TOWN AND COUNTRY.

Pbultry and Pigeons.

FIXTURES.
SHOWS.
Industrial Exhibition Association, Toronto, Ont.,

Sept. 14, and following days. Entries close August
14th. H. J. Hill, @ecretary.

Dominion Exhibition. Montreal, Que., Sepl. 20 to
24, Entries close Bept.4. G, Lecicre, Becretary,

Montreal.
Proviacial Exhibition. Hamilton, Scpt. 27, and
fullowing days. Entries close August 21. Jobn R.

Creig, Becretary, Toronto.

Western Fair, London, Ont., Oct. 4 to 8. Entrics
close Sept. 26. H. Anderson Seccretary.

'Norz—8ecretaries of shows will oblige bv send-
ing on dates as soon as decided upon, and premivm
lists when ready.]

S .
PRICE OF EGGS.

The following letter elicited by that of ** Small
Yrofits” which was published In Town anp Coux-
Ry of May 19th., appears in this months Poultry
Review,

Deanr Big,—A letter appeared in Aprii number of
Review from Mr. W. H. Gibson on the subject of
prices,

. The sum of Mr.G's arguments were that eggs from
exbibition or fancy stock cannot be sold for less than
$3.00 per doz., that the seller may have any profit.

A writer in Tow~ AND COUNTRY, over the signature
‘“5mall Profits,” takes exception to Mr. G's argu-
ments, and by assuming a case, probably based upoa
his own experience, concludes that eggs can be sold
from the beet of stock at $1.00 per doz., and yet a

_ nice profit realized. ®

Now 8jr, permit me to say at the very commence-
ment that as far as these letters refer to thesc gentle-
men personally, I have no desire to meddie, but the
lubje(;'; of prices being public property and a rather
important feature in the egg trade, I shall therefore
offer a tew remarks upon it as quotad by ** 8. P.¥

Now mm the first pluce, ** 8. P.,” in my opinion, bas
eatered too much on the Cr. side on hen account,
and not enough on the Dr. side, if only the feed be
taken {nto account, and thirty-five set{ings sold from
twenty hens, even ut $1.00 per doz, s bLalance on
right side of the account might be reasonably expect-

.ed. But the cost of fuod is a very small item in the
expense of procuring and maiataining a yard from
which a man can honestly offer eggs for sale from
first class stock.

Now, how many fanciers succeed iu disposing
of 85settings of eggs from eaeh veriety they raisc v
Not many. Would not 16 for each vavicty be more
nearly the maximum number ? I do not mean to say
that * 8, P. " has aot rold that number, if he claims
that he has, but if thcse figures be applied to 99 per
ceat. of the fancy, they will not be correct. In sup-
port of this take Thomas® figures us they appearcd
in Review some time ago, I cannot yuote them exact-
iy, nout having thse numbers on Land, but I am sure
his sules did not average over 15 settings to each
varicty, and he was ove of our most successful
hreeders.

But let us look at the other side of the subject, and

in duing %0 we cannot follow a sefer couarse than to!

commence at the b ginning. A begioner must have
birds, and therefore finds himself making the fol-
lowing entry in ‘* henaccount ;" Totrio; &c., $25.00 :
for if he wants a first-class trios such birds being in
dcmand, he will have to pay a good price. Now this
price is no exaggeration, as 1 am aware of that price
. being paid. or the cost was that, a few months ago.
Therc is no doubt that this law of supply and demand
rcgulates the price of eggs us it does all things clse.
But the beginner is only now commeucing his edu.
cation, aad this trio s bis book, and in nine cases
«ut of ten at the end of two years he has succceded

in raising a lot of anything bul exbibition binds; and
iu the meantime he has made several widitional
entries on the Dr. sido—Ulut he has gained knowledge,
Now, if this be a true picture, thea we sce that the
knowledge of how to raise fancy poultry costs both
time nnd money to acquire, and for a beginner to
mate a lot of very good towls together without a
knowledge of what will be tlie result, and advertise
cggs on the character of that first trin o1 some other
fine specimens he has purchased,and probubly gained
aprizc upon, is not honest ; for in advertising le
leads the public to think or believe that the eggs
purchased of him will produce first class pou'try, or
a fair per centage of them ; and the plea of ignor
ance on the part of scller is no excuse. But Iam
wandering from the subject. Now, even if he offers
eggs for sale. his sales will not be very large for a
few years. But having got fairly started, to main.
tain the stamina of h's flock he must introduce fresh
specimens into his yard continually, and one first-
class bitd would take the shine off fiftecn dozen at
81. We will allow that the eggs produced after
hatching season pay for feed.

Agaiu, if his birds are to gain for him such a re-
putation as will enable him to compete with others,

la good house must be provided, and here we come to
]anothcr formidable debLit eatry. Again, suitable

yerds and run-ways are uccessary where more than
one varicly are kept, and even where coe is kept, for
if his neighbour have fowls he must fence against
them, and this will cost money too. But why en
large ; by the time they are well advertised and well
exhibited, not to speuk of risk, reat of land, or in.
terest of money invested in its purchase, besides sub-
scriptions to poultry journals, &c., we tind that to
ruise fancy fowls costs money, and that a would-be
fancier has a great deal to do besides purchasing a
few eggs or fowls. And how many ever become
successful fanciera? Veryfew indeed ; and if their
history be carefully scanned, it will be found in the
majority that they are men who have given their
most carcful attention to one, or at least two, vari-
eties for many years. I agree with 8. P.” that in
many cases $1.00 is enough, but where a fancier goes
to all the care and expense which is demanded to
ensure reully first-class stock, I fear it would not pay.
When fanciers tuke no care of their flocks, allew them
to run nearly where they will,and keep up their repu-
tation Ly either purchase or Lorrowing, any sum
would be too dear.

And as far ascreating » greater interest in the sub-
icet by offering eggs cheap, I fear it will be a failure.
It is not the price of eggs that prevents farmers—and
until they take a greater interest in it I fear it cannot
amouut Lo any great thing in Canada—from improv-
ing their poultry, but pure indifference about the
matter, and there is some rcason for it. Farmers
must be muwde to see that a change is for their advan.
tage before they will adopt it, and at the present time
when one beeomes couvinced of the superiority of
the pure-bred vver the cominon, 1 find that the chief
difticulty is not the price, but from whom to pur-
chase, that they may get the genuine article.

In conclusion, permit me tv say to my old farming
fricnds that I am at preseat fencing, and dividing off
into run-wass, one acee of orchard, also buildiug «
poultry-lhiouse for the accomodation of one variety of
fow]s, and am keeping account of cost.  Iouse is 10
by 2C fect, or 2 by 4, lined inside and out, and space
filled with concrete, and shall therefore he able to
give costof a rural poultry yard, comfortable yet
utterly without ornameal, only such as green Lrees
and grass, and beautifil fowls are,

Yours truly,
(laLLINa.,

Lefroy, Junc 2° a, 1880,

Tur Acuicvrruran Coumisstor anp I'otLrny —~-At
the recent meeting of this commission beld in Loa-

don, Mr. John Plummer was examinod on the sub-

ject of poultry for the farm, and stated that he Lred
Light Brahmas, and preferred them to all others.
They were good layers, especially in winter, and
equally as good sitters.  If bhe lived in the country,
he would c¢ross them with game birds.  This would
produce & hardier fowl, and onc better for table use,
The climate was especielly suitable for Brahmas,
The Black Spanish were good luyers, but not fitted
for table use ; they were too tender. The Brahmas
were superior to the Dorkings for table usc. The 1at-
ter fatten easily, but dy not grow so large ; if crosse
ed with the gan.: they would be better cgg produc-
ers. The 8ilver Spangled Hamburgs were the Dest,
provided the eggs were sold by number ; but if sold
Ly weight. the Leghorns and Black Spuanish surpass-
cithem. Iehad hatched chickens by incubation,
Lut did not have suflicient experience to expiess an
opinion as to the success of the system. Fowls should
be fed well, both for market and laying. He fed corn
and considerable meat. He had not raised fowl for
the market, or had experience in shipping. He con.
sidercd sn increased number of fow]l wete being raise
cd. as farmers were going into the business more
lnrgely.

A Newbnrg, N. Y. man has u cock :rel about
8ix weeks old with a perfectly formed foot growing
out of or on tho right wing, sbout half way between
the body and main joint or elbow of the wing. The
wing itself droops down to the chicken's feet and
appears as if it had been broken or injured. The
auperfluous foot is regularly shaped, with three long
toes on which are perfectly formed nails.

Rod and Gun.

On July 19. Messrs. A. Bonaneville and O. Pepin
suot & watch ut Montresl for the t tle of ocbampion
wing rhot of Quebco. The birds were not Ly any
m-aus as good as sbounld be provided for a cham-
pioaship watch, and it lookad like rs if it wounld be
s tie by each man kill ng his full quota of 20 birds.
Prrin, however, missed bis last one, and Bonne-
ville thus won by one bird. Tbe bolder is open to
recsive challenges,

** Two eggs of the (ireat Auk have been sol in
London, ouc for 100 gs. and the other for 103 ge.”
If the Grent Auk which laiJ those eggs had had any
idea of their value she wonll bave taken more care
of thcm, while Mr. Auk major would have plumed
his feathers aud stood a few inches higher in the
bird vsorld,

Major Draper return-d on Wednesday last from
8 week’s fishing at Anticosti Island., Troub were
plentifal, but not a single salwon rewarded iLe
patience and art of eitber the mujor or his friend.

Mr. E. Hoda: r, of London, Eug., returned to St.
Johns on July 19 from, a week's fishing on $he
North-West Miritnachi. He started on Monday
morning and fizhed tiil Satarday at noon, catebing
fiftzen ealmon aud several grilse, the largest caloh
that has beeu wads in that loocality this season.

Mr. Poter McCann, the Fishery Inspector of the
London Dustrist, hus councluded Lis ofReial visit to
the dams and fishwaya on the River Thawes. Tue
one gt Cashimero ie consilered the bost, being thirty
foct long and the sanie d:stanae wide. The Spriag-
bank idiway is also very good. Saunby's is being
ropaircd, as are also two in Dorchastar, while the
dum at Byion wiil have to be recounstructed as soon
as the Kenny arbitration is ended.

wsMecasre. Joseph R)owan anl Joha Couwnors, of
Ottawa, cauglit & number of bass and pike at Long
Island one afternoon last week.

" Mr. Buckland t.ls the following stcry :—A very
: nervous man weni out fishing on Looh Tay. An
s 1wtu-nse salmon took the fly and ran the reel out
.1 & wost violent manner, the rod shaking aod bend-
iy wth the weight of the fish. The angler—we
" cannot call bhim sprrisman—waus pale with fright.
At lust as tha line biad uot Ueen fastened to the spin-
dle uf the yeel, of course the fish ranit olsan out aud
. esoaped, With that the apgler exclaimed : * Thank
beaven ! the biuto's gone ; let ua go ashore.”




