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AN EXAVHINATION OF TIHE ANGLICAN
THEORY,
(Lrom the Calholic Siandard.)
# s Prayer-took isan Aet ot Parliamen of two
centuries ago ; and ils cathedrals amd colleges are the
spnils of Catholicism.”?—Dn. Niwaan,

We will suppose that it was the religious views,
not of the King and Parliawent, but of the bishops
and convocation, which revolutionised the stablish-
ment and thatit was the clergy who in solemn synod
deliberately and volmtarily resolved to remoedel
that Church which had existed in this land ever sinee
the conversion of the Saxops. It secms almost lu-
dicrous to entertain such an hypothesis even for an
jnstant in the face of history: bul we wish to give
every possible advantage to the Anglican in the dis-
cussion of his theory. Lt us, then, imagine such a
synod te have assembied together for the purpose of
reforining refigion.  They are animated witl: a deep
sense of Dloman error and Rowman uwsurpation, and
are determined to renounce the one and shalie off the
other.  Naw, the first question which meets themn is
the ascertaining of their powers ; by what quthority,
in what name, do they take upon themselves to carry
turough such measures?  You are only a part of a
large society, they might be told, ruled by a central
movernment, which Ias enjoyed a sway of many cen-
turies, such as ro lemporal kingdom in the world can
hoast of.  You propose to sever yowrselves from its
allegiance, and to set up an independent sovereignty
of your own.  In civil affairs such a procecding,
where it fails, is called a rebellion; when suecessiul,
it changes its name to revoludion, and the new or-
gauisation which emanates from it is legitimatised by
15 existence de fucto, and the right of communities
of men to seli-government. I2ut you abjuve such
principies ; legitimacy, for you can come [ram no
other source than that divine corporation, instituled
far ever to rule the Chureli and 1o declare the faith,
“ou are rebelling from that universal corporation in
the judgment of every other member of it but your-
sclves.  You are ilwowing yourselves out of the
Church altogetker. Onwhat principle do you take
your stand? The Church of Rome, you reply, has
corrupted the faith aud wsurped a deminicn to which
sjre has no title.  Who saysso? Do not attempt to
answer that you conshow that Rome feaches Loth
in reeard to government and faith wlat is not Catho-
Lic truth.  Delove we inguire into the truth or {alse-
hood of Roman doctring, we must first settle what is
the trilacnet by which that issue is to be tried. Upon
vour principles the question with you logically can
never Lie what the doetrine is, but 2cho proncuncedit.
"The divine right of the episcopate 1o rule Chyistians,
and exponnd the failh, is the centre of church prin-
ciples,  In framing new articles of belief, you are
bound to produce the express warrant and comumis-
rion of that cpiscopate, You are but aninsignificant
minority of the bishops with whom you have been in
communion: an overwhelming majority declares the
Roman faith to be the true faith, and the Roman go-
vernment to be the divine government instituted by
Christ.  The power of the keys, the ultimate deter-
mination of doctrine and practice, resides in the ma-
jority of the episcopale, or does not reside at allin
the institutions as such.  To refuse submission to the
decisions of the majority is to recognise a tribunal
higler than the episcopate, a tribunal whose ouly
seat can be the individual mind of ecach Clwistian.
If, thevefore, the decision of the majority of the
cpiscopate is the sole aulhorily which you can re-
cognise as binding the Clurch, and holding it toge-
ther as one society, on what basis would articles of
veligion voled by a few bishops rest, and how would
the Church of ngland escape the condemnation of
having breken away from the Chinreh of Christ alto-
gether, and being upon chureh prineiples no Church
at all?

Ve are o national Charel, you answer; we are
ot erealing a new independence, but vindicating an
old one.  Tatianal episcopates are for their several
nations integial cliwreh unities.  Bot what is ana-
tional chinrch 7 and what is a nation? A political
and sccular division, defined by geographical and
other principles wholly foreign to church s in no way
i5 it n constituent and organic element of the great
corporation of the Christtan Church as described by
ebureh principles. A thousand worldly accidents
determine the Jimits of a nation; how can they fura-
ish a prineipie for investing a portion only of the
hishops of Christendom with sovereign rights? A
pation is-a purely secular institution; whatever is
national has the stale for its ground and basis; it
can have no prineiple higher than the state. It isin
the last degree preposterous in upholders of church
principles to seck from the state an anthority which
shall ‘breale up the episcopate into fragments, awdl
enthrone in sovereignly an arbitrary. number of bi-
shops.. - Yet this is what they do who try to abtaina
smiction for the Reformation) by representing it as
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I'the regular act of au independent episcopate. 1dad !
{the King and Parliament chosen to stand aloof
the breach with Rome, the whole
land would not have lad a valid church reason for |
enforcing the concurrence of a single bishop who re-
fused to share in their reforms.  Such a ane could |
have suceessfully pleaded that a national churel was |
a purely administrative body, subordinate to, and |
acting in the name of, the universal episcopate which |
ruled over all Christendom, and that no nuwber of
bishops connected Ly geographical and sceular ties ,
could consfit site themselves a sovereiga power, or |
furnish him with a_justification for rebelling asainst |
the Chureh; for the veice of the universal ef)iscépmc, i
and not that of a ferww bishops dwelling in the same
land, was the voice of God. Nothing short of un
(icumenical Council could on Chureh principles have
compelled such a dissentient to subwmit to his col-
leagues. e would have bad as much vight ‘o ex-
communicxte them for revolting azainst the Pope, as
they to excommunicate him far not joining in that
revolt. :

And il the absurdity is great of attempling to
found independence of clurch government consis-
tently with church principles on a relation determined |
by the state, how much greater the absurdity and im-
possibility of rendering the state the arbiter of the
faith? The size of a nation may be enlarged or re-
duced by a single battle ; {le number of its national
bixhops may be prodigiously altered by a treaty or an
invasion; new provinces may send (0 its synoids
prelates enteriaining theological, views diametrically
apposed to those held by the ancient clergy ; how is
a prineiple of religious certainty—a certainty which
theory makes to rest solely on the dictum of the na-
tienal synad—to be found amid sueh purely mundane
contingencies 7 lingland had two convoeations. If
Caaterbury had pronounced for the two clements in
the distribution of the sacrament to the laify, and
Yoik for ane ouly, how should an Anglican have
learnt the right feith and practice? Would Can-
terbury have been orthedex, because its province
was geographically larger? or would two different
creeds biave been respectively true in the northern
and southern divisicns of the Anglican Chureh 7 Nay,
would there have beenonc or tiwo Anglican Churehes?
Ecclesiastical Listory furnishes an unbroken record
of the conflicting opinions of national churches, and
of the decrees and counler decrees, accompanicd by
the direst forms of mutual anathematising of (he
hisliope of the same national church.  Where is the |
Angliean to find amid such perplexity that authority !
which alene determines. for him what true religion is?
IIe will find it hie says, in Catholic consent. Butif
the bishops as such cannot declare wherein that con-
sent truly consists 3 if opposing bishops uiter conflict-
ing oracles; if heis to seck for the authority of a
doctrine or a church, not in the decisions themselves |
of bishops, but in his own view of the rightness or
wrongness of these decisions, then the cpiscopate
daes not possess the prerogative of declaring the
faith authoritatively, and the unhappy Anglican is
launched on the great DProtestant ocean of private
judement.

Une Earbor of refuge, indecd, may present itsell
to his mind, but to reach its shelter he must leave the
Church of Ilngland.  1e may logically and consis-
tently place the oracle of truth in an JSeamenical
Couneil, but such an ovinjon must make him despair
of the lexality of his Chureh.  Tor uot aniy was the
Cuureh of lingland not constituted by a general
council, but it is also notorious that the last thing !
which an assembled synod of all the bishops of the
world would do would be to sanction the doctrine
and coustitution of that Chureh.

It is plain, then, that the Reformation was nol the
work of English bishops, and even if it had have been
did not derive ils legitimacy from them. The
theory of the apostolate is unable to justify that great
event. Yor the faith then professed, and the eccle-
siastical system then set up, the Anglican can get
upon his principles no other authority than the pre-
vale fudgment. of so many individval Lishops: for
their union into one national church, defined by geo-
graphical and political limits, cannot, exeept upon the
DProtestant principle of the right of every society to
govern itsell, make them a sovereign power.

FREESOILISM, ENGLAND, AND IRE-
LAND.

(From {he N. Y. National Democrat.)

The Tonglish ¢ philanthropists,” still further inspired
by the presence of Mrs. Stowe, and the reading of
the Key to Uncle Tom’s Cabin, are mighty busy in
determining what con be done with slaveryin the
United States, They have made up their minds,
that 2l they can do is to * agitate—agitate—and
leave the résult with Providence.”

i oves, sapd-beds and coals, the most extensive in those

Well, that they have already been doing, in com-
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paay with the abalitiouists and freesoilers of our own |

slavery has boen both extended and strengthened by !
that very agitation. !

We do not, however, regret this late intimate co- !
alitien between the Tnglih ¢ philanthyopists,” and ;
the Awmerican abolitionists  and free-soilers—they
form togetir a band of fanatics and impostors which 3
will evermere earvy the remedy for its own evils.— |
The fuct that the slavery anitation is ereafter (o he i
clearly uniderstood as being » halt Jnglish® will suf-
ficiently disgust anld owtrage the whole American |
mind, 10 traw new disgrace upon the whole move- :
ment, :

“Iie immense Trish population of the United States ;
will heren{tor he more powerfully avoused than ever
against every possible shape of abolitionism —through
this ehannel alone the masses will be mightily exerted
against every form of it.  Itnough that it is Tnelish
aided and abetted by a few traitors at lome.  And
what copital we shall have to fight this Eoelish agita-
tien!  Wae shall have but fo campare the cendition
of the working men of the South, with Trgland’s
treatment of Treland, and have a perpetmal rebuke
for the hypoerisy of abolitionizm,

Let Enzland first setile her aceount with God and
mankind for her vuination of Ireland, before she sends
her money wnd Tier fanaties to 2gitate in the United
States. She will ltbor in vain 1o stile American
sympatly for Treland, through her Agents and alies,
the free-soil press of this country.  One of these
hivelinzs has recently shown its Tnglish (clover) foot
by o dircel assault upon the capacily of Trefand and
the Trish for sclf-government,  The natural capacity
of Treland for self-government is, in all respects,
equal, if not superiay, to that of Canada.

Dy its gengraphical position it is the natural com-
wercial dejiot of western Eurepe for all the trade of
the Iast. Then she has the most fruitful soil of
wisstern Ilurope, varied with every degree of eleva-
tinn, that renders it most faveralle for all kinds of
agricuitaral produce, with the most nland  districts
traversed by rivolels snd sfreams 3 having also the
largest river of the three kingdoms sl situated in a
mild ant uniform climate, where the dews of hLeaven
fall gentiy on all parts, asif to make it the peculiar
abode of happiness and {reedom.

Then the zeological stiucture of the conalry s
alike remarkable for variety and richness, with rocks
of slate, quarries and limest.ne and aranite, iron

isands. The iren ores of Lainster and Connanght

are said to average even those used in England —

Then there are extensive mines of copper, and rich

veins- of lead streteding all the way throvgh Wick-

low, Wex{ord, Cork, Down, IKine’s County and
Jare.

Then Tecland possesecs uplimited capabilities of
water power.  Tho banks of the Shannon, the Lee,
the Liifey, the Blackwater, the Boyue, ar the Bann,
invite every variety aud extent of machinery 3 where
factories for the manufacture of flax, cotton, or wool
might wark incessantly in the midst of a greedy mar-
ket.  And what is best of all the raw material might
all he found at home. Wanl especially, could be
had at their very doors in nafailing supplies.  Ireland
has two millions of acres of {he first pasturage, at an
clevation of eight hundred feet above the level of
the sea. What a woel-growing country it might
become.

‘T'hen to all these rafural advantages for national
independence and wealth, we must not forget to add
hor fisheries which have beer. called «“a girdle of
gold encircling the island,”

Treland has cighteen maritime counties out of ler
thirty-two ; and it is estimated that at Jeast 120,000
heails of families might be prefitably employed in
working these ineshaustible sources of wealth.

But notwithstanding these exhaustless treasuries
with such faculties ol traasit, the soil is poorly eul-
tivated, tle mines are unworked, the rivers and
streams fiow idly on fo the ocean, and the richest
land in the world is croshed info beggary.  Jingland
must manufzeture, and Treland, wib immeasurably
ricl resources, must Le only her market place.—
ITence there was an Jinglish law 1o crush Trish ma-
nufacturies. 'fhere was a penalty upon industry,and
upon the investment of Irish capital, which stopped
at once many thousands of spindles, turned many
thousand Trishmen and women out of empleyment,
put a seal oa the mine’s mouth, and still sits by the
waterside, like a foul witch, frightening lionest indus-
try from its path !

Tt is estimated that Dublin ciiy alone sends several
Lundreds of thousands of pounds, annually to New-
castle and Whitehaven to buy coal, while under the
soil of Leinster according to Sir Robert Shane, the
total quantity of pure solid coal is 63,000,000 of
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broken up, in Ircland, the naiural relation of 1owa-

at Leomtry, and so far, Providence secins 1o have treated i and county 5 a policy that would impoverish and e~
episcopate of Eng- | their agitation with contempt ; for the institution of stroy

any country on earth even were it peopled In
men as pure and fagltless in habit as the angels ai
God in Ueaven, )

In this case of coals we sec what is true af peariv
every article of consumption in Trcland of fond,
clothes, and furniture; the cities the towns are’
made the charnels through which the comntry i
drained of its wealth, The city’s trade is oaly i
robbery of the country. That is just what Ircland
gefs {rom [Enatand,

Treland’s independence wonld re-establish thar ga-
teral relation between lier town and country, hv
which the city’s wants are made the country’s wealth.
That alone would save the country.  An Trish Lo
public would at once re-establish the legitimate trade
of its old strongholds, such as Dublin, Ballingarry.
Kilkenny, Carrick, Louglrea, and Limerick, hy mu-
fettering the soil and the treasures of those Fngli<i
laws that now condemn them fo harrenness and use-
lessness.

Ouce the noble Jand of Sieily was the aranary of
Rome and was administered as a provinee of the
Roman Ewmpire under a Praetor, (so the Lord Lien-
tenant was called) whose dity was to see that Sieily
sent lier tribute of corn, amt wine and oil punctually
to lier master’s gates.  Tor many gencrations this
process went onj but the end came; the richess
island in the world began ta be desolated by & peren-
nial famine, and as the eyes of Cicero saw it (lins:
“ Those very fields and bills, which T had onse seen
in all their verdant pride and beauty, lnok now squa-
lid and foreaken, and appear as il in nourning for
the absence of the hushandman.  The fields of 1Ler-
bita, of Tnna, of Murgantinm, of Machra, of A«
sorium, of Agyra, ars mostly deserfed ; and we losk
in vain for the owners of so many jugera of land.—
The vast fields around na—once the best culti-
vated and those of Leontini, the pride of corn coun-
ties, which, when sown, scemed to defy scarcity,
hare beeome so degencrated and wasted, {hat we in
vain looked for Sicily in the most fertile part of
Sieily.”

Such was the fate of Sicily. Suchis preciscis
the fate of Treland. Ounly Trefand has a worse -
sery than the steady drain of her resources in the
endless distraction of her population. A people star-
ing at cach other with mutual distrust and horror—
made enemies 1o one avother by every artifice anid
falsehood which the prolific mind of England could
devise—that is the crowning misery of ITreland. This
has been a never-resting lahor of both the relizion
and law of England, to sow Treland with fire-brands
and distract with mutual hatred and jealousies her
pepulation, .

So much for the effort which the * Tinglish philan-
thropists” and the American “ frec-soilers®® are mak-
ing, to throw the present deoradation and misery o
Ireland off the shoulders of Treland. It is a worthy
compaet, truly a most excellent precious hand of im-
postors in the prostituted name of philanthrepy —
these  Tinglish philanthropists” and American * free-
soilers.”

A REVELATION WORTII LOOKING AFTKR.
(From the N, Y. Freemuwi’s Journel.)

Mr. Brownson in an address delivered last June at
Mt. St. Mary’s College, Md., made a siatement of
areat importance respecling the origin of the State-
Sehool movement in the State of New York, and now
spreading over the country. e asserted as of his
own knowledge that many who have taken the lead
in this godless State-Iree-School movement were
members with him of the Fanny Wrizht and Robert
DBale Owen erusade against marriage, religion and
property, and that a ¢ secret organisation was formed
at that time having in view precisely what has been
done by the advocates of the State-School-System in
the banishment of redigion from the cctianls,®

This is a revelation of great impotance, aml we
think that no better service could be donelo the coun-
try than to drag forth to public execration and denui-
cration the numes of some, if not of all, whese Free-
School ¢ patriotism?® originated inthe abominations
of Fanny-Wrizht-ism. Ve presume that some of
tbe leaders of the Free-School movement, some who
have reputations as men of morality if not of religion,
will caltupon Mr. Brownson to prodace all the names
he knows of, Otherwise -the charge brought against
many who took the lead, will lie ngainst all the ac-
tive leaders of a scheme whose origin is thus exposed.
« Fanny-Wright-ism and Free-bchools I Let those
who object to the association of the two endeaver to
disprove i,

The follawing are Mr. Brownson’s words :—

¢ It is not without design that I have memioned the
name of Frances Wrizht, the favorite papil of Jere-
my Bentham, and famous infide! lecturer throngh our
countryy reome twenty years agoe; for I happen to
know, what may not be known to you all, that she
and her friends were the great movers in the scheme
of godless edncation, now the fashion in our country.

tons. We sce here how effectually English law has

1 knew this remarkable woman well, and it was my



