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the laity have a representaiion in ihé council or
convention, a voice in the munagement of the
diocesan aftairs, und theirvote should be refused
only on doctiinal definitions; hut is theirs of
pight in all questions of local disciplne and
polity. They usually confirm the nomination
of a Bishop made by the vote of the clergy. The
reverse should be the ease, and was svin the
carlier clections, The laity uwominated, the
clerry aceepted and presented to the Metropo-
litan, though there were frequent exceptions to
thi< rule,

The Lty having the purse have this duty
and sacrifice as part of their priesthood: “To
do evod and to distribute forget not: for with
siteh saerifices God s well pleased.” [Heb. xiii.
15]. But as the covenant is between God and
them by s Embassador, and He hus ordered
1is embassadors to live of the Gospel, it is a
wet of the layman’s bounden duty to coutribute
liberally 1o the livelihood of the ministry. ** Let
him that is taught in the worl communicite
unto him that teacheth in all good things, Benot
deeeived ; God is not mocked © for whatsoever
a man soweily, that shall he also reap. .. ..

For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the
flesh reap eorruption; but he that soweth to
the spirit shall of the spirit reap life everlast-
ing. . .. As we have, therefore, opportunity,
fer us do goed unto all men, especinlly unto them
who wre of the household of Faith.”  [Gal, vi.
6,8, 10.] And this support mast not be lim-
itel to the parish dues, but to the larger needs
of the diveese also.  The true principle is in the
ol e of o common diocesun fund, out of which
the needs of Bishop, clergy, sl poor were sup-
plicl 5 the present parochial system is Iater by
a thowsand years and more.  The layman, ws a
member of the congregation and i communi-
cant, has i zht, under the canon of each dio-
cese. Lo @ voiee and a voie st all congregational
meetings in the cleetions of vestey and wardens,
whu ave hix ehosen representatives for all legal
ceclestustival purposes; und in some dioceses
votes for the lay delegates to the couneil or
eanvention of the diocese, e hix also asharing
in the priesthond belonging (o the whole
Chureh, ceviain oftices to which he may be eli-
wible.  His inherent priesthood isdischarged by
his presence at all serviees, and by his sharving
in all acts of worship,  But as Lay-reader, and,
therefore, as representative Yor the congrega-
tion in afl prayer and supplication, he exercises
this; so alsous chorister in the worship of song,
e showld share in the general work of the
panisly =uch as aiding or visiting the sick, in
distributing, under the direction of the rector,
proper tracts, doing his share of the work in
the Sunday-school, helping to form guilds or
brothierhouds, ard zealously aiding in sustaining
them wid in giving them eflicieney,

These are duties and privileges which belong
to hiz order in tUse Churel, Funetions not - Jess
important, not inferior in their place to the
funetions of the Ministry appointed to serve him
in all the gifts, vaces, and blessings which the
Tord has Jeft in His Chareh for His people.
Bevond these limits the layman trenches on the
sin of Korah: below these limits he fuils of his
duty to God aml his Saviour, and to the Church
he should so dearly love for the sake of his
Lo,

Whenever the lavman takes an activeinterest
in the parish work the parish will grow, and as
hi= Jile is moudded by bis active Church work,
= will his own influence extend, and ~o will the
Chureh’s influence be deepened and bioadened.
[t neats but linde consideration (o perceive
clearly that there is really less, proportionately
1o their position, in the cloquence and popular-
ity of the Reetor than there i=in the trug, earn-
est zeul, and i the devent moral courage of the
favman, that develops the healthy growth and
itluenceof the parisb, Too frequently a parish
Latettishes hecause of the seltish carclessness of
the congreention, who think that they have
done all when they bave only attended the or-

dinary services with convenient vogulirity, The
devout layman owes it 10 his own spivitual wel-
fare and to his loving Lord, and 1o The Church
to spend a part at least of that energy which he
gives to his daily toil in her serviee; for he
thereby exercises his ministry also.—Charch
(yelopedia, )

PRAYER

By the Right Rev. W, Pakesuay Wansu, DD,
Lord Bishap of Ussory,

The difliculty which some have telt about re-
conciling the etieney of praver with the pre-
stience anl prearrangements of Gad s one
which, in our present state, dws not admit of
full elucidation,
aspeets in which the subject may he viewed, so
ws 1o moderate the ditlicalty, it not 1w solve it

And fist—nature presents us witd i case
where the metaphysical ditiendty is simidar, bue
where no practical difliculty avises in conse

But, I think, there are two

quenee,

It is wosettled tuing in the purposes of the
Omni-cient, whether we shall have an abundant
harvest or pot, and the event cannnt possibly be
vilierwize than as God has torcknown it but
who deelines 1o sow, or weel or il on the
ground that there will be w harvest i tiod has
has orduined it; and that our Liboar iz wseless
i He huve not 7 Objection to the use of menns,
grounded on the abstract truth of Clod's fore-
knowledge, would only argue the objector to he
a fuol.

The analogy, holds good s toprayer. A muan
who objects to pray, on the ground, that matters
are already sertled in God's purpose, acts as fool-
ishly as the husbandman who takes absract
trath, instead of plain duty, to be his guide,
We are told to Inbour, and we are told 1o pray.
The duty in each case nrises from the comnund ;
but the difference is that we see, or fhink we see
[for, after ull, this latteris nearer to the trath],
the Jinlke between the labour and the harvest,
whereas we do not see the link between prayer
aml the result,

Now, without dwelling upon the faet that
the true ok, in either cuse, 1s the will of God
[tor neither answer nor harvest would tolliny,
except he granted it], it may be observed in the
seeond place, that our secing or nol seeing the
link of connection, is not the important thing;
the fact upon which we are to rest is, that there
is a link suncehere, whether we sec it or not,

God is pleased to tell ws that there is a link
hetween lubour and harvest 5 He is adso pleased
to tell us that there ix a link between prayer and
blessing.  The fact that he has =aid it is our
seeurity; and our sceing or not seeing the Jink
cannot affect that securiry.

To tuke an illustration which, T think has
been used by Chalmers :— herween Gol, as the
Great Ordainer, and any blessing which He is
pleased to bestow, there is a chain ol sccondary
cuuses some of which we see, and others which
we cannot see—i chain of links) let us suppose,
of which some are above the clonds, and rome
beneath them; every one of these is neeldful in
its place ; and the omission of any one, or the
introduction of any other,may change the whole
result.  Let this chuin, for example, begin with
merey in heaven, and end with aharvest npon
curth.  Let love, aned law) and prayer, be Imks
beyond our sight; let vain and sunshine, and
labonr, be links within our view. It is plain
that if any of the lutter are taken out of the
chain, there will be no harvest; and, o ike
manner, it any of the former are tdken oul of
the chain, ihe result may he wilected in the
same way,  Hor the omis-ion may alter it
or why, God does nottell us; but He saysit
dors slter, and our ignorance is not knowing the
why or the fer, s a poor urguinent against our

use of any link preseribad by him who knows
all causos, and can command them,

T word, prayer is as mueh commanded as
a necessary ling to blessing as lalour i as a
necessary link to fruitfulness. Our nol being
able tosee hew it isa Iinle o clther of the cases
may prove our iguoranee, bt cannot disprove
God's plain declrition, 1o aay prevent us
from ~eveing what we would wish 1o know, it
cannot release us from performing what we
ought t do,

We labourgid we see that the havvest follows ;
but o hidden Hok may be put in—uon inseer, or
an overcharge of cleciric oel-—and dhore is o
rrvest inconsequence ot that new jink, Ta like
munner we pray s and that pats ina hiskdew link
where we eanuot see it and we get g blessinge
which, bat for that link, wouldl o1 have ecome
10 1S,

I think these analogies are sullicient o salisly
any veasonable mind as 1o the ditieulty of recon.
ciling prayver and prescivoee; bat for the rall
solution of the question, we must wait Gl the
time COTNEeS, of which the Lomd Jesus SV R-—
“What I do, thou knowest not now, hul thou
shall know Jereatter.”

A CAPADBLE MINISTRY,

Acorrespondent off the New Zealawd Cluereh

s propotids aquestion o general inferest,
viz,—" How may the Diovese host brodueo o
Ty of elergy capabile of fuliilling the demands
which are, qronght 1o be, mesde wpon thene
ad answers it thuas -

Nippopsise-=1. By selection atenndidates it tor
the ministry (@) phy=ically, (0 werally) (o)
sovially, () intelleernully, {ef =pivitnally

L. By proper training of sueh cundidates
prepurdalory o ordination,

FEL By continuation ot such training affer
ordinatiog,
11y
minisiry,
inevitahly rise the status of the clerey,

are somie of these reguireiments 7

() enudidare shoald be physically strong,
without defeets wrtive, wml cuergetie,

(h) His moval charaeter must be wnimpeweh
able,

() Towillgeive lin weizhtwith all elasses it
s be o gentfenan in the truest wense of 1he
term,

() He mmst possess intellectnal - powers ap
to the staneeard required for the BoA Dlegreee,

() He must have i personal Tove for tiod,
and for the =enls of men.

selection of canmdidates (6 for the

A high stdavd of reguirements will

What

LDy proper teaining of saeh condidates
prepatrdory o ordination,

[rll He o pritss l!ll'lnlf_gh the lhq'nlngi«-;([
course prescribed by the Bowed ot Theological
Studies,

{#] Hemust tudee the B. A desree,

o] T s wdvisahle that ) hefore ordination, he
sliould Jive nome expericnee inoparish work
ander the guldanee of o clergyman,

] < mind must De bronght into conlaet
with the questions ot the day, and he must b
well versed in the literature of the past. fin
st be a student of e as well ws of buoks,

[¢] He must be aman of habitual prayerand
nteditation,—* studions in reading aud Jewening
the Seriptures,” and the Book ol Common
Prayer; well instracted g and loyal o the
principles, doctrines aod practices of the Chureh
of lingland,

1L—By continuation of surch training affer
ordination, '

The deneon mst serve hi= first two or thyee
yeur= under the eye Aireetion of aelergy-
man who bimeelt e the above quaditmtions
[i,, g boeg ey N albor, doe] s who Dimself
L= been properly  rained; and whe o has the
gitt of training deacons in their work, and of pre.
paring them for the priesthiool.



