, which has now become an anxiom in parlia-
mentary manceuvering, Ireland is the difficulty of
Lngland ; and during the late years of famine, and
even at (his moment, we may say that the helpless
poverty of the south and west may be termed the dif-
ficulties of Ireland. Here is a large amount of
population, whom the government caonot root out ali
at once by the sword and the bayonet, although that
would be more humane than to permit them 1o starve
in thousands in the very midst of plenty. This popa- .
lation is intensely Catholic. They are firmly.united
in bonds of reciprocal affection to their clergy-and
bishops.  Although, therefore, ‘upon other wmatters, -
as I stated before, their feelings might be disregarded,
yet when it becomes a question of religion, the case .
is altered. T lave heard several persons say during
the late debate, that England taok away every thing
else worth having iu Ireand but the faith planted by -
St. Patrick, and that they are ready to die in defence .
of thisJast hope which binds them to Heaven. .Thus
their very poverty, with the recklessness it offen
engenders, will prove the strength of the .inhabitants
of unfortunate Connaught in the event of.any attempt
being made to enforce the provisions .of the.new..
penal law. "'We did not surely require this new in-

gredient to be poured into our cup of bitterness in



