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'rmaly cultivate their own , mental and
‘-'moral fasulties, will be as highly es-
" teeied by all who lnow them. ~For
self-cultuve is like a piecious stone,which
“each one may polish less or more as he.
will. " Self-culture is self-education; and,
. with few exceptions, the great men of
- ‘America, if not of the world, have been
selfmade men. And moréover if we do
not edocate -ourselves avight, other per-
sons, and other mﬁuences, will hardly
fiiil to educate us wrong. For whether
. we attend to it or not the eduncating
process must go on. Let us all then,
of all sexes and ages, retain in our own
_hands the high prerogative of self-cul-
ture, and makc the highest possiole im-
provement of the privilege—since it is a
“talent by which we niay continually
raise ourselves in the the scales of being,
and for.which we are vesponsible, wheth-
“er'we use or neglect it.  To the young,
this subject has especial interest. For
. they have, in a more peculiar manner,
their destmy in their hands. Let ther
‘see to-it, that the time never comes, in
which they shall be made to feel that
they had given to them the power and
the privilege of self-culture, of elevating
and ennobling lhemselves, and othels,
but that, by neglecting to employ it,
they had eriminally derrraded both oth
-ers and themselves.
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STRUGGLES OF GENIUS.
HE célebrated Bernard Palissey, to
% whom France was indebted, in the
. sixteenth century for the introduc-
tion of the manufacture of enamelled
pottery, had his attention once attract-
ed to the art, his improvements in which,
forin to thxs time the glory of his name
among his countrymen, by having one
. day seen by chance a beautiful enamel-
led cup, which had been brought fromn
_Italy. He was then str uoglma to sup-
port his’ farpily by his altempt in the
_art ofpamtmg, in which he was self-
taught; and it immediately occurred to
him, that if be could discover the secret
of makmg thase cups, his toils and

difficulties wou]d be at-an end From
that moment his whole thoughts were
directed to that object; and in" one of
his works he has himself given us such
an account of the unconquerable zesl
with which he ‘prosecuted “his expeti-
ments, as it is inpossible to read with-
out the deepest interest. "Eor Some time
he had little or nothing to expend upon
the pursuit which he’ “had so much” at
heart, but at last he happened to recelve
a considerable sum of money for a worlk
which he had finished, and this énabled
him to commence his researches. ~He
spent the whole of his money, however,
without reeeting with any success, and
ke was now’ poorer than ever. Yet‘it

|was in vain that his wife and'his friends

besought him 10 relinguish what they
called his chimerical and ruinous’pro-
ject. He borrowed 1more money, with
which he repeated his experiments, and
when he had no more fuel he cut down
his chairs and tables for that purpose,

Still his success was inconsiderable.
Iie was now actually obliged to give a
person who had assisted hin, part of
his clothes by way of remuneration,
having nothing else left, and with his
wife and children slarvmtr before hig
eyes, and by their appearance silently
reproaching him as the cause of their
sufferings, he was at heart miserable
enough. But he neither despaired, nor
suffzred his triends to know what he felt;:
preserving, in the nidst of all his ml;q-
ry, a gay demeanour, and losing no op-
portunity of renewing his pursuit of the
object which he all the while felt confi-
dent he should one day. accomplish.—
And at last, after sixteen years of per-
severing e‘(emon his efforts were crown-
ed with complete suceess, and his for- -
tune was inade. Palissey was in all
respects, one of the most extraordinary
men of his time; in his moral character
displaying a hwh mindedness and cor-
manding enetgy altogether in harmony-
with the reach and onrrmahty of con-
ception, by which his undustandmg
was distinguished, At the time of the '
troubles in France he cscaped the gen-



