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flowing away to north and south as
far as the eye could.reach ; hazing and
vanishing in the distance, distinct as a
new map along the foot:hills at mf'
feet—the sunny sky arching over all.

Descending the castern slopes of the
cosat range, through beds of gilins and
lupines, and around many a hillock
and bush-crowned headland. I at
length waded out into the midat of
the glorious ficld of gold, All the
ground was covered, not with grass
and green loaves, Lut with radiant
€oro u‘ about aukle.deep next the
foot-hills, knee-deep or more five or
#ix miles out, Mero oxuis, corcthro-
gyn:i grindelis, etc., %rowing in close
social congregations of various shades
of yellow, blending finely with the
purples of clarkia, orthocarpus, and
wnothera, whoso delicato petals were
drinkiog the vital sunbeaws without
giving back any sparkling glow.

Beruuse 80 long a period of extreme
drought succceds tbo rainy season,
most of the vegetati~n is composed of
annuals which spring up simultane-
ously and bloom together at about
the samo height above the ground, the
general surface being but elightly ruf-
fled by the tallor phaceliag, pentste-
mons, and groups of Salvia curduace,
the king of the minte,

Saunterirg in any direction, hun.
dreds of these lhappy sun-plants
brushed agsinst my feet at every step,
and closed over them as if I wero waé-
ing in liquid gold. Tho air was sweet
with fragrance, the larks sung their
blessed sopgs, rising on the wingas I
advanced, then sinking out of sight in
the polleny s0d, while myriads of wild
bees stirred the lower air with their
mobntonous hum-——monotonous, yet
forever fresh and sweet as every-day
sunshine. Hares and spermophiles
thowed themselves in considerable
numbery, and emall bands of antclope
were almost constantly in sight, gaz-
ing curiously from some slight eleva-
tion, and then bounding swiftly with
uprivaled grace of motion. Yet |
could discover no crushed flowers to
wark their track, nor, indeed, any de-
structive action of apy wild foot or
tooth whatever.

The great yellow days circled by un-
counted, while I_drifted toward the
north, o‘)serving the countless forms
of life thronging about mo-—lying
down almost anywhere on the ap-

roach of night. Aud what glorious

tanical beds I bad! Oftentimes on
awakening I would find several new
specics leaning over md and looking
me full in the face, so that my studies
would begin befors rising.

About the firat of dMay 1 turned
eastwerd, croming the San Haquin
between the ~  uths of the Tuc nmne
and Merced, - by the time I had
tcached the Sierra foot.hills, most of
the vegetation had gone to sced and
become as dry as hay.

All the seasons of the great plain
are warm or temperate, and the bee-
flowers are never wholly wanting ; but
the grand spring time~~the annual
resurrection—is governod by the rains,
which usually scc in about the middle
ot December or the beginni, of
Japuary. Then the seeds, that for six
montbe have lain on the ground d
304 frcsh as if they bad beon gather
into baros, at onco unfold their treas-
ured life. The general brown aud
purple of the ground, and the dead
vegetation of the preceding year, give
place to the green of mossesand liver:
worts and myriads of young leaves,
Then one species_after another.comes
inlo flower, gradually overspreading
tho %recn with yellow and purple,
which lasts until May,

Tho raidy eca¥on is by no meansa
globmy; foggy ptriod” of cbinstoy

cloudiness of rain. Nowhere clso in
North America, perhaps in the world,
aro the months of Deccnber, January,
Febraary and March so full of biand,
plant-budding sunshine. Referring to
my notes of the winter and spring of
1878 9, every day of which 1 spent
out-ol doors, on that section of the
plain lying between the Tuolumue and
Blerced tivers, 1 find that the first rain
of the reason fell on tho Isth of De-
cember, January had only six rainy
days—that 14, days on which raios fell;
February, three, March five, Apiil,
threo, and May three, completing the
so-called rainy eczson, which wa,
about an average one, The ordinary
rain storm of this region is scldom
very cold or violeut. Tho winde,
which 1n settled  weather come from
the north-cast, veer round into the op-
pusite direction, the sky fills gradually
and evenly with one general cloud,
from which the rain falls steadily, of-
ten for several daye in succeasion, at a
temperature of about 45 «er 50 degrees.

More than 75 per cent. of all the
rain of this season came from the
south.cast. One magnificent storm
from the north.-west fell on the 21st of
March, A massive, round-browed
cloud came swelling and thunderiog
over the flowery plain in most impos-
ing msjesty, its mossy front burning !
white and purple in the full blaze of |
the sup, while warm ram poured
from its ample fountains hke a cata-
ract, beating down flowers and hees,
anad flooding the dry water-courses as
suddenly as those of Nevadza are tlood-
ed by cloud-burste. But in less than
half an hour not a trace of the heavy
mountain-like cloud-structure was left
in the sky, and the bees were on the
wing as if nothing more gratefully re-
freshing could have bLeen sent thew.

By the end of January four plants
were in flower, and five or six mosses
had already adjusted their hoods and
were in the prime of life, but the
flowers were notsufliciently numerous
to affect greatls the geveral gieen of
the young leaves, \ilets made their
appearance on the first week of Feb.
ruary, and toward the end of this
month the warmer f)omous of the
plain were already golden with myri-
ads of flowers of rayed compositiv.

This was the full spring ime. New
e{vccics bloomed cvery day. The sun-
shine grew warmer and richer,  The
air became more tunefal from day to
day with humming wiogs, and sweeter
wiih the fragrance of the o& ening
flowers.  Ants were gettiug ready for
their summer work, rubbing their be-
pumbed limbs, and sunning themselves
on the husk piles before  their doory,
and spiders were busy mending their
old webs or weaving new ones.

In March, vegetation was wore than
doubled in depth and splendor; clay-
tonia, calandrinis, a large white gilia,
and two nemophilas were in bloom,
together with a host of yellow wompo-
sitir, tall coough to bend in the wind
and show waveriog ripples of shade.

In April, plant-life as a whele
reached 1te greatest height, and the
plain over all its varied surface was
mantled with a close furred plush of
purple aud golden corollas. By the
end of this month most of the species
bad ripened their sceds, but undecayed
still scemed to be .u bLloom from the
numerous corolla-like involucres and
whorls of chaffy scales of the compo-
sitw,  In Ma{, tho bews found only a
few deep-set hiliaceous plantsand en-
ogonums in flower.

June, July, August and September
was the season of rest and sleep—tbe
winter of dry b at, fullowed in  Ucto-
ber by & sccond vutburst of bloom at
the very driest time of tho year. "then,
after the sorunken mass of leaves and I
sthlks of the dendl vupcotation crinkle

and turn to dust boneath the foot, as
if it had been baked in an oven, Hemi.
sonta viryate, o slender umnobtrusive
littlo plant, from xix inches to three
feet high, suddenly makesits appear-
ance in patchies miles in extend, like a
resurrection of the bloom of April.
have counted upward of three thou-
rand flowers, 3 of an inch in diameter,
on nsinglo plant. Both Icaves an
stems are so slender as to be neoarly
invisible amid 8o showy a multitude of
flowera  The ray and disk flowersare
both yellow, tho stamens purple, the
texture of the rays Leingrich and vel-
vety, like the potals of garden pansice,
The prevailing winds turns all the
heads round to the south-cast, so that
in facing north-weatward, we have the
flowers looking us in the face. In
our estimalion, this little plant, the
last born of the brilliaut host of com-
posilw that glorify the plain, is the
most interesting of all. It remnains in
flower until November, uniting with
two or three species of wiry eriogon-
ume, which continue the floral chain
around December to the spring flowers
of January. Thuy although the main
bloom and honey season isonly about
three months long, the floral circle,
however thin around sowme of the hot,
rainless months, is never completely
broken.

How long the various species of
wild Lees have lived in this honey-
garden nobody kunows; probab.y ever
since tho mein body of the present
floragrined possession of the land,
toward the close of the glacial period.
The first brown honey bees brought
to California are said to have arrived
in San Francisco in March, 1853, A
bee-keeper by the name of Shelton
purchased a lot, consisting of 12 colo.
nies, from some one at Aspinwall,
who bad brought them from New
York. All the hives contained bees,
when landed at S - Franciseo,but the
ficely dwinr ed to one colony, whic
was taken to San Jose.  The little
emigrants flourished and multiphed
in the bountiful pastures of the Santa
Clara valley, sending off swarms the
first feason..

FACETIE.

A DEEP CREEK,

The Philadelpbia Times tells the fol-
lowing pretty good one on a General
not unknowh to fame, as follows:
“\We were riding along the road omne
chilly day in November,” said Gen.
James Craig, talking about court bus.
iness and legal talent, “when we
strnck a small stream that appeared to
bo about 30 yards wide. ello,’said
Judge Norton, of Missouri, ‘this is a
new stream t» me. How shall we
cross it P Taking advantage of his
ignorance, 1 Yrctendcd to survey the
situation, and after cmerging from
the thicket I solemnly inquired :
Judge, can you swim 3*  ‘Like a fish,’
he replied, while his eyes twinkled in
the cxpectation of displaying \is
ability in that dirvection. ‘I can’t)
said 1, ‘30 suppose you sirip off and
swim across, testing the depth as you
go, and give me the advantage of your
expericece.” ‘All right,’ he said, dis-
mounting from his horse. ‘Then he
removed all his clothes, tied them to-

gethcr, placed them safely between | P

is teeth, and started cautiously into

the creek. I choked my handker-
chief iuto my mouth to keep from
laugbing, while the judge gruvely
wngod across through exactly four
ioches of water ; Tut you would bave
dicd to see his look of unutterablo
disgust when he reached tho opposite
bank. Ihs feet swere blue with mud,
hat hi ankles were scarcely touched
by the water. It was three strajght
daya Lefore bo okt to kb agaim’

Tho editor of the Commercial does
fairly well for an amateur, but if ne
wants the renl thing he will have ot
got points from an Arizona  paper
which understands the whole businew
of rcfined and gentlemanly black.

uardism, “There i+ not a shyster
awyer in New York,” says the paper
about camebody who has excited s
ire, “who would not focl degraded by
being associated in any caso with thia
articulated skeletun of a fossil monkey,
this ill-fitting, accidental combination
of flesh and rawhide, this indistinct
photograph of a boiled owl, this per-
ambulating, squeaky.voiced  bone-
vard, loaded under the nightmare
cousciousness of physical and mental
impotence, this abortional attempt at
atravesty of man, this connecting link
between a cabbage and a codtish, the
double-barreled, lying, imbecile pa-
brown ! This, now, is something
like, and we have no doubt that the
Commircial editor, after & little more

ractice, will do just as well.—
uffulo Lxpress.

Tho new reporter was sent to  the
gchounl exhibition, 1lis report read
pretty well ; but there wers & few
things in 1t which did not meet the
approval of the local editor—auch, for
instance, astheso: “‘The essays of the
graduating were good, whoever wrote
them ;” “‘tho floral offerings were ex-
cessive, and, from the number received
by Miss Simplegush, we judge lher
father owns a first-class greenhouso ,”
“the young lady who read the vale.
dictory to the teachers has in her the
making of a fine Jactress She simu-
lated sorrow so accurately that the
writer might bave been misled, bad he
not subeequently heard the young
lady speak of this same ‘denr teacher’
as ‘a hateful old thing.?’

Deaniyg with A Liar.~The only
way to deal with a liar is to beat him
at his own game. What started this
item was reading about an Awmerican
wha had been to Europe and who was
telling a friend, who knew he was a
liar, about his trip across the Atlantic,
and how on the 25th of this nonth,
“they encountered a swarm of locusts,
and the locusts <uiii.d away every
stitch of canvas off the ship,” The
listener looked thoughiful a moment,
and then said, hesitatingly, “Yes,”
I guess we met the same swarm of
locusts the next day, the 26th.”? The
first liar went around a cotner and
kicked himself.

The Hon, A. 11, Stephiens was once
making an eloquoent speech in Georgia,
when among his listeners appeared
Mr. Gentry, of Tennessee.  Delighted
with the speech, but moved with pity
for the lean, sailow, half-starved ap-
pearance of the little invalid speaker,
the sturdy Tenncssean exclaimed :
“Let’s catch him, and carry him up to
the ncountains, and feod him and save
for ns country and huranity.”

Ablind man was singing on the

street and a gentleman passttg threw
him a shilling, which he immediately
picked up, Thogentleman, in sur-
prise, said : “I thought you were
blind 7 The man looked .at the
board that was around bis neck, and
said : “Well I'm blowed 1f they bavn’t
ut the wroug ticket on me thismorn-
ing ; I'm deaf and dum.”
Toddlckins is a very small man in-
deed, but says he never minded it at
all until his three boys grew up to be
tall, stiapping youny fellows, and his
wife began to cut down their clothes
and fix them over fur hin,  And then
ho gaid he did get mad.

The last Norfolk boat brought over
3,000 watermolons,  We shall expect
to hear of the doubling of our pepula-
tion inkbrduiingt TRl Trandnit,




