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EDITORIAL.

* THE NEW YEAR

Again in tho wiod providence of G d we are
porwitted to wish tho readers of Tre CRRISTIAN
A Merry Christmas and A Happy New Yeat.

This eeason is well fitted to awaken emotions of
gratitude and purest joy. Wo can spain uunite with
a great raultitude of the heavenly host in praising
God and saying, ** Glory to God in tho highest,
and on earth poace and good will towards men.
Yoar by year, as Anno Dumini recedes into the
distant past, it ias gathering rather than lesing its
soul iuspiring intorest. The name of our Lord is
so wonderful that all the business of enlightoned
nations is dote in it. Both friend and foeacknow-
ledge that tho entire literature of civilization is so
pervaded with the name of our Lord that noither
letter, noto, paper, nor book is worth anything
without Anno Domini, And that after the most
dotermined labors of infidelity to abelish A, D. all
men by word and act testify that our Lord was
born 1892 yearaago. Who is 8o blind as not to see
in this a prelude to that day decreed by God when
overy knee shall bow to Him aud every tongue
shall confoss that Jesns Christ is Lord to the glory
of God the Father? Let men be glad to remember
that He whom God hath made both Lord aund
Christ is our brother and Saviour.

The past year has been laden with many bless-
ings. It has been a year of puace and temporal
prosperity. The earth has brought forth plenti.
fully, rowarding the farmer's labor and supplying
the wants of man and beast, and the trade of the
country has been fair,

The religzious outlook is encouraging. There
seoms to he a growing anxiety for the union of all
who love the Lord, and the public advocates of
sectarian divisions are hecoming beautifully less.
Every year it scems to bo regarded as less sacri-
ligious to try human creeds by tho word of God, and
men arve encouraged much more than in the past
to “ prove all things and hold fast that which is
good.” For these hapeful signs of the times we
thank God and take courage. Whatever instru-
wentality we muy have, had, or are “aving in these
things is a small matter compared with Hias work-
ing who does all things after the counsel of His
own will. Wo should, however, earuestly pray
and strive to be on the side of Christ and not
against Him, and at the same time rejoive in the
prosperity of Ris causo by whomsoever He carrios
on His work.

"The Jabors of our brethren during the past year,
" wo are happy to say, have not been in vain in the
Lord., Quite a number in the different provinces
have been added to the Lord. The brethren sece
and feel the need of mpre efficient and earnest
labor. They are continually enquiring for mote
preachors to sound out the word of lifo, and ate
anxious to engago the members, especially tho
young, in active service for the Lord. Thers is a
manifost zeal in building meoting-houses, repairing
others and lifting the debts from those which have
been built by weak churches.

Pious young men, of talent and promise, ave
coming into the fieid, and others are striving for
such education as shall aid them to ba efficient
preachers of the Guspel. Theeo are snme of the
favorable sigus of the times and many others might
bo mentioned, among them the great success of our
preachers in the United States.

Our disrppointments, although neither few nor
far botween. are not intended by the Master to
crush «or overcome us, but rather to-increase our
coniidence in Him and to strengthen- and: fit ur for

mere effective work, Paul gloriel in tribnlation,
alsu, becauso of its goldeu fruits. From it aprang
patience, cxperience, hope, o hope that maketh not
ashamed, because the love of Gud is shed abroad
n the heart by tho Holy Spirit. These blessed
fruits are vot realized with. ut tribulation and dis-
sppointment. If dissatisfied with our very impor-
fect labors for tho Master in past years, lot us
remomber the feolings of our great high Priest and
come boldly toa thrune of grace that wo may obtain
morey (for the past) and find grace to help in time
of need.  (Heb. iv. 16).

Brothren, shall wo consider tho past and carnestly
seok favor fur the futurel  Nothing seems plaiver
that the willingness of God “‘to give grace aud
glory and to withhold no good thing from thoso
who walk uprightly.” This may bo our last year
for labor, and whou wo cousider huw much and
how important that work is, which, by the grace of
God, we can accomplish fur tho salvation of wur
race, will wo not be more earnest than we bave
ever been! The time of the end is drawing noar
when ** they that bo wise shall shino as the bright-
ness of tho firmamert, ard they that turn many
to righteousness as tho stars forever and over,
(Dan, v. 12).

SEVENTH DAY ADVENT CATECHISH

‘¢ The above would correctly designate a book
called ¢ Bible Readings for the Home Circle,’
published at Battle Creek, Michigan., Do you
want it} If not keep your wits about you when
the agent calls to get your order for Bible Read-
inga, Scores are captivated who never suspect its
real contents,

¢ Adventism ig being sown broadcast under the
cloak of Bible Readings for the Home Circle. Do
not expect the agent to say a word about Adventism,
Ho will not do it. Be would not sell ono copy
where ke now sells twenty-five if he wure to give a
true statement as to its contents and aims.”

The above is from The Christian Standard of
Cincinnati. Agents are selling it on Prince Edward
Island and it may be in New Bru.swick and Nova
Scotia, Hundreds have been deceived in buying
8 book which is anti-Christian in its toudency.
Besides advocating soul-sleeping and the annihila-
tion of the wicked, it teaches that Christ has no
kingdom on earth and that the observance of the
first day of the week is rebellion against God. We
know of nothing more opposed to Christ than the
attempt to deny His reign and to abolish the
observance of His rising day.

God, who at sundry times and in divers man-
ners, spake in times past to the fathers hy the
prophels hath in these last days spoken unto us by
His Son, etc., ete. (Heb. i. 1-5). Wo know that
God spoke to the Jewish fathers by Moses ani
commanded them to keep the reventh day holy,
but we know of no command of God to the Gentiles
by Moses or any ono elsa to keep the seventh day.

After that Jesus had nailed tho Jewish coremonies
to His cross, He neither in person nor by His
apostles in command or oxample taught the
observance of the seventh day. But both Jesus
and His apostles have, by clear examnple, tanght
the observance of tho firat day of the week, and it
has ever siuce been the commemorative day of
Christianity. D. C.

—

THE EDUCATIONAL FUND.

RECEIPTS.

Concert at Weatport, .. . cees .. 92 85
Mrs, Alox. Hamiiton, New Purth, P.E.7. ] 00
Mis M Freamnan, Milton, N. . . 100
Mrs. F. Bluckadar, St. John, N. B, 2 00
H, W. Stewart, St. Jobn, N. B.. 2 00

Total ... oo e e 8885
H. W, Stewanr, Treasurer.

R~= 293, 8t. Jonn, N, B,

Original Gontributions,

OBEDIENCE,

Woe find in the lifo f Christ porfect obedience to
His Father’s will both in what Ho did and suffered.

Our obedicnco is in conforming our hearts and -

actions to the will of God, Tt is through obedience
to His will we receive lifs and salvation. We
need to distinguish betweeh the alithor or agtnt
and medium of life. While it is true that God is
the giver of life, it is just as true that throngh our
obedience to Him is how Hoe gives it. It may be
asked why Gud demauds any action on man’s part
in order to salvatiun. This may be aunswerod by
asking tho quostion, how God could say ** well
doue” to him wio had done nothing. To make
man happy he must be conscinus of dning good.
If God alone dots all the work then He alone
should reserve all tho reward, as all are rewarded
“ according to their works.” We leatn, howerver,
that **wo aro workers together with God.” To work
with God is to obey Him, to do as o directs us or
commands us.

This lesson of receiving lifo in obedience to Gud's
laws i8 taught us in nature’s laws. Tho fruit of all
vegotable Jife is seen only in obedience to His laws,
The good seed must be sown in good soil to
produce good fruit.

We are taught that the sced is the trath or the
Word of God, 7The soil is the heart and the fruit
is the life or character. 'To obey (30d is to receive
His word into good hearts and to bring forth fruit
or a life that will correspond with the seed sown,
Rigbt here we fiod the true design of obedience to
the Word of God, not simply to give usa right to
Heaven but the nature of Heaven. A mistake
here is fatal. Wo may receive or obey the Word
and not receive salvation, sa we may .receive
medicino and not secure health. Tho truth, like
the Jighted match is no good to us unless it will
light our own Jamp. Our obedience to the law of
Gud is of no avail uniess it produces the life and
nature of Him who is ‘‘ the way, the truth and the
life.”

The benefit received from the reception of food
and the obedience to the laws of nature is not
simply in some special reward we are to receive
because of a good physical constitution, but in the
constitution iteelf. Tho true function of God’'s

Word, which is the bread of life, is seen in this.

very idea of giving good health to the soul, the
reconstruction and development of true manhood.
To obey God or the laws of God is to so receive
the truth that it will transform us and give us a
high and noble standard of mavhood, fn receiving
focd man needs a goud stomach, We find it often
the caso that it is much more difficult to get the
stomach than to get the food. There are many in
life whom we call rich, who have plenty of every-
thiug that is good for the stomach, but have a vory
poor stomach and are therefore nothing but walking
skeletons. How true this is in relation to the soul,
to those who have much of God’s spiritual food but
whose apiritual stomachs are in such a condition
that they are mere religious skelotons. Here is
the idea and design of salvation to man, — a good
healthy rounded manhood. Here is the power
that is to move the world, — the tranformation of
coaracter.  ‘‘ Be not comformed to this world, but
be yo transformed by the rerewing of your mind

that you may prove what is that good and acceptable
perfect will of God.” Whatever power thé truth of
Guod is to have in the refurmation of the world must
be through the life and churacter of the church; or
Chnistian life, “*Thespiritof man is the candle of the:
Lurd”  Gods masifold wisdom is now made
kuown through the church. With this view of the
truth we can ses the force of Paul's comnendation
to his Ephestan brethen, ** 1 commit you to God
and the Word of His grace which 13 able to build

you up and gire you an inheritance awony the.
sanctified. ’
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