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THE PZARL: DEVOTED TO POLITE LITERATUKE, SCIENCE, AND RE;L[GIVON. -

the force of this reasoning, or the jastico of this conclusion ; but ‘I’ormahon from the man next him, when a sudden move was visi-
without troubling himself to question it, he took down the addre,,s,.‘ble on the stairs, and a voice was heard to cry, ‘“Now, gentle-

and resolved to wait upon Mr, Gregsbury without dela).‘

«+1 don’t know what the number is,”’ said Tom ; ¢ Lut Ban-! I
chester Buildings isn’t a Jarge place ; and if the worst comes to ‘wulk down with great alacrity, and to entreat, with extraordinary |

} nien, have the goodness to wallk up.”’

Ro fur from walking up, the gentlemen on the stairs began to

the worst, it won’t take you very long to knock at all the doors on: pnlueness, that the gentlemen nearest the street would go firat ;

hoth sides of the way ’till you find him out.
looking gal that was, wasn’t she 2"
+¢ What girl, Sir,”" demanded Nicholas, sternly.
“ Qh yes.
one cye, and cocking his chin in the 1ir
you didn’t—1I say, don’t you wish you was me, when she comes!
to-morrow morning ?*?

E
|

Nicholas looked at the ugly elerk, as if he had a mind to re-
witrd Lis admiration of the young lady by beating the ledger about
Lis ears, but he refrained, and strode liaughtily out of the office ;.
neiting at defiance, in his indignation, those ancient laws of clnval-{
1y, which not only made it proper and lawlul for all goed Lnlclus
10 hear the proise of the Judies to whom they were devoted, but
rendered it incumbent- upon thewm to roam about the world, and
knock at head all such matier-of-fact and unpoetical characters,
as: declined 10 exalt, above all the carth, damsels whom they had:

,nover chnnced to Jook upon or hear of-—ns if that were any ex-
- cuse. -
" Thinking no Ionner of his own rmafonunes, but wondering whnt

';‘/vould be those of the beautiful girl ‘he had seen, Nlclxolas, with |’

mnany wrong turns, and muny inquiries, and almost as many mis-
- directions, bent his steps towards the place whither he had been
directed.

Within the precinets of the ancient city of Westminster, and

and dirty region, the sanctuary of the smuller members of parlia-
ment in modern days. It ig all comprised in one street ol gloomy
lodging-houses, fromn whose windows in vacation time lherﬂ
frown long melancholy rows of bills, which say as plainly as did!
the countenances of their occupiers, ranged on ministerial and op-
position beaches in the session which slumbers with its fathers,
““To Let”—*<ToLet.”” In busier periods of the year these,
bills disappear, and the houses swarin with legislators. There
are legislators in the parlours, in the first floor, in the second, in
the third, in the garrets ; the small apartments reek with the
breath of deputations and delegates. In damp weather the place
is rendered closo by the steams of moist acts: of parlmment and
frowzy petitions ; general postmen grow f.unt as they enter its
v mfecled limits, and shabby figures i in ‘quest of franks, flit restless-
'-ly 1o and - fro like the troublcd ghosts ofCompIete Letler-wr:ters
,d‘\.pnrted "Thisis Mnnchesler Buildings ; "and here, at all hours
of the night, may be heard the rattling of latch-keys in their re-
apective keyholes, with now and thes—when a gust of wind
sweeping ncross the water which washes the Bmldmgs feet, im-}

pels tho sound towards its entrance—the weak, shrill voice of some
young member practising the marrow’s speech.  All the live-long
day there is a grinding of organs and clashing and changing of
little boxes of musie, for Manchester Buildings is an cel-pot,
svhich has no outlet but its awkward mounth—a case-bottle which,
has no thoroughfare, and a short and narrow neck—and in this!
respect it may be typical of the fate of some few among its more
adventarous residents, who, afler wriggling themselves into Par-
liament by violent eflorts and conturtions, find that it teo is no
thoroughfure for them ; that, like Manchester buildings, it leads
to nothing beyond itself ; und that they are fuin at last 1o back
out, no wiser, no richer, not one whit more fumous, than they
wvent in.

Into Manchester Buildings Nicholas turned, with the address
of the great Mr. Gregsbury in his hand ; and as there was a
stream of people pouring into & shabby house not far from the
entrance, he waited until they had made their way in, and then
mraking up to the servant, ventured to inquire if he knew where
Mr. Gregsbury lived.

The servant was a very pale, shabby loy, who looked as if he
had slept under ground from his infancy, as very likely he had.
¢ Mr. Gregsbury 2 said he ; ** Mr. Gregsbury lodges here. Its
all right. Come in.”

Nicholas thought he might as well get in while he could, so in
he walked ; and he had no sooner done so, than the hoy shut the
¢oor and made off,

This was odd enough, but what was more embarrassing was,
tiat all along the narrow passage, and all along the narrow stairs,
blocking up the window, and making the dark entry darker still,
was a confused crowd of persous with great importance depicted
in their looks ; who were, to all appearance, waiting in silent ex-
pectation of some coming event ; from time to time one man
would whisper his neighbour, or a little group would whisper to-
gether, and then the whisperers would nod fiercely to each other,
or give their heads a relentless shake, as ifthey were bent upon
doing something very desperate, and wore determined not to be
pat off, whatever happened.

As n few minutes elapsed without anything oecarring to explain
this phenomenon, and as he felt his own position a peculiarly un-
comfortable one, Nicholas was on the peiat of seeking somo in-

il

I say, what a good-. the gentlemen nearest the street retorted, with equal courtesy,

;that they couldn’t think of such a thing on any account ; but they

!dld it without thinking of it, inasmuch as the other gentlemen
I know—what gal, eh 2> whispered Tom, shuuing:;pressing some half-dozen (among whom was Nicholas) forward,
“You didn’t see her,' and closing up Dbehind, pushed them, not merely up the stairs, but

i

ithus compelled to enter with mest unseemly precipitation, and

jinto the very sitting-room of Mr, Gregsbury, which they were

without the means of retreat; the press behind them more than
filling the apartment.

““ Gentlemen,”” said Mr. Gregsbury, * you are wcloome. I
am rejoiced to see you.”’

Tor a gentleman who was rejoiced to see a body of visitors,
Mr. Gregsbury [ooked as uncomfortable as might be ; but perhaps
this was uccasioned by senatorial gravity; and a statesmanlike
habit of keeping his feelings under conwrol. He was a tough,
burly, thick-headed gentleman, with a loud voice, a pompous
manner, a tolerable command of sentences with no meanin'v in
them, and in short overy requisite for a.very good member
indeed. : i
“ Now, gemlemen *? said Mr. Gregsbury, tossing a great bun-
dle of papers into a wicker basket at his feet, and throwing him-
self back in his chair with his arms over the elbows, ‘¢ you are
dissatisfied with my conduct, I see by the newspapers.’?

* Yes, Mr. Gregsbury, we are,”” said a plump old gentleman

‘s . . ; . ,in a violent heat, bursting out of the throng, and planting himself
within half a quarter of a mile of its ancient sanctuary, is a narrow f

n the front.

“ Do my cyes deceive me,’’ said Mr. Gregsbury, looking to-
wards the speaker, *“is that my old friend Pugstyles 2*’

T am that man, and oo other, Sir,” replied the plump old
gentleman.

¢ Give me your hand, my worthy {riend,” said Mr. Gregsbuory.
*“ Pugstyles, my dear friend, I am very sorry to see you here.”

‘“ Tam very sorry to be here, 8ir,”” said Mr, Pugstyles ; ¢ but
your conduct, Mr. Gregshury, has roudered this deputation from
yourconstituents imperatively necessary.

‘¢ My conduct, Pugstyles,” said Mr. Uregsbury, looking round
upon the deputation with gracious” magnanimity—¢ My conduct
has been, and - ever will be, regulated’ by a sincere: regard for the
true and real interests of this great and happy counlry Whether I
Jook at home or abroad, whether I behold the peaceful, indus-
trious communities of our island home, her rivers covered with
steamboats, her roads with Incomollves her streets with cabs her
skies with balloons of a power and magnitude hitherto unknown
in the history of aeronautics in this or any other nation—I say,
whether I look merely at home, or stretching my eyes further,
contemplate the boundless prospect of conquest and possession—
achieved by British perseverance and British valour—which is
outspread before me, I clasp my hands, and turning my eyes to
the broad cxpanse above my head, exclaim, ¢ Thank Ifeaven, I
amaBritain ’

The time had been when this burst of enthusiasm would have
been cheered to the very echo ; but now the deputalion received
it with chilling coldness. The general impression seemed to be,
that as an explanation of Mr. Gregsbury’s political conduct, it did
not enter quite enough into detail, and one gentleman ia the rear
did not scruple to remark aloud, that for his purpose it saveured
rather too much of a ** gammon’’ tendency.

“‘The meaning of that term—gamnion,”” said Mr. Gregsbury,
“Iis unknown to me. Ifit means that I grow a little too fervid,
or perhups even hyperbolical, in extolling my native land, I ad-
mit the {ull justice of the remark. I am proud of this free and
happy country. My form dilates, my eye glistens, my breast
heaves, my heart swells, my bosom burns, when I call to ound
hier greatness and her glory.”

““Ie wish, 8ir,”” remarked Mr, Pugstyles, calmly, «to ask
you a few questions.””

‘I you please, gentlemen ; my time is yours—and my coun-
try’s—and my country’s—’? said Mr. Gregsbury.

This permission being conceded, Mr. Pugstyles put on his
spectacles, and referred to a written paper which he drew from
his pocket, whereupon nearly every other member of the depata-
tion pulled a written paper from his pocket, to check BIr. Pug-
styles off, as he read the questions.

This done, Mr, Pugstyles proceeded to business.

“ Question number one.—Whether, Sir, you did not givea
voluntary pledge previous to your election, that in the event of]
of your being returned you would immediately put down the
practice of coughing and groaning in the House of Commons.
And whether you did not submit 1o be conghed and groaned down
in the very first debate of the session, and have since made no
effort to effect a reform in this respect ! Whether you did not also
pledge yourself to astonish this government, and make them
shrink in their shoes. And whether you have astonished them

l ¢ Go on to the next one, m} dear Puvatytes,” said Mr. Gregs-
bury.

““Ilave you any explanation to offer with reference to that
question, Sir 2*’ asked Mr. Pugstyles.

¢t Certainly not,” said Mr. Gregsbury.

The members of the depatation looked fiercely at each other,
and afterwards at the member, and * dear Pugstyles” having '
taken a very long stare at Mr. Gregsbury over the tops of his
spectacles, resumed hiz list of inquiries.

‘¢ Question number two.—Whether, Sir, you did not likewise
gwe voluntary pledge that you would support your colleague on
‘every occasion ; and whether you did not, the night before last,
Ide.sert him and vote upon the other side, because the wife of a
leader on that other side had mvxted Mrs. Gregsbury to an even-
ing party I*’ '

“Go on,”” said Mr. Gregsbury.

* Nothing to say on that either, Sir? 2 asked the spokesman ,
¢¢ Nothing whatever,” replied Mr. Greusbur} The deputanon,
who had only seen him at canvassing or electnon time, were struck * -
dumb by his coolness. He did’nt appear ‘like the same man’; -
then be was all milk and honey—now he was all starch and vme- i

\gar. DBut men are so different at different times ! -
¢ Question number three—and Jast—’ said - Mr. Pugstyles,:_-
emphatlcﬂ}y “ Whether, Sir, you did not state upon the hust- B

{

|
;
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flings,” that it was your firm and determined mtemmn 10 oppose'

everything propand ; to divide the house upon every queshon, :
to move for returns on every subject, 1o place a motion oo the
books every day, and, in short, in your own memorable words,
to play the devil with everything and everybody ?””  With this
comprehensive inquiry Mr. Pugstyles folded up his list of ques-
tions, as did all his backers.

Mr. Gregsbury reflected, blew his nose, threw himself farther
back in his chair, came forward again, leaning his elbows on the
table, made a triangle with his two thumbs and his two forefingers,
and tapping his nose with the spex thereof| replied (smiling as he
said it), *“ I deny everything.”

At this unexpected answer a hoarse murmar arose from the
deputation ; and the same gentleman whoe had expressed an
opinion relative to the gammoning nature of the introdactory
speech, again made a.monosyllabic demonstration, by growling
out *“ Resign ;> which grow! being taken up by his fellows, swell-
ed into a very earnest and general remonstance. ‘

“ I am requested, Slr to express a hope,”’ said Mr. Pugstyles,:‘ "
iith a distant bow, ‘ that on recelvmu a requisition to that eﬂ'ect
from 2 great ma_]orzt)‘ ofyour constltuents, you will, not object at’
once Lo resign. your séat in favour of some cnndxdate whom they- ‘
think’ they can better trust,”” ‘

To-which Mr. Greasbury read the following reply, whlch anu-
cipating the request, he had composed in the form of a letter,
whereol” copies had been mude to send round to the newspapers.

¢ My pear PuGsTvLEs,

“Next to the welfare of our beloved island—this great and free
and happy country, whose powers and resources are, I sincerely
believe, illimitable—I value that nobie independence which is an
Englishman’s proudest boast, and which I fondly hope to be-
queath to my children untarnished and unsullied.  Actuated by
no personal motives, but moved only by high and constitutional
considerations which I will not attempt to explain, for they are
really beneath the comprehension of those who have not made
themselves masters, as I have, of the intricate and ardnous study
of politics, I would rather keep my seut, and intend doing so.

*« Will. you do mg the favour to present my compliments to the
constituent body, and acquaint them with this cifenmstaoce ?

* With great esteem,
** My dear Pugstyles,
"¢ ete, ete.” ,
¢ Then you will not resign, under any circumstances ?** asked
the spokesman.

Mr. Gregsbury smiled, and shock his head.

¢t Then good morning, Sir,’” said Puagstyles, angrily.

¢« God bless you,” said Mr. Gregsbury. ‘And the deputation,
with many growls and scowls, filed off as quickly as the narrow-
ness of b staircase wonld allow of their getting down.

Concluded next week.

INVENTIONS OF THE ARABIANS.

A GREAT number of the inventions which, at the present day,
add to the comforts of life, and without which literature could
never have flourished, are due tothe Arabians, Thus paper,
now so necessary to the progress of the intellect, the want
of which plunged Europe, from the seventh to the tenih cen-
tury, intc such a state of ignorance and barbarism, is an Ara-
bic invention. In China, indeed, from all antiquity, it had been
manufactured from silk ; but about the year 30 of the Hegira,
A.D. 649, this invention was introduced at Samarcand; and when
that flourishing city was conquered by the Arabians, in the year
35 of the Hegira, an Arabian, ufthe the name of Joseph Amtou,
carried the process by which paper was made to Mecca, his na-
tive city: He employed cotton in the manufacture ; and the first

and made them shrink in their shoes, or not 2

paper, nearly resembling that which we now use, was fmade in




