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BRITISH COAL COMBINE.

A private circular and prospectus was
recently sent to the coalowners of Eng-
land and Wales, regarding the proposed
Coal Trust., It emanated from Sir George
Elliot, who asked for the opinions of the
coalowners on the subject, and announced
his intention of convening meetings in the
principal coal districts, with a view to the
~clection of representatives, who would
then meet and settle the details so that
the company can be established as soon as
po~sible. The prospectus announces that
the company has been formed for the
purpose of consolidating the various
colliery interests throughout the United
Kingdom. Then confronting the ob.
aection that monopolies of necessaries are
undisguised evils, Sir George asser's
that “the obhject is not to create a
wonopoly for the benesit of the colliery
proprictor, but to form a combination
which, it is believed, will be equally ad-
antageous to the coalowners, colliery
propivictors, workmen, the purchasers,
and consumers of all classes, and therefore
permanently beneticial to the nation at
targe.”  The fuandamental principle on
which the p >ject proceeds is thuat the
workmen take, in addition to their wages,
a share of the profits after the paymeat
of the interest on debenture stock and
v per cent, on the ordinary stock. So far
«s the consumer is conceraed, aa undue
mcrease in price is said to be “effectually
zuarded against by means of a control
to be exercised by independent eferces™
who will benominated by the Lord Chief

astice of England. Thc proposed capital
1~ £120,000,000,

EDITORIAL COMMENT.

Autnorent the Moran Brothers, of
~cattle, have removed their wrecking
mant, they say it is not their intention to
nhandon operations on the San Pedrc,
w hich, until more favorable weather comes
. will remain a spectacle to angelsand to
mien at the entrance to Victoria harbor.
they state that, s0soon as the scason be-
wnes more propitious, they will resume
work with every prospect of success.

Tk has been awarded to an Ameri-
w1 contractor, Mr. Feek, the building of
2 talway with a three-foot track which is
to encircle the island of Oahu, on which
‘ue city of Honolalu is situated. The en-
urceraad will be ninety-four miles long.
thic zoverameut subsidy is $700 per mile
-t tive years. The bridge timbersare to
of yellow fir and half the ties aod all
. linc posts are 10 be of cedar. This tim.-
* ¢z will cither have to be obiained from
¢ Puget Scund country or Dritish
»lumbia,

WiILE to a certain extent we can agree
.th the Mercantile Guardian of London
it compliments to the enterprise and
2zed determination of Mr. James Had-
-rt in ~stablishing and carryiag on the
aiadian Australian  steamship service,
« must say that in this community much
at hic has accomplished is overnhadowed

the injastice done by him to Captain
rthur, formerly of the Warrimoo, whom

B, C. CUSTOMS RETURNS.

The following is n xummary of the customs returns for the four ports of the Province of
British” Columbin for the month of November, 188

IMI'ORTS.
{ VICTORIA 'vaxcuuv’nl\\-t:sr.\t'x'u! NANAINO | TOTAL
— o ]
Duatinble Goods . 8155100 00" & 81,085 00 $ 34,433 00’ 8 12,346 W) $285.904 N0
Free Goods. - .o oo vvceeen wen o) 320567 bo) 53,864 00! 76,136 W) 300 00 162,887 00
\ -

__I(nt_ul fmports. .

$187.687 M0, $137.919°00 $110.569 00' § 12,610 00 $418.851 00

REVENUE.
Duty Collected....... .oooiiiit o, $ 57.618 16 @ 24,171 30| 8 11,336 25 & 4,187 58' $ 0.3 %
Other Bevenue. ..o.oooineeine oons 1813 73] 28 LS 205 2 T X134 5588 74
Total Collcetions .. ..o oo} 8 59,491 931 8 27,379 651 € 11,511 53; @ 4,518 W] 102,932 01

_EXPORTS.

i

The Mine.  ...... e L SS90, ..., ' & 21,794 00| $182,449 00‘ £235,092 00
The Fisheries, ... .. R 6113 00 2383200 THTIG00F... . ... .0 49201 W
The Forest S G056 0 20,053 (0 s ool ... ceev. 26,587 0
Animals and their produce .. L 21.20) (O 1.526 0, 6.680) 180 00, 29,886 U
Agricultural 1BOM 3NE . ... e b TR0 0
Manufactures. . .ol . <401 o) 3020 3,186 W £5 001 140404
Misceaneous. e i e, DD < &1 It 1 N . 1,330 W

__Total Exports

305 zald coin aml [Etilver coin,

-] 8115180 00 € 57,567 00 $111.804 (0] $IRZI74 0 § 810,534 00

he made, despite numerous iutlueatial
protests, the scapegoat for the too thinly
disguised endeavor of the C. I’ R. authorij-
ties at Vancouver to ignore the port of
Victoria.

Tue Chinese question it appears will not
down in Australia and, according to latest
files, js s4till being discusssd at public
meetings of the masses. The agitatlon, it
scems, gims at stopping the influx of all
Adiatic races, and calls on Parliament to
take action. The following is a sample
resolution, taken from the Sydney Morn-
eny Heralid : That the social and indus-
trial conscquences resulting from the in-
flux of Asiatics are becoming such a se-
rious menace to the well-being of the en-
tire commaunity, that this meeting urges
Parliament to at once provide remedial
legislation.”

W& canoot say that we think our
municipal politicians are working as en-
crgetically as they micht do in conuection
with theforthcoming elections. There may,

defendants appealed to the general term,
which affirmed the conviction, and it has
been again afirmed by the New York
Court of Appeals.

THE penple of British Columbia are—
and it may be that through them the

: people of the Dominion will be—brought

face 15 face with the problem of Aus-
tralian frozen mutton and what to da
with it. There is among British Co-
lumbia rauchers considerable objection
to sheep farming, because, as they say,
the sheep crop the grass so close that the
cattle cannot get hold of it. The mutton
which was brought out on the steamer
Arawa, has commended itself to the con- |
sumers because of its quality and as
compared with what the market has been
accustemed to receive is cheaper. No

! doubt a good deal of this mutton cau be

disposed of here, and in refrigerator cars
can be seut further East, so that it is
natural to expect that from this one.
staple the vessels can attain a consider-
able quantity of freight—sn important
cousideration in reckoning up the pro-

it is true, be a cousiderable amovat of | ypects of the enterprise.

quietinfluence Leingexercised ; but, though

there were some outside discassions re-

]

Tur different Beards of Trade of Canada

cently, the pastics appear to have cooled | yre bringing pressare 1o bear upon the

off. Our advice is Lo agitate ; for the days

Government 50 as to secure the introduc-

of hole and corner conventions and of | t;on of some insolvency levinlation at the
occult, mysicrious influences ought 1o be | ypproaching session of the Dominfon

over. Let the entire system be ihreshed | parliament.

With the growth c. inter.

out and the mien threshed, too, who, seek- | provincial trade, has developed the neces-

ing public office, have ounly their own
aggrandisement or personal pride to con-
sider.

Tne New York Legislature, 1ast seasion,
passed a law making it & crime in that
State to combine to prevent competition.
The law applies equally to combinations
of labor to enhance prices, and of capital-
ists and manufacturers to put up the
priceof products. The first case under ft
was nota lahor case, but a suit against
Lockport coxl deall . who were con-
victed under it in the County sessionsof
the crime of conspiracy to raise the price
ofcoal. A fine of $50 against each party
in the combination was impoved, The

sity for uniforaity of law with regard to
business matters, particalarly as concern.
ing the collection of debis and the ligui-
dation of insolvent estates. .1s the Cana-
dian Manvjacturer puts it, ** What is
wanted isa law applicable alike through-
out Canada, by which a creditor in New
Brunswick or Nova Scotia would stand on
equal footing with a creditor in British
Columbia, in any insolvency ot bankrapicy
proceedings that might be instituted
against acreditor in the latter province.
Politics cannot posibly enter ioto any
coasideration of the matter, an indeed it.
should not do, and aay well-considered
bill ought tomeet the hearty approval of
all the members.” )




