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Luecrne.-From Austulia we hear that althouîgh the crop stands well through a
single season of drought, after two or three such sasons even the subsoil tails to supply
suflicient ioisture. But, in spiteaf this, investigations made this year have shown that
owners of lucerne pastures.in that country bave been able to keep thousands of live stock
that must have perished had grass been their sole dependence. A simgle hich of rainfall
start a lucerne plant growving. Hara iii Canada, our heavy snowfall ensures us aainst a

desiccated subeoil.

Agricultural Inport.-During the three montlîs ended March 31st, the importe
of living animals ror food anounted in value to £2,634,215, as compared with £2,319,300 in
the corresponding period of 1897. The nuim ber of oxen iimported ias 139,526, against
122,249. D Of these 110,789 against. 100,958 last year, came fron the United States ; 23,358,
against 16,756. from the Argentine Republic ; 288, against 369, froi Canada ; and 5,091,
against4,16( froi other countries. There were 182,069 sheep imported, against 137,826, of
which 59,901, against 53,051, came froi the United States ; 111;,338 against 82,89 froi the
ArgentineRepublic ; 3,511, agaiist 2,586, froin Canada ; and 2,319 froin otlier counîtries.
The nunier of pige imported during the quarter was 188, none having arrived hast year.
The value of corn imported was £15,431,568 against £14,136,373 last year. Dead ment wias
imported of the value of £6,918,445, againet £6,056,046 last year. The quantity or fresh
beef imported was;673,323 ewt., against 639,342 ewt. last year, and of fresh mutton, 721,424.
ewt., against 696,142 cwt. last year. The valne of butter imported was £4,328,542, against
£4,367,018 ; margarine, £616,324, against £668,316 ; chease, £830,887, against £923,946 g
egg, £887,503, against £943,273. The quantity of potatoes imported was 1.908,670 cwt.,
againstIl09,458 cwt. last year. Of condensed milk the value was £376,785, against £345,874.

IMangels.-As a rule. the few farmners that grow mangels in this province consume
the croptoo early in the feeding season. Mangels have properties that which give them a
monay value beyond that of ordinary roots. Their keeping propertias render thea highly
suitable to late spring and early suimmer feedbig. Our dear oki farmîî-ttor, the late
William Rigdenthe Sussex ramn-breeder, ised to give alinost any price for nangels in July,
for lis exhibition sheep. Wrightson, of Downton Agricultural Collage, Eng., says

It is during May, Tune, and July that a stock of mangel becomes m>ost valnable ipon
a farin, andduring suuier it is ahnost as good as cake or corn fur.stuck-feeding. If a
fair crop of 30-to 40 tons per a'.re of mangel can be grown aftrer ruots fel, it is not unrea-
sonable to assess its feeding or consining value nt 7s. 6d. to 10s. per ton. This, if a fair
estimate, places it in a much ligher position than even a good crop of wlieat. The matter
is well worth considering. I have in vieu the case of a good pice of kale not being reil off
by sheep receiving cake and corn, and in a few weeks the Faine land will be carrying a pro-
mising crop:of mîangel. r, The value of this crop wvill, it is hoped, amount to a sui» arrived
at by mîîultiplyingthe weight per acre in tons by a certain number representing the supposq4
feeding value of a ton of iangel in May or June. It is unnecessary- to naie aither figure, for
they lie in the"din future, controlled both by the weiiglt of the crop and the then abundance
or scarcity of keep."

Why should not we here somnetimnes falloiw a> potato crop wiithl miangels. It vould take
less labour to work than after a grain-crop, and althouîgh the rotation would be broken, the
extra dressing the land would receive for the.mangels would vell inake up for the sliglt
damage, and tiro grain-crops miglht bc taken to .square inatters. A couple of hindred
pounds of nitrate of soala, or its equivalent in sulphate of anmonia, ray 140 lbs. an acre,
should always be used for mîangels, as it is clear, froi huidreds or practical experiments,
ihat nangels are, as the Scotch say, " avid " of nitrogen.

Beet-mgar ID England.-A good deal of excitement in England. about,
beet-sugar. Tae total failure of the grcat sugai--beet farii of Caupbell of Busdat;,-oi which
1,700 acres of beets were grown in one y'ear (1865 ?) will] prol-ably deter fle prudent nien of
Eng'and from enîtering into the specilation, particularly since'wleat is likely to ba high in


