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EDITORIA L.

TUE NEW YEAR
Again in the ut od providence of G d we are

pormnitted to wsl the readers of Tiut CnareTcIA
A Merry Christmas and A [Happy Nuw Year.

This eeason is well fitted to awaken omotions of
gratitude aud purest joy. We can again unite with
a great multitudo of the heaveuly host in praising
God and saying, ' Glory ta God in the highest,
and on earth peace and gond will towards mon.'
Year by year, as Anno Domini recedes into the
distant past, it is gathering rather than leaing its
sont iuspiring interest. Tho name of our Lord is
su wonderful that ail the business of enlightened
nations is dono in it. Both friend and fou acknow-
ledge that the entire literature of civilization is so
pervaded with the name of our Lord that noither
letter, note, paper, nor book is worth anything
without Anno Domini. And that after the most
determined labora of itlidelity to abolish A. D. ail
mo by word and st testify that our Lord was
born 1892 yeara ago. Who is so blind as not to sec
in this a prelude to that day decreed by God when
every knee shall bow to Him and every tongue
shall confoss that Jeans Christ is Lord to the glory
of God the Fatheri Let men be glad to remember
that He whom God bath made both Lord sud
Christ is our brother and Saviour.

The past year bas been laden with mmny bless-
ings. It bas been a year of pence and temporal
prosperity. The earth bas brought forth plenti.
fully, rewarding the farner's labor and supplying
the wants of man and beast, and the trade of the
conntry has been fair.

The religiobis outlook is encouraging. There
seems to be a growing anxiety for the union of ail
who love the Lord, and the public advocates of
sectarian divisions are becoming beautifully less.
Every year it seems to bo regarded as less sacri-
ligious ta try hitman creeds by the word of God, and
men are encouraged much more than in the past
to " prove ail things and hold fast that which is
good." For these hopeful signs of the times we
thank God and take courage. Whatever instru-
mentality we mcy have, had, or are 'aving in these
things is a Bnait matter compared with Hie work-
ing who does ail things after the counsel of His
own will. We should, however, earnestly pray
and strive ta be on the aide of Christ and not
against Him, and at the same time rejoice in the
proaperity of His cause by whomsoever He carries
on His work.

The labors of our brethren during the past year,
we are happy to say, have not been in vain in the
Lord. Quite a numbor in the different provinces
have been added to the Lord. The brethren see
and feel the need of morg efficient and earneat
iabor. They are continually enquiriug for more
preachors to sound out the word of lifo, and aie
anxious ta engage the members, especially the
young, in active service for the Lord. There is a
manifest zeal in building neeting.houses, repairing
others and lifting the dobts from those which have
been built by weak churches.

Pions young men, of talent and promise, are
coming into the field, and others are striviig for
such education as ahail aid them ta be efficient
preachers of the G:spel. These are some of the
favorable signs of the times and manyothers might
bc menitioned, among then the great success of our
preachers in the Umited States.

Our disappointments, although nuithoy few nor
far botween. are not intended by the Master te
crush or overcomo us, but rather to increase our
confidence in Hin and ta strengthen- and fit tr fot

mo"ro effective work. Paui glorie 1 in tribulation,
ais, becfase of its golde fruits. Front it sprang
poiience, experience, hope, a hope th.t maketh not
ashsmed, because the love of God is shed abroad
n the heart by the Holy Spirit. Theso blesaed

fruits are not realized with. ut tribulation and dis-
oppointnient. If dissatisfied with our very imper-
fect labors for the Master in past ycars, let us
ruemomber the feelings of our great highi Priest and
cote boldly to a thro.ne of graco that wo may obtain
mercy (for the past) and find grace to help in tinte
of nted. (Heb. iv. 16).

Brothren, shall wo consider the past and earnestly
seok fav r for the future? Nothing sems plainer
that the willingness of God "l to give gracu and
glory and to withhold no good thing front those
who walk uprightly." This may be our last year
for labor, anqd whun wo cousider how much and
hsow important that work is, which, by the grace of
God, we can accomplish for the salvation of uur
race, will wo not be more earnest than we have
ever been? The time of the end is drawing near
when " they that bu wiso shall ahino as the bright.
neas of tho firmamenrt, ad they that tuirn many
to righteousness as the stars forever and over.
(Dan. v. 12).

SEVENTII DAY AD VENT CA TECH ISM.

" The above would correctly designate a book
called ' Bible Readis4s for the Home Circle,'
published at Battle Creek, Michigan. Do you
want it ? If not keep your wits about you whun
the agent catls to get your order for Bible Read-
inge. Scores are captivated who never suspect its
real contents.

" Adventism is being sown broadeat under the
cloak of Bible Readings for the Home Circle. Do
not expect the agent tosay a word about Adventisn.
He will not do it. Be wold not oeil one copy
where he now sella twenty.five if he wure to give a
true statement as ta its contents and aime."

The above is from The Christian Standard of
Cincinnati. Agents are selling it on Prince Edward
Island and it may be in New Bruaswick and Nova
Scotia. Hundreds have beau deceived in buying
a book which iS auti.Christian in its teudency.
Besides advocating soul.seepmng and the annihila.
tion of the wicked, it teaches that Christ bas no
kingdom on earth and that the observance of the
first day of the week is rebellion against God. We
know of nothing more opposed ta Christ than the
attempt ta deny His reign and ta aboliah the
observance of His rising day.

God, who at sundry times and in divers mai-
ners, spake in times paat ta the fathers hy the
prophets bath in these last days spoken tinto is by
His Son, etc., etc. (Beb. i. 1-5). We know that
God spoke to the Jewish fathers by Moses an.]
commanded them ta keep the teventh day holy,
but wu know of no command of God to the Gentiles
by Moses or any one else te keep the seventh day.

Alter that Jesus had nailed tho Jewish ceremonies
ta Bis cross, He neither in person nor by Bis
apostles in command or example taught the
observance of the seventh day. But both Jeans
and fis apostles have, by clear exampple, taught
the observance of the firat day of the week, and it
has ever since been the commemorative day of
Christianity. D. C.
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O B EDI NC E.

We find in the life f Christ perfect obedit uce to
His Faàther's wili both in what Ho did and sultered.
Our obedience is in conforming our hearts and
actions to the will of God. It is througlh obedienco
to His will we receiVe life and salvation. We
noce to distinguish betVeet thle atithor or agdnt
and medium of life. While it is true that God ia

the giver of life, it ia just as true that thraugh our
obedience to Hia is huow He gives it. It may be
askd why God demanda any action on :nan's part
ii order to salvation. This may be answerod by
asking the question, how God could say " well
done" ta him waio had done nothing. Ta make
man happy ho must be conscious of doing good.
If Uod alone dois aIl the work then Ho atone
ahould riserve all the reward, as ail are rewarded
"according to their works." We Iearn, however,
that "we are workers together with God.'' To work
with God is to obey Him, ta do as He directs us or
commands us.

This lesson of receiving lifo in obedience to God's
laws is taught us in nature's laws. The fruit of aIl
vegetable life is seen only i obedience to His laws.
The gond seed must be clown in good soil ta
produce good fruit.

We are taught that the seed la the truth or the
Word of God. The soil is the heart and the fruit
is the life or character. To obey God ils to receive
His word into good hearts and to bring forth fruit
or a hife that will correspond with the seed sown.
Right here we find the true design of obedience ta
the Word of God, not simply to give us a right to
Heaven but the nature of Heaven. A mistake
here il fatal. We may receive or obey the Word
and not receive salvation, sa we may .receive
nedicine and not secure health. The truth, like
the lighted match is no good to us unless it will
light our own lamp. Our obedience to the law of
God is of no avail uniess it produces the life and
nature of Him who i " the way, the truth and the
life."

The benefit received from the reception of food
and the obedience ta the ltaws of nature is net
simply in some special reward we are ta receive
because of a good physical constitution, but in the
constitution itself. Tho true function of God's
Word, which is the bread of life, is seen in this
very ides of giving good beaith to the soul, the
reconstruction and development of true manhoud.
To obey God or the laws of God is ta so receive
the truth that it will transform ns and give us a
high and noble standard of manthood. .n receiving
foi d man needs a good satonach. We fl.d it often
the case that it is much more difficult ta get the
atomach than ta get the food. There are many in
life whom we call rich, who have plenty of every-
thing that is good for the stomach, but have a very
poor stomach and are therefore nothing but walking
skeletons. How true thisi is ln relation ta thesoul,
to those who have much of God's ispiritual food but
whose spiritual atomacha are in such a condition
that they are mere religiouis akeletons. Hure is
the idea and design of salvation ta man, - a good
healthy rounded manhood. Bere is the power
that is ta move the world, - the tranformation of
cîaracter. " Be not comformed ta this world, but
he ye tranisformed by the renewing of your minc
that you nmayprore what is that good and acceptable
perfect will of God." Whatever power thé truth of
God is to have in the reformation of the world must
ho through the life and characier of the church; orChriatian lie. "The spirit of ima is thecindie of the
L.rd." Goid's manifold wisdom is- now made
known through the church. With this view of the
trith we cau set the foirce of Paul's conmendation
ta bis Ephesan brethen, " 1 commit you to God
and the Word of Bis grace which is able to betil4
yout 4P and giwe you1 an inheritance auiong the.
aanctified. H. M.


